NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU
Mrs T Hughes Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau, NP13 3BN  
 Tel: 01495 292817          e-mail:  n-btowncouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd October 2018.

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend

Presentation - Nantyglo and Blaina in Bloom 2018 
Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the winners of Nantyglo & Blaina in Bloom were presented with their awards.

	Present:		Councillor G Morvan, Chairman
				Councillors C Bridgeman; R Pagett; K Treharne; R Abbas; B Lucas; 
				S Smith; E Morgan; T McKnight; K Jones

	In attendance:	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO
				Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer

Declaration of Interest
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the proceedings. Please note that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the book provided.  Resolved that none declared.

1.	Apologies:
	Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors L Harris; D Hillman and C 	Hillman.

2.	Town Mayor’s Communications:
	The Town Mayor to inform of his activities during October 2018.

	The Town Mayor informed members that he attended the funeral of Flight Lieutenant Gerry 	English with whom he served at the ATC squadron in Blaina.   Flight Lieutenant English 	was a great support to Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council.  Speaking at the funeral, the 	Town Mayor took the time to mention the high regard that Nantyglo and Blaina Town 	Council held for him and sent his condolences on behalf of the Town Council.

	Civic Sunday was a success and the Town Mayor thanked members for attending.  	Members were informed that both the High Sheriff of Gwent and the Deputy Lord 	Lieutenant were in attendance.  Members were also notified that the Deputy Lord 	Lieutenant thoroughly enjoyed her first appointment as Deputy and was intending to march 	with the Town Council for Armistice Day.  
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	A raffle was held during Civic Sunday and £100 was raised for the Mayoral Appeal 2018/19.  	The Town Mayor informed members that the current amount that has been raised was 	£389.50.
	Nantyglo and Blaina In Bloom awards were presented before this meeting and went 	successfully; this was also used as a consultation opportunity.
	Resolved to note that information received.

3.	Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 25th September 2018 (pages 56- 66)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings. 
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	Resolved that the minutes be approved.
4.	Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee Meeting dated 8th October 2018 	(pages 67- 68)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.

a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	A member queried requested information from Item 4; the Clerk informed members that 	despite a request made to the department the information had not been received.
	Resolved that the minutes be approved.

5.	Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held 8th October 	2018 	(pages 69-74)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	Resolved that the minutes be approved.
6.	Correspondence:
	Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
a)	Wales Audit Office:
	Information in respect of public interest reports into failures in governance & financial 	management at four community councils. Members were informed that the full report of 	each council is located in the council chamber.
	It was noted that in a previous meeting, the four councils mentioned were queried; 	members were informed that the councils mentioned could be found in this report and 	notably none of them were from the local area.
	Resolved to note that information received.
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b)	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council:
i	Letter of thanks in respect of the recent Freedom of the Borough Reaffirmation Parade.
	Councillor Morvan thanked Councillor Bridgeman for attending these meetings on behalf of 	the Town Council.
	Resolved to note that information received.
Additional correspondence received with the permission of the Chairman
ii. 	Open Access Outreach Play Sessions leaflet.
	The Town Clerk informed members that she queried why neither Nantyglo nor Blaina were 	included on the list of locations and read the response to members which stated that the 	locations were chosen subject to budgeting and staffing.  This letter also mentioned that 	previous sessions offered to Nantyglo and Blaina were poorly attended.  Members queried 	the publicity of these events and suggested that an appropriate amount of publicity would 	spread the message better to inform members of the public of these opportunities. 
	Resolved to note that information received.
iii.	BG Network Event invitation.
	Resolved that members inform Town Clerk if they wished to attend.
c)	Community Health Council
	Invitation to the Executive Committee of Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council.
	Resolved to note that information received.
7.	Application to the Community Grant Fund:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 	Members were also reminded that applications will need to be considered in conjunction 	with the current policy.
a)	None received to date.
	Resolved accordingly.
8.	Application Form for Co-option:
	Members were invited to consider and if appropriate resolve that the proposed application 	form to be completed in addition to a letter from a co-option applicant. The proposed form 	was designed to assist applicants, Members and Officers of the Town Council in helping to 	determine individuals’ eligibility and suitability to become a Town / Community Councillor.
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	A member queried whether it would be made obvious that an additional letter would be 	required.  The Clerk informed members that the application pack would outline this explicitly 	and that the purpose of the form is to outline the legalities.  A member asked that this be 	added to the form in conjunction with the letter.
	Resolved that the application form be adopted with amendments.
9.	IRPW Draft Annual Report Consultation (February 2019):
	Members were invited to consider and if appropriate submits comments in respect of the 	attached report concerning payments and allowances to Members.
	The Town Clerk clarified that this was a draft report and informed members that if they 	wanted to submit a comment to notify the Town Clerk.  
	Resolved to note that information received.
10.	Planning Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.
a)	Plan Application No. C/2018/0285 – Roundhouse Farm, Woodland Terrace, rear Lane 	Passing (Gardeners Cottage), Nantyglo
	Rebuild of existing dwelling, raising of main roof, two storey rear extension and front porch.
	The Town Clerk informed members that the addresses differ slightly on the e-mail and 	planning application and that this was queried with the Planning Department.  They 	confirmed that this was the same dwelling and the longer address was used to clarify the 	exact location.
	Resolved that no representations or objections be made.
b)	Plan Application No. C/2018/0292 – 39 Lower Coed Cae, Nantyglo
	Demolition of existing dwelling and construction of three new houses. 

	Members felt that this was a poor site plan, but had no objections in principle.

	Resolved that the members’ comment be submitted however no objections be made.

11. 	Licensing Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.
a)	Shaun Strickland – 35 Partridge Way, Duffryn, Newport (applicant)
	Application for a mobile street trading consent (details of application)
	Throughout Blaenau Gwent (location)
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	Members felt that as this application does not specify what is being sold that they would 	require further details before making a decision.
	Resolved that an e-mail be sent to Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council enquiring 	about 	what would be sold.
b)	Blaina Properties Ltd – ‘Wilmar’, Bournville Road, Blaina (applicant)
	Application for the Variation of the Designated Premises Supervisor (details of application)
	The Goldiggers, 122 King Street, Brynmawr (location).
 	Resolved that no representations or objections be made.
12.	Christmas & other Events:
	Due to a recent change in the membership of the Events Committee and the lack of 	committee meetings being held, Members may wish to consider and if appropriate resolve 	the items listed below due to time constraints:
a)	Christmas Events:
· The appointment of a Vice Chair in respect of the Events Committee.

	This item had been discussed between the Chair of the Events Committee and the Town 	Clerk prior to the meeting, and they have agreed that a Vice Chair could give additional 	help should meetings be difficult to attend and also ease the facilitation of meetings.
	
	Nominations were invited from members for the post of Vice Chair of the Events 	Committee.

	Resolved that Councillor T McKnight be appointed as Vice Chair.

· The dates and locations of the Christmas Fun Nights were provisionally booked to be held on Wednesday 5th December (Nantyglo RFC) and Tuesday 11th December (Blaina Community Centre) with both events open to the public from approximately 4.30pm; Santa to arrive at 6pm and the event to finish by 8pm.

	Members ratified these dates.  A member queried the times and suggested that the Events 	Committee may wish to negotiate the times, reducing the times so that footfall would be 	consistent.

	Resolved that the Christmas Fun Nights take place at Nantyglo RFC on 5th December 	2018 and Blaina Community Centre on 11th December.

· Who would perform the role of Santa? Also the provision of Santa’s Grotto.

	There was no interest from members to perform the role of Santa; however the Chair of the 	Events Committee informed members that she is in negotiations with someone she knows 	to cover the provision of Santa for these events.

	Resolved to note that information received.
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· The invitation of other organisations such as Blaina Band; Academy of Vocal Arts to participate at each evening.

	Members have expressed that they would like both events to be a mirror image of each 	other and as such would like these organisations to attend both events.
	Resolved that invitations be sent to the organisations mentioned.

· The invitation of Blaenau Gwent ward members for Nantyglo & Blaina (and any other relevant organisations) to participate in each event.

	A member suggested that other people be invited also and that volunteers should be 	sought for these events.
	Resolved that members and relevant organisations be invited.

· The provision of refreshments.
	It was suggested that the Coed Cae Interact Club be contacted for them to provide the 	refreshments just as last year.  Members mentioned that the club may have disbanded, 	however there was no confirmation of this.
	Resolved that the Coed Cae Interact Club be contacted regarding refreshments in the first 	instance.

· The invitation and provision of stalls at each evening.

	Members wanted to invite the same people again this year who were in attendance last 	year.
	Resolved that stallholders be contacted and booked for the Christmas Fun Events.

· Santa’s sleigh and associated matters.
Members stated that they would like to ensure that the sleigh would be booked this year.
	Resolved accordingly.

b)	Autumn Showcase Event:
	Owing to time and other constraints, Members may wish to re-consider the previous 	decision to hold an Autumn Showcase Event.

	Members agreed that this item should be postponed until 2019 for consideration.
	Resolved that the Autumn Showcase Event be postponed until 2019.

c)	Centenary of the end of World War I:
	In order to help celebrate the centenary of the end of World War I Members may wish to 	consider and if appropriate resolve to display the pen and ink drawings telling the story of 	WWI in the Council Chamber.
	
	Members discussed this item and were in favour of holding an event such as this with the 	resources that the Town Council already had.

	Resolved that pen and ink drawings be displayed as part of the WWI celebrations.
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13.	Forthcoming Events:
· 21st October 2018 – Civic Sunday, Wesley Church, Nantyglo at 3pm
· 11th November 2018 – Remembrance Sunday
· 28th November 2018 – Carol Concert at Wesley Church, Nantyglo at 2pm (Blaen y Cwm)
· 28th November 2018 – Carol Concert at Wesley Church, Nantyglo at 6pm (Coed y Garn)
· 29th November 2018 – Carol Concert at Gladstone Street Chapel (Prims), Blaina at 2pm 				(Ysgol Bro Helyg)
· 29th November 2018 – Carol Concert at Gladstone Street Chapel (Prims), Blaina at 6pm
				(Ystruth Primary)
· w/c 3rd and 10th December 2018 – Christmas Fun Night at Nantyglo RFC & Blaina 		Community Centre (exact dates to be confirmed – see item 12a)
	Resolved to note that information received.
14.	Members’ Updates:
	Members were invited to inform and provide updates of any recent activities.
	Councillor Abbas informed members of a project at Coed-y-Garn Primary School which he 	has been supporting.  The garden project and litter pick was aided by different partnerships 	and was very successful.
	Councillor Treharne informed members that a member of the Vocal Academy of Arts 	reached the finals of the Junior Eurovision Song Contest which was broadcast on S4C.  	Members congratulated Gracie Jones on her success.
	Resolved to note that information received.

15.	Confidential Information:
	The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 	and is therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only (Public Bodies Admission to 	Meetings Act 1960).	
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