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CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU
Mrs T Hughes Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r r Cyngor, Sefydliad Bl;aenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau, NP13 3BN  
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Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 27th March 2018

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

Present:		Councillor C Bridgeman, Chairman, presiding
			Councillors G Morvan; K Treharne; D Hillman; S Smith; K Jones; G Watkins

In attendance:	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO
			Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer

The Chairman welcomed the members and visiting speakers to the meeting and reminded members of fire regulations.

To receive:	Mr Rafi Abbas.
Members were reminded to note the Standing Order relating to guest speakers:
1.	Members to receive presentation.
2.	Questions were invited from Members at the end of the presentation.
3.	Members were requested to ask only one question each – if time allows AND with 	permission of the Chairman, a second question may be asked.
4.	Members were reminded that there was to be no discussion or exchange of points of view 	between Members and that all dialogue was to be directed through the Chairman. 

Mr Abbas introduced himself and his wife, Mrs Christine Abbas and thanked the members for the invitation to speak.

Mr Abbas spoke to the Council about an event taking place at Blaina Community Centre 20th April 2018 called ‘Building Stronger Communities in Blaenau Gwent.’  Mr Abbas explained that similar junior empowerment projects have been developed with communities from different parts of the world which have had good results as recorded in a study by Worcester University. 

Mr Abbas and his wife spoke about engaging with youth and young people and educating them as the future generation.  The program that they wish to implement in Blaenau Gwent would be concentrating on developing youth to contribute to their society and community as individuals.  The premise to this The meeting which will take place in April is an opportunity for the community to see how they can be involved with this.

At this juncture questions were invited:

Q. Have you been involved with Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council regarding Future Generations?
A. We have been involved at all levels including liaising with the local AM, MP, Police Commissioner and we are currently liaising with the Youth Service Manager for Blaenau Gwent.  Many youth groups and organisations look at this program to complement their current provisions.
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Q. Can you confirm whether this would be a religious gathering?
A. It was inspired by the writings of multiple faiths, but it was open to everyone in the community.


Q. What outcomes do you wish to achieve?
A. We would like to make people aware of the program and provide an opportunity for those who wish to engage with it in Blaenau Gwent.

Q.  Who has been invited?
A. Local MP and Am, Police Commissioner, faith communities, Rotary, police, local schools and colleges.

Q. Is the idea of the meeting to form a committee?
A.  We would like to see what happens, as individuals we are weak but as a group we could make a positive contribution if there is a desire to make changes.

Q. Have gatherings in other parts of the world been successful?
A. Yes, the program began about 25 years ago in Central America identifying the needs of young people.  This program engaged with young people who were in need and positive changes were seen.  Worcester University evaluated the program and made a commendation that this program be applied to schools. 

The Chairman thanked Mr and Mrs Abbas for their presentation.

Mr and Mrs Abbas left the meeting at this juncture.

Declaration of Interest
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the book provided.  Resolved to note that no declarations were made.


1.	Apologies:
	Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors L Harris, B Lucas,           	L Emmanuel, R Pagett, E Morgan, T McKnight, A Banks and M James.

2.	Town Mayor’s Communications:
	The Town Mayor informed members of his activities during March 2018.
	
	The Town Mayor attended an Armed Forces Covenant meeting together with the Town 	Clerk regarding a reaffirmation parade which would be done in conjunction with surrounding 	towns as a larger event to commemorate the centenary of World War Two.  The Town 	Mayor informed members that the Armed Forces Steering Group was responsible for 	arranging this.   

	The Town Mayor mentioned about the use of Central Park, Blaina during centenary 	celebrations. The Clerk informed members that memorial benches have been looked at as 	part of the town’s celebrations.

	Resolved to note the information received.
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3.	Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 27th February 2018
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings. 

a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	Page 111- 3a) – A member highlighted the previous resolution for greater participation of 	task and finish groups prior to resolutions being made by council.

	Resolved that the minutes be approved.

4.	Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee Meeting dated 12th March 2018 	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings. 

a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:

	Resolved that the minutes be approved.

5.	Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting dated 12th March 	2018 
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.

a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:

	Resolved that the minutes be approved.

6.	Minutes of the Events Committee Meeting dated 15th March 2018
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.

a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:	
	Members were pleased that there had been a positive number of awards allocated.
	Members requested that agenda items be numbered.

	Resolved that the minutes be approved.  Further Resolved that agenda items will be 	numbered.

7.	Correspondence:
	Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.

a)	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council):
i	Local Authority School Governor applications – Members were informed that applications in 	respect of school governors within Blaenau Gwent can be applied for at any time (subject to 	vacancies – application form available from the Town Clerk).

	Resolved to note information received.
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ii	Consultation with Town/Community Councils on 22nd March 2018 
	Q. Why was the consultation meeting cancelled due to the lack of business?
	A. As a Town Council, the Clerk put forward an agenda item regarding devolved service 	plans for Blaenau Gwent.  The Clerk received a response that there would be no plan to 	devolve services from the borough to Town Councils.  As the borough only heard from one 	Town Council, it was decided that the consultation be cancelled.

	Resolved to note information received.

Iii	Planning Application C/2018/0066 – Three Corner Field, Golf Road, Nantyglo – Members 	were informed that the Planning Department has confirmed that the application relates to a 	residential dwelling NOT an agricultural dwelling. The proposed residential dwelling was 	outside of the settlement boundary. The Planning Department has previously given pre-	application advice to the applicant.

	Resolved to note information received.

b)	Brecon Beacons National Park Authority:
i	Planning Applications Consultation Review.
	Resolved to note information received.

Ii	Spring Community Update.
	Resolved to note information received.

c)	Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales:
i	Invitation to a ‘round the table discussion’ on its remuneration framework.
	The Clerk confirmed that she would be able to attend this meeting.

	Resolved to note that the Clerk attend the meeting.

d)	Western Power Distribution
	Rassau to Brynmawr 33kV Connection Project.

	Resolved to note information received.

e)	Blaenau Gwent Rhythm & Ukes 
	Letter of thanks in respect of financial donation received.

	Resolved to note information received.

f)	Wales Audit:
	Survey of all Welsh Town & Community Councils.

	Resolved to note information received.

Additional correspondence received with permission of the Chairman:

g) 	One Voice Wales:
	April Training Sessions

	Resolved to note information received.  Further Resolved to note that members inform 	the Clerk if they would wish to attend any of these training sessions.
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h)	Access Certificate Petition:
	E-petition to introduce an Access Certificate

	Resolved to note information received.

i)	Children’s Welsh Air Ambulance:
	Thank you letter in recognition of donation received.

	Resolved to note information received.

8.	Application to the Community Grant Fund:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 	Members are also reminded of the previous decision to set three levels of grant aid i.e. £30; 	£65 and £100.

a)	None received to date.

	Resolved accordingly.

9.	Community Grant Policy:
	Members were invited to consider the attached policy in respect of the Council’s community 	grant fund and if appropriate approve for implementation as from 1st April 2018.
	The Town Clerk explained when s137 can and cannot be used and also reiterated that the 	appropriate legislation should and was used. 

	Members discussed the inclusion of ‘volunteering organisations’.  Members proposed that 	bullet point 8 on page 3 of the Policy be deleted and that in bullet point 10, ‘specific project’ 	be deleted.  Members also discussed the possibility of publishing the recipients of grants 	online.

	Resolved to note that a Task and Finish Group be formed to discuss this policy further.  

10.	Nominations in respect of the role of Deputy Mayor for year 2018/19:
	Members were informed that in accordance with Standing Orders, nominations for the role 	of Deputy Town Mayor will need to be received by the Town Clerk/Assistant Officer by 12 	noon Tuesday 1st May 2018.

	Resolved to note information received.

11.	Motions for 2018 One Voice Wales Annual General Meeting:
	Member Councils were invited to propose a maximum of two motions for debate at the 	AGM 	on Saturday 29th September 2018.

	Resolved to note that information received.

12.	Planning Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.

a)	None received to date.

	Resolved accordingly.
131 (17/18)
13. 	Licensing Applications:
	Members are invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.
a)	L Emmanuel (applicant) in respect of an application for a Small Society Lottery Licence for 	St Peter’s Church, Station Road, Blaina.

	Resolved to note that no representations or objections be made.

Additional correspondence received with permission of the Chairman:

b) 	Mrs Jiao Huang (Applicant)
	Change of address for Premises Licence Holder in respect of:
	Wang Wang Takeaway, 80 High Street, Blaina
	
	Resolved to note that no representations or objections be made.

14.	Members Updates:
· International Women’s Day – Councillors A Banks & C Hillman.

	Due to the absence of Councillors A Banks and C Hillman, the Clerk took representation.

	The Clerk explained that the event took place at the General Offices as a centenary 	celebration and was well attended.  Pupils from the Ebbw Fawr Learning Community were 	present as well as the Mayoress of Tredegar Town Council and other representatives of 	community groups.

	There were workshops and guest speakers on the day which were aimed at younger 	generations to think about and participate in Women’s issues. 

	National media was present and the Town Clerk was interviewed for this.

	Resolved to note information received.

15.	Forthcoming Events:
	Thursday 12th April	-   Achievement & Recognition in the Community Awards Evening
	Tuesday 22nd May -    Annual Meeting of the Council
	Wednesday 13th June -   Primary Schools Talent Showcase (provisional)

	Members were reminded that help and assistance is required for all events.

	Resolved to note information received.

16.	Confidential Information:
	The following item(s) may contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature 	and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only (Public Bodies Admission 	to Meetings Act 1960).	
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