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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 23rd January 2018
A Meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend
Present:		Councillor C Bridgeman, Town Mayor / Chairman, presiding
			Councillors: G Morvan; S Smith; T McKnight; L Emanuel; C Hillman; 
			D Hillman; G Watkins and M James.

In attendance:	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO

Members were informed that the guest speaker item was cancelled due to both Inspector Thomas and PC Lewis being unavailable to attend. This item was now an agenda item for Tuesday 27th February 2018. Resolved to note the information received.

Declaration of Interest
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the proceedings. Please note that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the book provided. Resolved to note that the Town Clerk declared an interest in item 11. Members Resolved that the Town Clerk remain in the meeting for the item.

1.	Apologies:
	Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors A Banks; K Treharne & K 	Jones.
2.	Town Mayor’s Communications:
	The Town Mayor informed that he attended all four Carol Concerts which featured the local 	primary schools. The concerts were, once again very well attended by the local community. 	The Christmas Fun Night held in Nantyglo RFC on 29th November 2017 was extremely 	successful and well attended and many local residents complimented the Town Council on 	holding such an enjoyable event. The Christmas Fun Night at Blaina went ahead on 8th 	December 2017 but was not as well attended due to the weather conditions, although it was 	reported to be a successful and very festive event.
	A steering group meeting in respect of CSM JH Williams VC was attended on the morning 	of Tuesday 23rd January 2018, whereby it was agreed that the commemoration stone in 	respect of CSM JH Williams would be placed in Nantyglo (probably in the vicinity of the 	Town Council’s memorial to CSM Williams). The date of the event was planned for 22nd 	September 2018 to coincide with the Freedom of the Borough of Blaenau Gwent, 	Affirmation of the Welsh Regiment. The regiment would parade through Brynmawr and 	Nantyglo, after which refreshments would take place courtesy of Blaenau Gwent County 	Borough Council and the Military.
	Resolved to note the information received.
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3.	Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 28th November 2017
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings. 
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	Resolved that the minutes be approved.
4.	Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee Meeting dated 11th December 2017 	(held 8th January 2018)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings. 
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	Resolved that the minutes be approved.
5.	Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting dated 11th December 	2017 (held 8th January 2018)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	Resolved that the minutes be approved.	
6.	Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee Meeting held 8th January 2018
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	Resolved that the minutes be approved.
7.	Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held 8th January 2018
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
p.91 – The Town Clerk confirmed that the ARC Awards had been arranged for the 12th April 2018 	and that Nantyglo RFC had been booked as the venue.
	Resolved that the minutes be approved.

8.	Correspondence:
	Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any urgent information that might be received prior to the date of the meeting.
a)	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council – (for information):
i	Blaenau Gwent Business Awards
	Resolved to note the information received.
ii	Notification re: Temporary/longer relocation of Citizen Advice Bureau:
	Resolved to note the information received.
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iii	Consultation with Town/Community Councils re: Revenue Budget 2018/19	:
	Members were informed that Councillors D Hillman, M James and G Morvan would attend 	the meeting in the absence of the Town Clerk / RFO and Cllr A Banks.
	Resolved to note the information received.
b)	Aneurin Bevan UHB – (for information):
	Advertisement for volunteers in respect of the Community Health Council.
	Resolved to note the information received.
c)	Brecon Beacons National Park Authority– (for information):
i	E-mail clarification regarding the role of Town/Community Councils within the BBNPA.
	Resolved to note the information received.
ii         Agenda for Extraordinary General Meeting on 23rd January 2018.
	Resolved to note the information received.
Iii	Agenda for Planning, Access and Rights of Way Meeting on 23rd January 2018.
	Resolved to note the information received. 
d)	Welsh Government:
i	Consultation on proposals to tackle crime and poor performance in the waste sector.
	Resolved to note the information received.
Ii	Consultation on Public Health (Wales) Act 2017 section 8: Local Toilet strategies.
	Resolved to note the information received.
Additional correspondence received with permission of the Chairman:
e)	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council:
i	Blaenau Gwent CBC Standards Committee. E-mail informing of an objection received to the 	proposal in determining a candidate and a revised proposal based on a system of rotation 	in alphabetical order. This would mean that as Nantyglo & Blaina Town Council provided 	the last member, Tredegar Town Council would now be entitled to nominate/provide the 	member for the next term. Comments were invited for submission.	
	Members opined that the situation proposed was ‘bizarre’.
	Resolved to note the information received.
ii)	Induction training for Town Councillors. E-mail confirming that BGCBC was unable to 	provide Induction training to Town Councillors due to limited resources available. The 	request would be discussed with the Monitoring Officer regarding other available options. 
	Resolved to note the information received.
f)	Nick Smith MP:
	Notification of advice surgery to be held on Saturday 27th January 2018, 11.30am – 	12.30pm at Abertillery Library.
	Resolved to note the information received.
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g)	Welsh Government:
	The Independent Review Panel would be holding a drop in session at Red House, Merthyr 	Tydfil on 12th February 2017.
	Members were requested to inform the Town Clerk if they wished to attend.
	Resolved to note the information received.
	
9.	Application to the Community Grant Fund:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 	Members were also reminded of the previous decision to set three levels of grant aid i.e. 	£30; £65 and £100.
a)	Blaen-y-Cwm Primary School:
	Members were also informed that Blaen-y-Cwm primary was the first primary school within 	the area to achieve the status of a ‘dementia friendly school’.
	Resolved that a financial donation of £100.00 be paid and Further Resolved to note the 	information received.
10.	Member Vacancies:
a)	Members were informed that the Council can now begin the co-option process in respect of 	the Member vacancies within the Nantyglo & Blaina Wards. A copy of the advertisement 	was attached for Members’ information. 
	Resolved to note the information received.
b)	Members were informed that in light of the vacancies (as above), an application had been 	received for consideration in respect of co-option:
· Mrs Lilian Harris (no preference)
Members were informed that since the distribution of the agenda an additional two applications have been received for consideration. Members were provided with the option of voting on the one application as detailed OR deferring all application for voting (as per Standing Orders) until the next committee meeting on Monday 12th February.
Resolved to consider Mrs Harris application at this meeting (23rd January 2018) and Further Resolved that the Town Clerk and Councillors T McKnight and G Watkins act as ‘tellers’ for this purpose.
Resolved that Lilian Harris be co-opted as a Member of Nantyglo & Blaina Town Council and Further Resolved that Mrs Harris be invited to choose which Ward to represent.

11.	Subscriptions:
	Members were invited to consider renewing the membership for 2018/19 for the Society of 	Local Council Clerks.
	Resolved that the subscription be renewed.
12.	Standing Orders:
	Members considered the draft update of the Town Council’s Standing Orders for 2018/19 	and the following comments were made:
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· Page 3 – it was clarified that the Annual Meeting would start at 7pm unless resolved otherwise. Resolved that the Annual Meeting start time would remain as 7pm.
· Page 4 – it was clarified that the term ‘clear days’ was taken from the wording used in the legislation for this purpose. Resolved that the term ‘clear days’ remain.
· Page 5 & 19– There was concern that if delegated powers was given solely to the Town Clerk, this could place the Town Clerk under increased pressure. It was proposed and Resolved the Standing Orders be amended ‘ that delegated powers be awarded to the Town Clerk and Leader of the Council.’
· Page 7 – point xxii – proposed and Resolved that this be deleted from the Standing Orders.
· Page 11 – point 11b – proposed and Resolved that this be deleted.
· Page 17 – point 28b – Proposed and Resolved to insert ‘in respect of Council business’.
	Resolved that the Standing Orders be adopted subject to the amendments as above.

13.	Planning Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that might be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.
a)	Plan Application No. C/2018/0009 – Hafod, Market Road, Nantyglo:
	Bay window and single storey rear extension.
	Resolved that no representation or objection be made.
b)	Plan Application No. C/2018/0010 – Winchestown Stores, Waun Ebbw Road, Nantyglo:
	Retention of internally illuminated signage.
	Resolved that no representation or objection be made.
c)	Plan Application No. C/2018/0011 – Land Rear of Garn Road, Nantyglo:
	Construction of a private garage.
	Resolved that no representation or objection be made.
d)	Plan Application No. C/201/0012 – Winchestown Stores, Waun Ebbw Road, Nantyglo:
	Retention of ATM.
	Resolved that no representation or objection be made.
e)	Plan Application No. C/2018/0016 – 23, Glan Ebbw, Blaina:
	Proposed access to off road parking in garden area and timber fence to front and side 	garden boundary.
	Resolved that no representations or objections be made.
Additional planning applications received with permission of the Chairman:
f)	Plan Application No. C/2018/0020 – Land to south side of Rising Sun Industrial Estate, 	Blaina:
	Change of use of land for grazing and sheep dog training with associated fencing and 	kissing gate.
	Resolved that no representations or objections be made.
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g)	Plan Application No. C/2018/0022 – Round House Farm, Woodland Terrace Rear Lane 	Passing, Nantyglo (application for removal or variation of a condition following grant of 	planning permission:
	Conversion of north wing of barn together with alterations to form 3 holiday units at Round 	House Farm, Nantyglo (plan approved) – removal of conditions applied for: existing roof 	has to be structurally strengthened – revised drawings submitted. 
	Resolved that representation be submitted ‘all works to be carried out subject to all the 	required listed building legislation.
	
14. 	Licensing Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that might be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.
a)	None received to date.
	Resolved accordingly.

15.	Confidential Information:
	The following item(s) may contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature 	and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only (Public Bodies Admission 	to Meetings Act 1960).	
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