NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU
Mrs T Hughes Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau, NP13 3BN  
 Tel: 01495 292817          e-mail:  clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Tuesday 27th November 2018.

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend

	Present:		Councillor G Morvan, Chairman
Councillors C Bridgeman; R Abbas; L Harris; C Hillman; D Hillman; B Lucas; K Jones; T McKnight; G Watkins; E Morgan

	In attendance:	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO
				Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer

Declaration of Interest
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the proceedings. Please note that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the book provided.  Resolved that Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman declared an interest in Item 10a.  Further Resolved that Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman abstain from contributing to this item.

1.	Apologies:
	Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors K Jones.

2.	Town Mayor’s Communications:

The Town Mayor informed members that the Armistice Parade went very well, thankfully the weather was kind for this event.  The numbers in attendance were larger than normal, this was likely due to school children performing readings as part of the ceremony.

The Town Mayor informed members that he had attended an evening with the Lord Lieutenant who gave an overview of his duties and gave insight how to arrange Royal visits, honorary awards and magistrates.  Members were informed that there were 27 Deputy Lord Lieutenants.  

Members were also informed that anyone can write to HRH The Queen, further details could be provided by the Lord Lieutenant, at least six months in advance.  If enough time was given, members were informed that HRH Prince Charles of Wales would be able to record a message.  
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Members were informed that special events are acknowledged by the Royal Family including 100th and 105th birthdays; 60th, 70th, 80th anniversaries.  Anyone who is 106 years old and older would automatically receive a card, likewise this would comply to those who were celebrating anniversaries exceeding 81 years.

Members were informed that anyone could make a nomination for an honour.  The process of support usually includes a 200-word nomination, two strong letters and that this would be directed through the Lord Lieutenant.  The approximate time-scale would be 18-months to two years.

A member queried whether it would be preferable to write directly to a member of The Royal Family or via the Lord Lieutenant.  It was agreed that it would be courteous to copy the Lord Lieutenant into communications. 
	
	Resolved to note that information received.

3.	Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 23rd October 2018 (pages 75-82)
Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as an accurate record of proceedings.
	
a) Matters arising for information and clarification only:

Resolved that the minutes be approved.

4.	Minutes of the Planning &Highways Committee dated 12th November 2018 (pages 83-85)
Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as an accurate record of proceedings.
	
a) Matters arising for information and clarification only:

Resolved that the minutes be approved.

5.	Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held 12th November 2018 (pages 86-92)
Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as an accurate record of proceedings.
	
a) Matters arising for information and clarification only:

Resolved that the minutes be approved.

6.	Correspondence:
	Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
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a) One Voice Wales 
i. Information in respect of consultations and document from Older People’s Commissioner for Wales.
Resolved to note the information received.
ii. Monmouthshire County Council was providing one day training sessions in road closure and chapter 8 signage and cones in January 2019.
Resolved to note the information received.
iii. Tree Charter Day taking place on 24th November 2018
Resolved to note the information received.

b) Coed y Garn Primary School
E-mail of thanks in respect of the litter pick, 19th October 2018.
Councillor Morvan added his thanks to the participation of Councillors G Watkins and R Abbas.
Resolved to note the information received.

c) Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
i. Response in respect of planning application C/2018/0303
Resolved to note the information received.
ii. Response in respect of planning application C/2018/0305
Resolved to note the information received.

Additional correspondence received with the permission of the Chairman:

d) Aneurin Bevan University Health Board
An e-mail in respect of a free health speaker from St Cadoc’s Hospital.
Members demonstrated interest in this item and commented that it was an opportunity for inviting the public and networking.
Resolved that an invitation for a speaker be sent.

e) Gwent Police
An e-mail was received requesting that any spare selection packs from the Town Council Christmas events be donated to the Police to utilise for their Christmas visit to Cwm Crachen Site (dates provided).

Members discussed this item.  It was proposed that unopened boxes be returned to the retailer and that if there were any open boxes with unused selection packs left that these be donated.
Resolved that unused open boxes be donated.

f) Nick Smith, MP
Poster detailing of next public surgery.
Resolved to note the information received.

g) Llys y Capel
Letter of thanks.
Resolved to note the information received.
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h) Asbri Planning
Second period of consultation before applying for planning permission in respect of the demolition of existing Gypsy and Traveller site and the development of a new Gypsy and Traveller site.
Resolved to note that information received.

7.	Application to the Community Grant Fund:

Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.  Members were also reminded that applications will need to be considered in conjunction with the current policy.

a) None received to date.

Resolved accordingly.

8.	Draft Risk Management Policy

Members were invited to consider the draft Risk Management Policy for 2019/20 and to submit comments/amendments in respect of the draft report.

Page 8: CCTV not operational for this part of the building or upstairs
Page 11: Spell check – ‘Statue’ should be ‘statute’
Page 11: Customer/Citizen risk needs to be seen as worth it
Page 13: Reputation – imperative to maintain a good reputation


Resolved that members submit comments/amendments to the Town Clerk.

9.	IT Equipment:

Members were informed that one of the Town Council computers was no longer operational due to its age and therefore no longer supports the necessary programmes.  Members were requested to consider the purchase of two new computer systems as previously specified.  The Town Clerk also provided a verbal update in respect of this item.

Members were informed that there had been no response from SRS and that a response had not been received from the Principal Authority.  Members agreed that it was necessary to have the correct equipment, however they felt that Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council should uphold the user licence agreement between them and Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council.  

The Town Clerk informed members that she had started to seek quotations from local businesses in respect of this item.  Two out of three quotations had been sought by this point and the Town Clerk informed members of the quotations that were available.  
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Members were assured that the organisations who had provided quotes would be able to supply the necessary packages.  One contract had been queried by the Town Clerk in respect of aftercare and maintenance with the local business responding that payment for maintenance on an on-call basis would be cheaper.  

Members emphasised that the Council needed security from a supplier in order to implement the new system from start to finish with reliability.

Resolved that delegated powers be given to the Town Clerk for equipment to be purchased once three quotes would be obtained.  Further Resolved that the licence agreement between Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council and Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council be explored further.

10.	Planning Applications
Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.

a) Plan Application No C/2018/0321 – 37 Bennett Street, Blaina
Proposed part retention of garden room/exercise room annex and reduction in length of first floor element.

Prior to this item, Councillors C Hillman and D Hillman declared an interest in this item.  Resolved that Councillors C Hillman and D Hillman abstain from taking part in the discussion.

Members discussed some ongoing issues in respect of this property.

Resolved to note ongoing issues and await further information before submitting decision.

Additional application received with the permission of the Chairman

b) Plan Application No C/2018/0325 – Club Row, Blaina
Construction of three new dwellings with associated parking and external works.

Members queried whether this was the same plot of land as planning application C/2018/0305.

Resolved that further information in respect of this application would be needed.

11.	Licensing Applications
Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
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a) Harbhajan Singh Sran – 52a Bryn Terrace, Brynithel, Abertillery (applicant)
Application for the Transfer of a Premises Licence (details of application)
Cwmcelyn Food Stores, 53 Cwmcelyn Road, Cwmcelyn, Blaina (location)

Members were informed that that the Town Clerk has attempted to contact the Licensing department in respect of previous queries raised concerning license applicants.  Several members wished to abstain from making a decision until further information was sought.

Resolved that this application be deferred until further information received.

b) Harbhajan Singh Sran – 52a Bryn Terrace, Brynithel, Abertillery (applicant)
Application for the Variation of a Designated Premises Supervisor (details of application)
Cwmcelyn Food Stores, 53 Cwmcelyn Road, Cwmcelyn, Blaina (location)

Resolved that this application be deferred until further information received.

12.	Forthcoming Events

28th November 2018 – Carol Concert at Wesley Church, Nantyglo at 2pm (Blaen-y-Cwm)
28th November 2018 – Carol Concert at Wesley Church, Nantyglo at 6pm (Coed-y-Garn)
29th November 2018 – Carol Concert at Gladstone Street Chapel (Prims), Blaina at 2pm (Ysgol Bro Helyg)
29th November 2018 – Carol Concert at Gladstone Street Chapel (Prims), Blaina at 2pm (Ystruth Primary)

Councillor Treharne informed that she would not be available for either event on 28th November 2018.  Members were informed that the Deputy Lord Lieutenant would be in attendance for the events taking place on 29th November 2018.  Members were informed that Mr Michael James would perform the role of Father Christmas for the Christmas Carol concerts and that several members would be needed to act as stewards.

Councillor L Harris left the meeting at this juncture.

	5th December 2018 – Christmas Fun Night, Nantyglo RFC 4pm-7.30pm
	11th December 2018 – Christmas Fun Night, Blaina, Blaina Community Centre 4pm-7.30pm

Members were informed that someone was needed to perform the role of Father Christmas.  There were several stalls booked for each event, with stallholders being informed that they were able to set up at 3pm onwards.  Stallholders would pay £5 per stall; the exception would be charities.  This money would be donated towards the Mayoral Appeal 2018/19.

Resolved to note that information received.

13.	Members’ Updates
	Members were invited to inform and provide updates of any recent activities.
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Councillor Bridgeman informed members of the developments surrounding the Heads of the Valley Bridge.  Members were informed that the intention was to name the bridge after CSM John Henry Williams, VC.  Councillor Bridgeman mentioned that nominations were open and that members could either suggest another name or support this decision.  Members agreed to support the nomination and Councillor Bridgeman would pass on the details to the Town Clerk in order to submit the supporting nomination.

Councillor Abbas informed members about the Rotary Club and a project that was being undertaken concerning single-use plastic.  Councillor Abbas told members that this would be an opportunity for the Town Council to engage with the Rotary Club.

Resolved to note the information received.

14.	Confidential Information
The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only (Public Bodies Admission to Meetings Act 1960).
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