NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU
Mrs T Hughes Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau, NP13 3BN  
 Tel: 01495 292817          e-mail:  n-btowncouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Tuesday 27th February 2018.
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

Present:		Councillor C Bridgeman, Town Mayor/Chairman, presiding
			Councillors: E Morgan; B Lucas; T McKnight; G Morvan; L Harris; D Hillman; 			C Hillman; L Emmanuel; G Watkins; A Banks

In attendance:	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO
			Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer

Members were informed that the guest speaker item was cancelled due to both Inspector Thomas and PC Lewis being unavailable to attend.  This item was now an agenda item for Full Town Council Meeting in April 2018.  Resolved to note the information received.

The Town Mayor informed members of the Fire Procedure for the building.

Declaration of Interest
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the book provided. Resolved to note that the Town Clerk and Assistant Officer declared an interest in item 13a.  Members Resolved that the Town Clerk and Assistant Officer remain in the meeting for the item.

1.	Apologies:
	Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillor K Treharne.

2.	Town Mayor’s Communications:
	The Town Mayor introduced and welcomed Councillor Morgan to the Town Council and 	presented her with the Town Council scarf.

	Resolved to note the information received.

3.	Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 23rd January 2018
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings. 

a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
p. 100 – to be changed to …in consultation with Leader of The Council.
p. 101 – 15b) ‘Page 3’ to be changed to ‘…Task and Finish Group continue to discuss future events.’

	Resolved that the minutes be approved.
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4.	Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee Meeting dated 12th February 2018 	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings. 

a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
p. 103 – 2a) To be changed to ‘…that a hard copy of the Local Development plan was also…’
	Resolved that the minutes be approved.

5.	Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting dated 12th February 	2018 
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.

a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:

p. 108 – To delete the word ‘member’
p. 108 – To delete the word ‘Council’

	Resolved that the minutes be approved.

6.	Correspondence:
	Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.

a)	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council – (for information):
I	Community Asset Training for Community Groups.
	Resolved to note the information received.

ii	Consultation with Town/Community Councils on 22nd March 2018 – (for information):
	Councillors D Hillman, Banks and the Town Clerk would attend this meeting on behalf of 	the Town Council.  
	Members were informed that the Council is awaiting an agenda for this meeting.  
	Resolved to note the information received.  Further Resolved that members were to 	inform the Clerk of any agenda items for consideration for the Consultation Meeting.

b)	Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council – (for information):
	Patients Voice News Bulletin.
	Resolved to note the information received.

c)	Brecon Beacons National Park Authority– (for information):
I	Agenda for Local Access Forum on 22nd February 2018.
	Resolved to note the information received.

d)	Welsh Government – (for information):
I	Review of the Community and Town Council Sector.
	Members were informed that all information received has been agended at previous 	meetings for discussion and previous items had been noted for information only.
	Resolved to note the information received.  Further Resolved to note that the Clerk was to 	contact other Town Councils in the area to discuss the possibility of a meeting.

Ii	Vacant Land Tax.
	Resolved to note the information received.
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e)	Gwent Neighbourhood Police – (for information)
	Dates and locations of Police Surgeries in respect of the Nantyglo Ward. 
	Members agreed that this would be an ideal opportunity to hold Councillor surgeries as 	well.  This was open to any member to attend.
	Resolved to note the information received.

f)	Greater Gwent (Torfaen) Pension Fund – (for information):
	Vacancy for a Board Member.
	Resolved to note the information received.

Additional correspondence received with permission of the Chairman:

g)	National Assembly for Wales – (for information):
	Draft Autism (Wales) Bill – Consultation.
	Resolved to note the information received. Further Resolved to note that this item would 	be placed on an agenda in a future meeting.

h) 	Welsh Government – (for information):
	Social Media marketing workshops for business.
	Resolved to note the information received.

i)	Nantyglo Action Group – (for information):
	Thank you letter in relation to donation received.
	Resolved to note the information received.

j)	Teenage Cancer Trust – (for information):
	Thank you letter in relation to donation received.
	Resolved to note the information received.

k)	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council – (for information):
	Confirmation of appointment of Councillor Jacqueline Thomas (Tredegar Town Council) as 	Community Council member in respect of the Standards Committee.

	The system of rotation was commented upon.

	Resolved to note the information received.

l)	Donna Walbank & Cllr Lisa Winnett – (for information):
	E-mail notification that members of the Coed Cae Interact Club have raised funds to pay for 	the installation of the defibrillator (purchased by Councillors R Pagett & L Winnett in 2016).

	Resolved to note the information received. Further Resolved to note that the Clerk would 	send a thank you note on behalf of the Town Council and would invite Donna Walbank as a 	guest speaker to a future meeting.

m)	Karen Tummino, Chair of Nantyglo, Pennsylvania Centennial – (for information):
	Request for the inclusion of Nantyglo to be incorporated in to centennial celebrations of 	Nantyglo, Pennsylvania.

	Resolved to note the information received.  Further Resolved to note that  the Town Clerk 	contact Karen Tummino to liaise further and to report back to Council.
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n) 	International Women’s Day – (for information):
	Invitation to a lunchtime celebration inviting two representatives from each Town Council 	and the Town Clerk.

	Members agree that Councillors A Banks, C Hillman and the Town Clerk attend this event.

	Resolved to note the information received.

7.	Application to the Community Grant Fund:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 	Members are also reminded of the previous decision to set three levels of grant aid i.e. £30; 	£65 and £100.

a)	Blaenau Gwent Rhythm & Ukes 
	Resolved that a donation of £100 be made.

8.	Subscriptions:
	Members were invited to consider renewing the membership for 2018/19 in respect of One 	Voice Wales.

	Resolved to note that members agreed unanimously to renew membership for 2018/19.

9.	Financial Regulations:
	Members were invited to consider, and if appropriate reaffirm the Town Council’s Financial 	Regulations for 2018/19 until the model Financial Regulation are next updated. Members 	were informed that the only change is contained on page 9 paragraph 5.7.

	Members made the following comments:
· Page 3, 1.6: To include ‘disciplinary and/or legal proceedings’
· Page 3, 1.7: To include at the end of the sentence, ‘breaches will be reported to the Standards Committee’
· Page 4, 1.10: To include ‘to be prepared for the Council approval or otherwise from time to time’
· Page 4, 1.12: To include in the second bullet point, ‘by means of back up’
· Page 4, 1.13: To include in the first bullet point, ‘agreed by full council’
· Page 5, 1.14: To include ‘the Council as a legal body’
· Page 5, 2.2: To change ‘member’ to ‘Finance Committee’
· Page 5, 2.2: To include ‘signed by members present’
· Page 5, 2.2: To include ‘and Chairman and/or signatories declare an interest’
· Page 6, 3.2: To include ‘when applicable’
· Page 7, 4.1: Members discussed changing the wording of the third bullet point, Resolved to note that members agree this remains the same
· Page 7, 4.7: Delete duplicated paragraph
· Page 9, 5.6: To include ‘As part of the budget/precept setting process (in December/January) for the forthcoming financial year), the Clerk/RFO…’
· Page 9, 5.6: To include ‘…shall be submitted to each monthly meeting of the Finance Committee.’
· Page 9, 5.7: To include ‘…be signed by either the Chairman of Finance or the Town Mayor…’
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· Page 9, 5.10:  Members agreed this point be removed
· Page 10, 6.8: To include ‘not currently used’
· Page 10, 6.11: Members agreed this point be removed
· Page 10, 6.12: Members agreed this point be removed
· Page 13, 7.6: Members agreed this point be removed
· Page 14, 9.9: Spelling check ‘form’ not ‘for’
· Page 17, 14.5: To include ‘case’ at the end of this paragraph

Resolved that the recommendation of the Financial Regulations 2018/19 be approved subject to amendments listed.

10.	Planning Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.

a)	Plan Application No. C/2018/0014 – Land adjacent to High Winds, Verwey Road, Nantyglo:
	Construction of a two-storey dwelling and detached garage 
	Members agreed that the right of way be maintained.

	Resolved that no objections or representations be made.

Additional planning applications received with permission of the Chairman:

b)	Plan Application No. C/2018/0029 – 8 Woodland Walk, Tanglewood, Blaina.	
Change of use from a dwelling (C3) to a care home (C2) together with the conversion of the integral garage space into an office.
	Members considered the additional information received and Resolved to make the 	following representation to the Planning Department – The Council continues to have 	reservations regarding the planning application for a change of use from a residential 	dwelling to a care home in a predominantly residential estate and also due to a lack of 	information regarding the proposed use of the property.

c)	Plan Application No. C/2018/0059 – 87 Abertillery Road, Blaina.
	Proposed two-storey extension to the side and rear of dwelling and porch to front.
Resolved that no objections or representations be made.

11. 	Licensing Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.
a)	None received to date.

	Resolved accordingly

12.	Members Updates:
· Blaenau Gwent Consultation re: Budget 2018/19 – Councillors G Morvan; M James & 
D Hillman

Members felt that Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council has been disregarded due to the cancellation of many consultation meetings and this issue was relayed at the consultation meeting.  The Town Council representatives raised many queries as previously informed.
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Councillor Morvan additionally informed the Council of the most recent Crime Prevention Panel meeting.  There are no specific areas of high profile crime.  Due to recent speights of ram raids in the area, members of the Crime Prevention Panel have done awareness sessions regarding security issues with local businesses.

Resolved to note the information received.

13.	Confidential Information:
	The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 	and is therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only (Public Bodies Admission to 	Meetings Act 1960).	The Town Clerk and the Assistant Officer declared an interest in this	item.  Members Resolved that the Town Clerk and Assistant Officer remain in the meeting.
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