NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU
Mrs T Hughes Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau, NP13 3BN  
 Tel: 01495 292817          e-mail:  n-btowncouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 24th April 2018

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

Present:		Councillor C Bridgeman, Chairman, presiding
			Councillors R Pagett; K Jones; L Harris; C Hillman; D Hillman; L Emanuel;     			S Smith; A Banks; G Morvan
In attendance:	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO
			Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer

To receive:	Inspector Amanda Thomas and PC Richard Lewis, Gwent Police.
Members were reminded to note the Standing Order relating to guest speakers:

1.	Members to receive presentation.
2.	Questions were invited from Members at the end of the presentation.
3.	Members were requested to ask only one question each – if time allows AND with 	permission of the Chairman, a second question may be asked.
4.	Members were reminded that there was to be no discussion or exchange of points of view 	between Members and that all dialogue was to be directed through the Chairman. 

The Chairman welcomed and introduced visiting speakers, Inspector Amanda Thomas and PC Richard Lewis.

Inspector Thomas thanked members for the invitation to speak at the Full Council meeting and introduced herself to members and gave a brief background of her position with Gwent Police.  Inspector Thomas has extensive experience working in public protection including child protection and vulnerable adults, she has also been part of the counter-terrorism team.  She is currently the uniformed inspector for Blaenau Gwent and has been in place since August 2017 managing a task force of 120.  Inspector Thomas has been liaising with the Town Councils within the area.  Inspector Thomas has commended PC Lewis for his work in the local area.

PC Lewis introduced himself to members as the Ward manager.  PC Lewis mentioned that there would be an off-road vehicle operation in place which would run until mid summer to tackle the issues relating to off-road vehicles.  This operation would be across Blaenau Gwent and run by PCs and PCSOs predominantly on Sundays as this would be when most activity takes place.  PC Lewis mentioned that it would be likely that a drone would be of assistance and should be able to take pictures to identify perpetrators.  PC Lewis informed members that local farmers had been given mobile phones in order to be in direct contact with the Police regarding this issue.  Inspector Thomas reiterated that the Police do not have an off-road bike to use themselves, however they feel that intelligence was within the community and would continue to liaise with the public to gain this information.  Inspector Thomas said that when possible, they would prosecute.

At this juncture, questions were invited:
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Q. Could you explain the current situation regarding parking within the area and the involvement/obligation of Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council in this issue?
A. Lots of reports are received through Gwent Police’s twitter accounts and through emails.  Where possible, tickets would be issued.  The poor maintenance of yellow lines allows people to contest, but the Highways Authority would be reassessing and repainting these.  In January 2019, this responsibility would be handed over to Highways Authority/Local Authority.

Q.  Buses are unable to pull into bays due to parked cars in the bays, preventing disabled people access onto and off the bus.  Could you explain what was being done regarding this issue?
A. This was not an isolated problem, CCTV cameras were an issue in the Blaenau Gwent as it was the only authority not paying and Police were trying to change that.  The CCTV was occasionally run and monitored in Newport.  This issue has been raised with local AM and MP for Blaenau Gwent.  These cameras would have to be updated and it was important that recording took place.  However regarding the issue, If a uniformed officer were to be present, they would be able to issue a penalty notice.  The community could send pictures of the incidents to Gwent Police anonymously and this would be forwarded to relevant wards and teams to tackle the issue.  

Q. Has the Highway Code be rewritten in respect of roundabouts?
A. The Highway Code would be updated and amended regularly and inconsiderate driving is an issue.  Any possible offences would have to be witnessed for enforcement action to be taken.  It has been acknowledged that attitudes in driving have changed.

Q. What was the situation with crime in the wards of Nantyglo and Blaina?
A. Overall crime has been low in Nantyglo and Blaina with a decrease in violence due to public houses being closed.  Notably there have been thefts of fuel and now there was an operation across Blaenau Gwent to tackle this.  As of 4th May 2018, there would be a Neighbourhood Enforcement Team to target suspects, people of interest and anti-social behaviour.  Police also liaise and keep an eye on newly released prisoners as well as taking a proactive approach to drug dealing.

Q. Would there be any future plans in respect of staffing and local police stations?
A. The 5-10 year Estates Strategy would be changing soon, there was no information yet.  A recruitment drive and rolling program of probation officers was happening, which also allowed officers to develop.  There would be regular meeting between the teams and continuation of work with Trading Standards and intelligence packages.

Q. How was the Crime Prevention Panel supported?
A. Crime Prevention Panels would mostly be conducted through the already established teams.  Crime Prevention Panels were key and there was a good membership.  There would be a need for more involvement but would need further discussion.

Q. What was the situation in respect of ant-social behaviour in the picnic area at Cwmcelyn?
A. Historically there have been problems there, but the issues are at an all time low.  The Police would be working with the Fire Service as well.  With regards to litter, an enforcement team dressed in civilian clothing would be focussing on the area for two weeks, engaging with young people. As there was more anti-social behaviour than crime, we were trying to re-educate children and young people.  We would be working with Aneurin Leisure to engage children and young people to divert them to something more constructive.  

The Chairman thanked Inspector Thomas and PC Lewis for attending the meeting.

Inspector Thomas and PC Lewis left the meeting at this juncture.
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Declaration of Interest
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the book provided.  Resolved to note that Councillor Banks declared an interest in item 13iii.  Resolved to note that members agreed that Councillor Banks remain in the meeting for the item but would not be allowed to comment upon it.

1.	Apologies:
	Resolved that apologies were received from Councillors B Lucas, G Watkins, T McKnight, 	E Morgan and M James.

2.	Town Mayor’s Communications:
	The Town Mayor informed of his activities during April 2018.
	
	The Town Mayor commended the recent ARC Awards commenting that unfortunately 	although several members were missing it was a very good evening and there was a good 	turnout for the event.  The Town Mayor congratulated Councillor Banks on her presentation 	at the event.  The Town Mayor told members that £100 was made on the raffle and £35 on 	the auction which would be given to the Mayor’s Appeal.

	Resolved to note information received.

3.	Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 27th March 2018 (pages 127-133)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings. 
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	Members commented and thanked the Town Clerk for the page numbers on the agenda 	corresponding with the minutes.
	Page 128 – Councillor C Hillman to be added to the apologies; Councillor Emanuel spells 	her name with one ‘m’.
	Page 129, 3a) – ‘Previous resolution for continuation of Task and Finish Group’
	Page 130, 7ci) – The Town Clerk would collate information and produce a report for 	members regarding this item in a future meeting. 

	Resolved that the minutes be approved with ammendments.

4.	Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee Meeting dated 9th April 2018 (pages 	134-135).	
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings. 
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:

	Resolved that the minutes be approved.

5.	Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting dated 9th April 	2018 (pages 136-140)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
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a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:

	Page 137, 1d) – ‘Councillors D Hillman, C Hillman, B Lucas in addition to Councillor 	Morvan’
	Page 138 3a) – 3 abstentions
	Page 138 3b) and 3c) – no abstentions
	Page 138, 4) – ‘retakes ownership for future generations’
	Page 139, 6b) – Members queried whether full minutes for Blaenau Gwent County Borough 	Council would be available.  The Town Clerk informed members that the Principal Authority 	have not requested minutes and confirmed that any confidential information was not and 	would  not be on the Town Council’s website.

	Resolved that the minutes be approved with ammendments.

6.	Correspondence:
	Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
a)	Living Levels – (for information):
	Living the Levels – Spring 2018 newsletter

	Resolved to note that information received.

b)	Royal British Legion (Blaina Branch) :
	Members were invited to consider a request to hold a joint event with the Royal British 	Legion to mark the end of the Great War and the 100th Anniversary of the Royal Air Force.

	It was confirmed that this would be a separate event to the Reaffirmation Parade that would 	take place in September.  The Clerk mentioned that when the committees would be 	confirmed this item could be actioned by the Events Committee.

	Councillor Morvan informed members that the local branch would look to liaise with other 	branches to combine an event, this would be discussed more at the next Royal British 	Legion meeting.

	Resolved that the Events Committee would discuss this item and Further Resolved that 	Councillor Morvan continues to liaise with other branches of the Royal British Legion and 	provides updates to the Town Council.

c)	Karen Tummino, Nantyglo, Pennsylvania Centennial Committee :
	Members were invited to consider a request from the Nantyglo Pennsylvania Centennial 	Committee.

	The Town Mayor has been in correspondence with Karen Tummino and has confirmed that 	they wish for a letter of congratulation for the centennial celebrations and a gift featuring the 	Town Council logo.  

	Members discussed that the local schools around Nantyglo and Blaina should have an 	opportunity to get involved with the celebrations.  Members also agreed that this would form 	relationships.

	Resolved that the Town Clerk inform schools in the Nantyglo and Blaina Wards about the 	event and to see whether they would like to be included.
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d)	Nigel Copner:
	Members were invited to consider providing support in respect of a plaque to 	commemorate/inform of the Blaina Riots.

	Members agreed that they would like to support this initiative, however it was mentioned 	that there is an existing similar plaque on the old Council Offices in Blaina.

	Resolved that the Town Council take part in the project but would also need further 	information regarding the previous plaque.

Additional correspondence received with permission of the Chairman:

e)	Coed Cae Interact Club:
	Letter of thanks in respect of financial donation received.

	Resolved to note that information received.

f)	Brecon Beacons National Park:
i. 	Review of Brecon Beacons National Park’s governance and committee structure.

	Resolved to note that information received.

ii.	Agenda for Audit and Scrutiny Committee.

	Resolved to note that information received.

g)	One Voice Wales:
	Notification of training days in the South Region in May.
	The Town Clerk informed what training was available.

	Resolved to note that information received.  Further Resolved that members who were	interested inform the Town Clerk.

h)	Shani Grey – 1st Brynmawr Guides:
	Letter of thanks in respect of financial donation received.

	Resolved to note that information received.

i)	Malcolm Dally:	
	Thank you card in respect of award received at ARC Awards 2018.

	Resolved to note that information received.

j) 	Asbri Planning and Development Consultants:
	E-mail notifying the demolition of existing Gypsy and Traveller site and the development of 	a new Gypsy and Traveller site.

	Resolved to note that information received.
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7.	Application to the Community Grant Fund:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 	Members are also reminded of the previous decision to set three levels of grant aid i.e. £30; 	£65 and £100 and that applications will need to be considered in conjunction with the 	current policy.

a)	Friends of Bro Helyg (PTA)
	Resolved that a donation of £100	 be made.

b)	Crafty Knitters, Blaina 
	Resolved that a donation of £100	 be made on the basis that the Clerk finds out who was 	Secretary of the group due to different letters appearing in the application.
8.	Joint Committee of Local Councils:
	Following a previous resolution to contact other Town Community/Councils within Blaenau 	Gwent regarding the re-establishment of a Joint Committee of Local Councils, Members 	were invited to consider the responses received from Brynmawr Town Council and 	Tredegar Town Council.
	
	The Clerk informed members that she has not had any correspondence from Abertillery and 	Llanhilleth Community Council in respect of this item.  Members agreed that liaising with 	other Town and Community Councils in the area would enhance the area and 	communications.

	Resolved that the Clerk contact Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council again.

9.	Nominations in respect of the role of Deputy Mayor for year 2018/19:
	Members were reminded that in accordance with Standing Orders, nominations for the role 	of Deputy Town Mayor will need to be received by the Town Clerk/Assistant Officer by 12 	noon Tuesday 1st May 2018.

	Councillor Morvan notified members that the Independent Party members have discussed 	committees and have agreed that Councillor Ken Jones be nominated for Deputy Mayor.  	Members congratulated Councillor Jones and Councillor Jones thanked members for the 	opportunity.

	Resolved to note that information received.

10.	Expenditure – ARC Awards:
	Members were invited to consider the report detailing expenditure for the recent ARC 	Awards Presentation evening 2018 .

	Resolved that the report be approved.

11.	Planning Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.
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a)	Plan Application No. C/2018/0106 - Laurence Watts Performance Masterbatch Ltd, 	Performance Masterbatches Ltd Blaenant Ind Est, Nantyglo, Blaenau Gwent, , NP23 4BX
	Proposed factory extension for warehouse use.

	Resolved that no representations or objections be made.

12. 	Licensing Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.
a)	Shaun Christopher Jones (applicant) in respect of an application for a New Personal 	Licence. 138 Queen Street, Nantyglo.

	Resolved that no representations or objections be made.

13.	Members Items – Cllr Anita Banks:
i)	Removal of existing bench from Cwmcelyn Road, Blaina and proposal to re-site the bench 	at Brynheulog Park, Blaina. Replacement of bench at Cwmcelyn Road, Blaina with a 	memorial bench.

	Members discussed ownership of the bench at Cwmcelyn Road.  The Town Clerk 	established that this bench was owned by the Town Council and the memorial bench would 	be the responsibility of residents.

	The Town Clerk informed members that she has spoken to Blaenau Gwent County 	Borough Council’s Planning Department.  To re-site the bench within the park should not be 	an issue but more information from the Town Council would be required.  The Clerk 	informed members that a cost could be incurred, it depends on what would be requested of 	the Town Council.

At this juncture, questions were invited:

	Q. Would the Town Clerk be able to find out anticipated costs?
	A. Yes.

	Q. Would the proposal be that the Town Council pay for the costs?
	A. The Town Council would ask the Principal Authority initially and Borough Councillors for 	help.

	Q. Would three different quotes have to be acquired for this?
	A.  That would be dependent on cost, however it would be good practice nonetheless. 

	Resolved that Councillors Bank and Pagett inspect the existing bench and inform the Town 	Clerk.  Further Resolved that the Town Clerk acquires more information from the Planning 	Department at Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council.
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ii)	Lack of safety barrier at Children’s play area, Central Park, Blaina.

	Councillor Bank informed members of the location of the play area is near a busy main road 	and that the park does not have a safety barrier.  Councillor Banks informed members that 	local officers have noted speeding cars and are enquiring about a speed camera van.

	Members discussed and agreed that a letter to Blaenau Gwent’s Highways Department 	should be written highlighting the issues.

	Resolved that a letter would be sent to Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council’s Highway 	Department about these issues.

iii)	Nantyglo Football Club.

	Councillor Banks declared an interest in this item. Resolved that members agreed that 	Councillor Banks remain in the meeting for the item but would not be allowed to comment 	upon it.

	Members recognised the importance of the club and agreed that this was a good project.  	Members queried whether the Town Council may be able to help with drainage for the Club.  	Members also discussed the littering issues at Duffryn Park, and although Blaenau Gwent 	County Borough Council has supplied another bin, they were not being emptied enough 	including the dog bins.
	Resolved that the Town Clerk contact Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council in respect 	of the litter and bins at Duffryn Park.

14.	Forthcoming Events:
	Tuesday 22nd May  -    Annual Meeting of the Council
	Wednesday 13th June  -   Primary Schools Talent Showcase 
	Members were reminded that help and assistance is required for all events.

	Resolved to note information received.

Additional correspondence received with the permission of the Chairman:

	Town Clerk requested member’s indulgence that due to time constraints and the 	unavailability of the previous venue used for the Primary Schools Talent Showcase that 	members consider and resolve a venue.  The school halls of Ysgol Bro Helyg and Coed y 	Garn have been made to the Town Council.

	Members discussed the availability of the schools and parking facilities available.  It was 	agreed by members that there would be a rotation each year to different schools within 	Nantyglo and Blaina’s wards.
	
	Resolved that Ysgol Bro Helyg would be used for this year’s Primary Schools Talent 	Showcase.
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15.	Confidential Information:
	The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 	and is therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only (Public Bodies Admission to 	Meetings Act 1960).	
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