NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU
Mrs T Hughes Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau, NP13 3BN  
 Tel: 01495 292817          e-mail:  clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk 

Minutes of the Events Committee Meeting held at 1pm on Tuesday 27th October 2020 via a remote meeting.
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend

	Present:		Councillor K Jenkins, Chair of Events Committee, presiding
				Councillors G Morvan; R Pagett; K Jones, D Hillman, C Hillman, 
				G Watkins & L Emanuel 

	In attendance:	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO  
				Mrs N Horner, Assistant Officer.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Chair informed that a five-minute break would take place at the end of the Events Committee meetings and prior to the Meeting of the Town Council. The Chair advised all in attendance to end the call at that time and re-dial in. Resolved to note the information received.
The Town Clerk informed that no members of the public were in attendance. Resolved accordingly.

Declaration of Interest
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the proceedings. Please note that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the book provided. 
Resolved to note that no such declarations were received.

1.	Apologies:
	Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence received and to formally 	resolve to accept. Resolved to note that apologies were received from: R Abbas, L Harris &  
           K Treharne. 
           Further Resolved to accept the apologies received.
	Councillors G Morvan, D Hillman and C Hillman declared an interest in item 2. Resolved 	that Councillor G Morvan not take part in this item.

2.	Achievement and Recognition in the Community (ARC 2020):
Members were invited to consider and if appropriate resolve the list of nominated winners and their categories which were determined by the judging panel at a meeting held on 11th March 2020.

51 (20/21)
Cllr D Hillman informed that he would not take the proposed award in order to expedite progress on this item. 
Resolved that a letter to be sent to all successful nominations informing of the presentation arrangements as resolved at a previous meeting. 
Further Resolved that Councillor D Hillman would not take his award in order to expedite progress in relation to this ite,.

3.	Remembrance Sunday 2020:
	Members were invited to consider updated information and guidance received from Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council in respect of Remembrance Sunday events. 
The event was to take place Sunday 8th November at 14:00 at Central Park, Blaina. Rev R Watson would provide the service and the exhortation would be given by Sqn/Ldr. Morvan. The parade would be dismissed at approximately 14:45. There were only 30 attendees permitted due to Covid restrictions and invitations would be issued as appropriate. 
           The Town Mayor confirmed that he would be in attendance. 
           Resolved to note the information received.


4.	Updates:
	The Town Clerk provided an update in respect of:
a)	Santa’s Sleigh Routes throughout Nantyglo and Blaina: 
Cllr W Hodgins (Blaenau Gwent CBC) confirmed that the sleigh would be available on the proposed dates subject to Covid restrictions. PC R Lewis confirmed that the local Police would be available to provide assistance as in previous years, however, this  too was subject to Covid restrictions. There is a need to find someone to tow sleigh and volunteers to walk along side are required. Cllr G Morvan, Cllr K Jones, Town Clerk (TC) T Hughes & Assistant Officer (AO) N Horner volunteered to walk with the sleigh. It was also confirmed that due to the ongoing Covid restrictions that no sweets would be given out along the route this year.
Resolved to enquire as to provision of a tow for the sleigh and further Resolved to not the information received. Additionally Resolved to inform of most recent arrangements at the next committee meeting.

b)	Relocation of Flagpoles from the former Blaina District Office: 
The Town Clerk informed that the officer from Blaenau Gwent’s Technical Services department who had initially dealt with this query has since left Blaenau Gwent CBC. Andrew Parker (Town Council Liaison Officer at Blaenau Gwent CBC) was discussing the issue with Technical Services Department at Blaenau Gwent CBC, but to date, there was little information to report. Cllr D Hillman confirmed that he had spoken with a contractor who was willing to look at the relocation of flagpoles, but unfortunately, he had come down with the Covid virus and had been self-isolating.

52 (20/21)
Members discussed the possibility of a Christmas Tree being located at the square in Blaina and requested that enquiries be made as to the possibility and cost of providing this for either this year or Christmas 2021. The possibility of contacting the Blaenau Gwent Blaina Ward Councillors to participate in this was also discussed.
Resolved to note the information received. Further Resolved to investigate the costs and possibility of siting a Christmas Tree in the square at Blaina. Additionally Resolved to contact the Blaenau Gwent Ward Members for Blaina to query their possible financial participation regarding a Christmas Tree sited at Blaina.

c)	Planters and signs throughout Nantyglo and Blaina: 
The Chair of the Events Committee updated members on where the planters were situated – there were currently 16 planters placed throughout Nantyglo and Blaina. These planters were now planted up with winter plants and bulbs. The Chair informed that there would be an additional five planters to be sited for Summer 2021. A discussion ensued in respect of the signs falling off planters and when are the new signs being fitted on new planters. 
Resolved that the Assistant Officer contact JP Print regarding the secure re-fixing of the loose signs and the production and fitting of the remaining signs. Further Resolved to note the information received.

d)	Butterfly Gardens – Nantyglo and Blaina: 
The Assistant Officer informed that the butterfly garden project had been completed at the area between Blaina Police station and Blaina Community Centre, However, the site planned for Nantyglo OAP Hall had not progressed due to not receiving consent from BGCBC for permission to plant at site. Keep Wales Tidy would not release goods until the consent was received.  The Town Clerk suggested Clive Rogers (Head of Highways at Blaenau Gwent CBC) be contacted in respect of the required permissions. 
A discussion ensued regarding the planting of crocus bulbs and area of preference. Members were informed that permission had already been granted for the verge side at Parry Jones Close just off the A467 roundabout.
	Resolved to note the information received.
Meeting declared closed at 13:40 and would reconvene at 13.45 for Full Council Meeting.
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