NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU
Mrs T Hughes Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau, NP13 3BN  
 Tel: 01495 292817          e-mail:  n-btowncouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Tuesday 24th July 2018.
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

	Present:		Councillor G Morvan, Chairman, presiding
				Councillors K Jones; C Bridgeman; C Hillman; D Hillman; S Smith

	In attendance:	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO
				Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer

Declaration of Interest
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the proceedings. Please note that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the book provided.  Resolved that none were declared.

At the beginning of the meeting, Councillor Morvan explained the fire procedures and regulations in place should an emergency occur.

1.	Apologies:
	Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors B Lucas; T McKnight; K 	Treharne; R Pagett and L Harris.

2.	Town Mayor’s Communications:
	The Town Mayor informed of his activities during July 2018.

	The Mayor informed members that he attended two engagements during July including the 	NHS 70th birthday celebrations at Tredegar Park and Ystruth Primary School concert. The 	Mayor informed that the NHS celebrations were well-organised and that attendees included 	First Minister, Carwyn Jones, local MP, Nick Smith, local AM, Alun Davies and Cabinet 	Secretary for Health and Social Services, Vaughan Gething.  The Town Mayor 	congratulated Tredegar Town Council and Town Mayor, Councillor Trollope on this event 	and the week leading up to this celebration.

	The Town Mayor informed members of the successful concert held at Ystruth Primary 	School in their newly refurbished gym.  Councillor Smith also attended this event.  Members 	were informed that the show was excellent and very entertaining and was performed by all 	age groups within the school.  The theme was ‘Music through the Ages’ and was thoroughly 	enjoyed by all who attended.
	Resolved to note that information received.
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3.	Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 26th June 2018 (pages 16-27)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings. 
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
· Page 20, item 12e): Members informed the Council that they had confirmed that the Nantyglo and Blaina Chamber of Trade and Commerce was still in existence.
· Page 21, Item 13- Grant Application Fund to be amended to include the information contained within the updated Grants Policy.
· Page 21, Item 15: To include ‘Members met with the High Sheriff.’
· Page 22, Item 16: A member queried the time frame for planning applications. The Town Clerk informed members that planning applications need to be considered within 21 days unless the planning application specified otherwise.
· Page 25, Item 19d): Change ‘opinions’ to ‘views’
· Page 26, Item 19d), to include: Councillor R Pagett expressed concerns around the safety issues in respect of Officers inspecting Salem Chapel and queried liability insurance in such instances.
· Page 26, Item 19): To change ‘…make a decision to avoid criticism from regulatory bodies’ to ‘when all the relevant information was provided to help members make a balanced judgement which would show the regulators that the Town Council had done all that was possible to resolve this issue. Therefore avoiding any criticism from regulatory bodies.’
	Resolved that the minutes be approved with amendments.
4.	Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee Meeting dated 9th July 2018 (pages 	28-30)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:

	In reference to Item 4, Licence Applications, members queried whether it would be possible 	to be given the specific names of applicants where companies are applying on their behalf.  	The Town Clerk informed members that the information given was the information provided 	by the Licensing Team. 

	Resolved that the minutes be approved.  Further Resolved that the Town Clerk contact 	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council’s Licencing Department in respect of specific 	names for applications.
5. 	Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting dated 9th July 2018 	(pages 31-34)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
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a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:

	Page 32, Item 2c) – Both Councillor D Hillman and C Hillman attended this event on behalf 	of the Town Council. 
	In respect of Item 3 (Page 32) members were informed by the Town Clerk that she would 	be able to provide a copy of the User Agreement to members.
	Resolved that the minutes be approved with amendments.
6.	Correspondence:
	Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
a)	One Voice Wales
i)	Annual General Meeting of the Gwent Valleys Area Committee 
	Members discussed that there was a clash of dates due to the Full Council meeting held on 	the same date and time.  Members requested that future meeting dates of One Voice 	Wales be discussed at the appropriate area meeting to avoid such an occurrence.
	Resolved to note that information received.
ii)	Is there a tree in your community you would like to champion? 
	Members discussed local trees and would inform the Clerk, should they wish to champion 	any.
	Resolved to note that information received.
iii)	Decarbonisation Newsletter 
	Resolved to note that information received.

b)	Older People’s Commissioner for Wales:
	Commissioner’s Newsletter
	Members suggested that it might be a possibility to invite the Commissioner as a guest 	speaker.
	Resolved to investigate the possibility of inviting the Older People’s Commissioner.
c)	Blaenau Gwent Constituency Labour Party: Nantyglo Ward 
	A letter in respect of the possibility of Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council holding public 	meetings in the future was received from the Nantyglo Labour Group.
	Councillor Bridgeman informed members that he was not at the previous Labour Party 	meeting and had no prior knowledge of the letter. Members noted that as Councillor 	Watkins was not in attendance there was no conflict of interest.  Members felt that the 	queries raised in this letter may have stemmed from the recent public consultation meeting.  	Members discussed this item thoroughly and agreed that a response should be written 	which should note that the public were entitled to attend meetings and that the Independent 	Group was continuing with the action plan implemented by the previous Labour-run Town 	Council. 
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	Members of the Town Council agreed that they work together as a group and not as 	individuals or members of other groups.  Members also agreed that the Town Council has 	become even more 	transparent and open over the years, complied with all legislation and 	made the information available to the public and online.
	Resolved that a response be written.
d)	Friends of Ystruth Primary School 
	A letter in respect of safe crossing near Ystruth Primary School.
	A member had spoken to different Crossing Patrol Officers who informed that they were 	uncertain of their future.  Members agreed that there was no price on the life of a child and 	considered that designated crossing areas would cost more than patrols.  The Town Clerk 	informed that Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council should hold consultations with all 	key stakeholders before making any such decisions.
	A member asked a question at this juncture:
	Q. Would the school budget fund Crossing Patrol Officers?
	A. There were similar issues in other schools in the area; school budgets had been cut 	dramatically and it is thought that one local school’s overspend was approximately £50,000 	and therefore not be in a financial position to find such a position.
	Resolved that a letter of support be written specifically for Ystruth Primary School.  Further 	Resolved that letters of support be written for the other schools within the wards of 	Nantyglo and Blaina.

Additional items received with permission from the Chairman:
e)	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
	An e-mail in respect of Blaina Bowls and Nantyglo FC, Duffryn Park Community Asset 	Transfer
	Members discussed this item thoroughly, but were concerned that resources might be an 	issue.  Members supported this transfer in principal, but had concerns about viability and 	maintenance of facilities.
	Resolved that no objections or representations be made, but to include concerns of the 	viability of this transfer and other Community Asset Transfers.

f) 	Tredegar Town Council
	An invitation to ‘Fly the Ensign for Merchant Navy Day’
	Resolved to note that information received.

g)	Brecon Beacons National Park Authority
i)	Agenda for National Park Authority
	Resolved to note that information received.
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ii)	Agenda for Audit and Scrutiny Committee
	Resolved to note that information received.
iii)	Agenda for Planning, Access and Rights of Way	
	Resolved to note that information received.

h)	Gwent Police
	E-mail informing members of forthcoming community meetings.
	Resolved to note that information received.

i)	Information Commission Office	
	Certificate informing that Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council fall under Tier 1 and Town 	Council’s registration for 2018/19.
	Resolved to note that information received.

j)	Welsh Government
i)	Stakeholder information session
	Resolved to note that information received.
ii)	Consultation on banning the use of combustible materials in the external walls of high-rise 	residential buildings.
	Resolved to note that information received.
	
7.	Application to the Community Grant Fund:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 	Members were also reminded of the previous decision to set four levels of grant aid i.e. 	£25; £50; £75 and £100 and that applications would be considered in conjunction 	with the current policy.
a)	Royal British Legion – Blaina Branch 
	Councillor Morvan informed members that unfortunately due to a lack of Police support for 	this grant application, it had to be withdrawn due to the event being cancelled.  Members 	were disappointed to hear of this news.
	Resolved that this application be withdrawn and as such no donation be made.
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b)	Nantyglo FC 
	Members commented that there were several points on the application which were not 	completed and as a result requested that the Football Club complete the application form 	completely before making a decision.
	Resolved that Nantyglo FC be contacted to complete the application form and that no 	donation be made on this occasion due to lack of information.
8.	Planning Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.
		
a)	Plan Application No. C/2018/0209 – 1 Blaenant Road, Nantyglo
	A single detached dwelling and a detached garage.
	Members queried why there was no date stamp on the planning application.  The Town 	Clerk informed members that these applications are date stamped on the email in which 	they are sent.  Members requested that there be a physical date stamp on the printed 	planning application forms, which was agreed to be undertaken.
	Resolved that no objections or representations be made.

9. 	Licensing Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.
a)	Shaun Strickland, 25 Partridge Way, Duffryn, Newport and Chris Jones, 13 Heddfan South, 	Cardiff – Application for a permanent mobile street trading consent in respect of Mr Whippy 	Ice Cream for use throughout the borough.
	Resolved that no objections or representations be made.

10. 	IRPW Report (May 2018)
	Members were invited to consider the attached report in respect of the recent 	resolutions agreed by Council.
	The Town Clerk informed members that this item had previously been discussed and 	Resolved at a meeting held in May 2018 and therefore was not for discussion.  (This item 	had been included on the agenda by mistake).
	Resolved accordingly.
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11.	Forthcoming Events:
· Nantyglo & Blaina in Bloom -   Judging to take place 13th August to 27th August 2018. The 	final date for entries was 31st July 2018.
	Members were informed that a number of entries had been received.
· Flower Fruit and Veg Show - Show to take place on 15th September 2018 at Blaina 	Community Centre. 
	Members were informed that no entries had been received as yet.
	Councillor Morvan informed members that he had ordered shields for both competitions.
	Members were reminded that help and assistance is required for all events.
	Resolved to note that information received.

12. Members Vacancies
	Blaina Ward – Members were informed that as a result of there being no demand for an 	election, a notice to advertise the vacancy to be filled by co-option has now been circulated.  
	A member commented that due to the new legislation in respect of remuneration, that the 	notice would need a slight amendment to demonstrate this.	The Town Clerk informed that 	the notices on the Town Councils website had been amended to include the recent change.

	Resolved to note that information received.

Additional information received with permission from the Chairman.

	Applications in respect of the Nantyglo Ward – Members were informed that in light of the 	recently advertised vacancy for the Nantyglo ward an application had been received in 	respect of co-option.  Members were informed that there was currently one vacancy in 	respect of the Nantyglo Ward.
· Jamie John O’Gorman
	Resolved that this decision be deferred until September.

13.	Confidential Information:
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 	and is therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only (Public Bodies Admission to 	Meetings Act 1960).	
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