NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU
Mrs T Hughes Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau, NP13 3BN  
 Tel: 01495 292817          e-mail:  n-btowncouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Tuesday 25th September 2018.
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

	Present:		Councillor G Morvan, Chairman
				Councillors C Bridgeman; R Pagett; G Watkins; K Treharne; D Hillman; 				C Hillman; B Lucas; K Jones

	In attendance:	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk
				Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer

To receive:	Professor Nigel Copner – Commemoration of the Blaina Riots
Members were reminded that to note the Standing Order relating to Guest Speakers:
1.	Members to receive the presentation.
2.	Questions to be invited at the end of the presentation.
3.	Members were requested to ask only one question each – if time allows AND with 	permission of the Chairman, a second question may be asked.
4.	Members were reminded that there was to be no discussion or exchange of points of view 	between Members and that all dialogue was to be directed through the Chairman.

Councillor Morvan welcomed members and guest speaker to the meeting and explained the fire procedures and regulations in place should an emergency occur.  Members were reminded of Standing Orders for this item.  Councillor Morvan introduced guest speaker, Professor Nigel Copner who addressed members regarding a commemoration for the Blaina Riots during the 1930s.

Professor Copner thanked members for the invitation and explained that he was contacted in March 2018 via social media about the Blaina Riots by local residents.  Professor Copner gave a brief overview and history which led up to the Blaina Riots during the 1930s mentioning how several towns in the Ebbw Fach valley, including Blaina, Abertillery and Brynmawr combined forces in order to oppose the harsh means test during the rise of the depression.

Professor Copner hoped to encourage pride in local history and to utilise this as a point of attraction for tourists.  Professor Copner noted that the location is very close to Coed-y-Garn Primary School.  Professor Copner proposed that another tourist attraction be erected, similar to the VC memorial stone in Nantyglo, he also proposed that the local school, Coed-y-Garn have possible involvement in the project.  He also hoped to attract national media agencies such as BBC Wales and ITV when the opening would take place.  Professor Copner told the members that 
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any interest in supporting this project would be welcomed, whether that was in management or 
help raising funds as approximate costs would be £2500-3000.  This cost would also include estimated planning costs and implementation of the plinth.  Crowdfunding was mentioned by Professor Copner as a source of funding also.

Questions were welcomed at this juncture.
Q. Had a steering group been established, i.e. for planning and legalities?
A. Not currently, however any help from the Town Council would be greatly received.  Execution would be the difficult part to the project.

A number of members mentioned that they had photos and other information that could be utilised as part of the project and that the Town Council was in possession of a film explaining the history. 

Q. There was a commemoration approximately 10 years ago with a blue plaque placed on the old Council Offices in Blaina High Street, could this be used?
A. It would not be sufficient enough as a tourist attraction on its own however it could be used.  The proposed location for a newer commemoration would be more convenient with a car park close by.  

The Town Clerk informed members that permission had been granted from Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council to remove and relocate the existing plaque.

Q. Would the proposed costs include planning permission?
A.  The proposed amount has taken planning permission costs into consideration.

Professor Copner welcomed members to contact him regarding this item should they want to know more.  Members thanked Professor Copner for his time and presentation.

Professor Nigel Copner left the meeting at this juncture.
Declaration of Interest
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the proceedings. Please note that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the book provided.  Resolved that Councillors D Hillman, C Hillman, R Pagett and K Jones declared an item 13.  Further Resolved that Councillors D Hillman, C Hillman, R Pagett and K Jones leave the chamber for this item.

1.	Apologies:
	Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors T McKnight and L Harris 	and E Morgan.

2.	Town Mayor’s Communications:
	The Town Mayor to inform of his activities during August & September 2018.

	Due to the recess in August, the Town Mayor’s activities were very quiet.  During 	September, the Town Mayor had spent a day with Phoenix Domestic Abuse Services 	(Mayoral Appeal 2018).  The Town Mayor noted that this was a very interesting day and 
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	was given permission to sit in classes and hear the perspectives of victims and their 
	children as well as the perspectives of the perpetrators who were questioned why the acted 	the way that they had.  The Mayor noted how thought provoking these classes and 	exercises were and had also informed Phoenix Domestic Abuse Services that the Town 	Council supports their work.

	Also this month, the Town Mayor attended the Freedom of the Borough Parade at 	Brynmawr, followed by the unveiling of the VC Commemorative Stone in Nantyglo.  	Members were informed that both events were very successful with a number of the public 	attending both celebrations.  Members were also informed that a number of pictures had 	been circulated on social media which show the events positively.

	Resolved to note that information received.

3.	Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 24th July 2018 (pages 35-42)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings. 

a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	A member made reference to a point on page 37 in respect of the User Agreement.  On 	page 4 of the agreement there was a reference to the purchase and implementation of two 	new computers and members felt that this should be provided by the Local Authority in 	accordance with the User Agreement.  The Town Clerk informed members that this was 	highlighted during the recess and that she had been investigating this.  The response from 	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council was that they felt that this was implemented and 	the User Agreement followed, however the Town Council disputes this and as such was still 	in discussion. 
	Resolved that the minutes be approved with amendments.
4.	Minutes of the Events Committee Meeting dated 3rd September 2018 (pages 43-45).	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings. 
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	Page 43, Item 3: Resolution to include ‘with the permission of the Chair of the Events 	Committee.
	Page 44, Item 5:  To include ‘with a possibility of three categories’
	Page 44, Item 5: Resolution to include ‘with the permission of the Chair of the Events 	Committee.
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	Members raised concerns regarding the attendance of the Events Committee.  It was 	suggested that this be added to the next agenda as an item in order to discuss fully and 	resolve as appropriate .
	Resolved that the minutes be approved with amendments.
5.	Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee Meeting dated 10th September 2018 	(pages 46-48)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only

	Resolved that the minutes be approved.

6.	Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held 10th September 	2018 	(pages 49-55)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	Page 50: The certificate was brought and shown at the event.
	Page 51, items e) and f):  A number of concerns were raised during these items, members 	requested that these be noted more thoroughly in order to demonstrate challenge and good 	practice.
	Resolved that the minutes be approved with amendments.
7.	Correspondence:
	Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
a)	One Voice Wales
i	Motions proposed and information in respect of guest speaker appearing at the OVW 	Conference on 29th September 2018.
	Members were previously informed of the invitation to the conference.
	Resolved to note that information received.

ii	Amendment to the Model Standing Orders – Members were requested to consider and 	resolve adopting this amendment into the Council’s Standing Orders.
	Resolved to note that the Amendment to the Model Standing Orders be adopted.
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iii. 	Area Meeting 9th October 2018 at Cwmbran Community Council.
	Councillors G Morvan and G Watkins informed members that they would be unavailable.
	Resolved to note that information received.

b)	Hospice of the Valleys 
	Invitation to all Members to attend the Annual General meeting on 31st October 2018.
	Resolved to note that information received.

c)	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
i	Letter in respect of road safety measures at Ystruth Primary School.
	Members were informed that the road had recently been resurfaced with safety markings 	outside Ystruth Primary School.
	Resolved to note that information received.

ii 	Community Asset Transfer Policy – Members were invited to note the recently approved 	policy for information.
	It was proposed and agreed that a Task and Finish Group be formed and presented at the 	next Finance and General Purposes Committee.
	Resolved to note that a Task and Finish Group be formed and presented at the 	next 	Finance and General Purposes Committee.

iii.	E-mail informing of Blaenau Gwent CBC would not producing paper agendas – all agendas 	would now be accessed electronically on the BGCBC website as from 1st October.
	A member commented that they hoped that this was going to be accessible and easy to 	follow.
	Resolved to note that information received.

d)	Brecon Beacons National Park Authority 
	Agenda in respect of an extraordinary meeting held on 21st September 2018 
	Resolved to note that information received.
e)	Royal Mail 
	Letter and poster - raising awareness of scam mail in the local community.
	Councillor Morvan informed members that he had attended a presentation in Ebbw Vale by 	the National Trading Standards Unit about this issue and informed members that there are 	opportunities to become trainers to speak about these types of issues.
	Resolved to note that information received.
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f)	Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council
i. 	Meeting of the Community Health Council at 5.30pm on Wednesday 3rd October 2018.
	Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman will be in attendance.
	Resolved to note that information received.

ii. 	Meeting of the Executive Committee at 10.30am on 27th September 2018.
	Resolved to note that information received.

8.	Application to the Community Grant Fund:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 	Members were also reminded that applications will need to be considered in conjunction 	with the current policy.
a)	None received to date.
	Resolved accordingly.
9.	BDO LLP:
	External Auditor’s report and certificate in respect of the Annual Return for the year ended 	31st March 2018. Members were invited to note and if agreed, to approve and accept the 	annual return, report and certificate. Members were also requested to note that an action 	plan was to be produced to indicate how issues raised will be addressed.
	Members were notified that the report and the certificate had been displayed on the 	noticeboard and online as required.  The Town Clerk explained the report and discussed 	recommendations. 
	An action plan was given to members.  The Town Clerk outlined  the plan and explained 	that a lot of what needed to be implemented had been resolved in previous meetings and 	was already being practised.
	It was proposed and agreed to accept the audit report/conclusion of audit and action plan.
	Resolved that the Annual Return and certificate be accepted and approved.  Further 	Resolved that the action plan be accepted and approved.
10.	Member Vacancies – Nantyglo Ward (1) and Blaina Ward (2):
a)	Members were informed that two applications had been received for consideration for co-	option in respect for the above vacancies. Members were reminded that in line with the 	Council’s Standing Orders, the co-option would be determined via a secret ballot whereby 	no discussion would take place.
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	Members were informed that neither applicant specified a ward in their applications.
· Jamie John O’Gorman
· Rafi Abbas
	Resolved that Town Clerk, Assistant Officer and Councillors C Bridgeman and B Lucas 	act 	as ‘tellers’ for this purpose.  Further Resolved that Rafi Abbas be co-opted as a 	member 	of Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council with the ward to be advised.  Additionally Resolved 	that Jamie John O’Gorman would not be co-opted as a member of Nantyglo and Blaina 	Town Council.
11.	Planning Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.
a)	None received to date.

	Resolved accordingly.

	It was Resolved that due to a member’s time constraints the agenda order was altered so 	that Item 13 was heard before Item 12.

13.	Nantyglo & Blaina in Bloom:
	Due to the previous Events Committee being inquorate and time limitations, Members were 	invited to consider and resolve as appropriate:
· the judges results in respect of the Nantyglo & Bloom entries
· appropriate award and presentation

	Councillors D Hillman, C Hillman, R Pagett and K Jones declared an interest in this item.  	Resolved that these members leave the chamber for discussion.

	Members considered the judges’ scores in respect of each entrant and Resolved 	accordingly:
	Victoria Street Allotments – Group Allotment
	Llys y Capel Residents Association – Community Group
	Open Spaces – Michael Knapp
	Gwaun Delyn Close Residents – Street
	Janet Healey – Hanging Basket/Window Basket/Container
	Janet Healey – Individual House
	Des Hillman – Individual Allotment
	Holy Trinity and St Anne’s Church – Place of Worship
	Daniel Pitts – Highly Commended
62 (18/19)
	Keith Jenkins – Highly Commended
	Janet Healey – Mayor’s Shield

	Resolved that the winners be invited to the Council Chamber 6pm at the next Full Council 	meeting for presentation of awards (23rd October 2018).
	Resolved that light refreshments be provided.
	Resolved that entrants be notified in writing.

Councillor K Treharne left the meeting at this juncture.

12.	Review of the Electoral Arrangements for the County Borough of Blaenau Gwent – 	Draft Proposals:
	Members were invited to consider the draft proposals in respect of the review of electoral 	arrangements for the County Borough of Blaenau Gwent. Attached were the proposals 	contained that would affect the wards of Nantyglo & Blaina and Members were invited to 	submit comments. Members were informed that the full document is placed in the 	Council Chamber.	

	Members discussed this item and raised concerns in reference to Page 19, Point 38.  	Members felt that the Welsh language name would cause confusion between the town of 	Blaina and Blaenau Gwent.  Members also raised concerns about the costs of 	implementing the Welsh language name.  On page 29, members expressed that changes in 	the boundaries would have an effect on precept.  Members also queries why Winchestown 	would not be part of the boundary changes.
	Resolved that at letter with members’ comments and objection to point 38 be sent. Further 	Resolved that Winchestown’s boundaries be queried.

14. 	Licensing Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.
a)	None received to date.

	Resolved accordingly.

15.	Forthcoming Events:
· 22nd September 2018 - Reaffirmation Parade, Brynmawr at 11am  
· 22nd September 2018 – Memorial Stone Unveiling in respect of CSM JH Williams VC, Nantyglo at 3pm
· 21st October 2018 – Civic Sunday, Wesley Church, Nantyglo at 3pm
	Members were invited to all events – help had been requested in the form of stewards for 	the events taking place on 22nd September 2018.
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	Members were informed that invites had been sent for the Civic Sunday celebrations and 	that members should notify the Town Clerk or Assistant Officer of their attendance.
	Resolved to note that information received.  Further Resolved that members should notify 	the Town Clerk or Assistant Officer of their attendance to Civic Sunday.
16.	Well-Being of Future Generations Act (Wales) 2015:
	Members were invited to consider the attached report in respect of the above act and 	resolve as appropriate.
	The Town Clerk explained that this is not a statutory requirement for the Town Council but 	good practice.  The Town Clerk further explained how this would proactively help plan 	events with the public in mind and any evidence produced would be proof of adherence to 	this Act and good practice by the Town Council.
	Members commented that the Events Committee was the face of the Council and in 	conjunction with this Act would be able to use the feedback from the electorate to develop 	and plan different events.
	Members suggested that a Task and Finish Group would be best to further discuss this item 	and take it forward.
	Resolved that the content of the report be acknowledged and Further Resolved that a 	Task and Finish Group take place to take forward actions in further detail.
17.	Members’ Updates:
	Members were invited to inform and provide updates of any recent activities.

	Councillor D Hillman informed members that he attended the Town and Community Council 	consultation meeting with the Principal Authority.  Councillor Hillman expressed that it was 	difficult to discuss Town and Community Council matters due to there being no meeting 	room made available for the pre-meeting and due to the number of Borough Members 	present.  This was 	made known to the Leader of the Principal Authority.  Items discussed 	included the 	wellbeing plan, school transport, crossing patrols. Councillor Hillman 	questioned the Leader with the value placed on children’s safety and was told by the 	Leader that he did not answer directly and commented that a decision had not been made.  	The concerns with Community Asset Transfers were raised and the Principal Authority 	responded by explaining that if there were any major issues that they would take back the 	asset and such under Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council’s control.
	Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman gave members an update of the event at Llys Nant-y-	Mynydd.  They commented that the Town Council’s display was in a poor location, however 	the box for consultation questionnaires was on show.
	Resolved to note that information received.
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18.	Confidential Information:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 	and is therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only (Public Bodies Admission to 	Meetings Act 1960).	
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