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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Nantyglo & Blaina Town Council held Tuesday 22nd May 2018.

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

Present:		Councillor C Bridgeman, Town Mayor, presiding
			Councillors K Jones; L Harris; D Hillman; C Hillman; S Smith; E Morgan; A 			Banks; B Lucas; G Morvan; T McKnight; K Treharne

In attendance:	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO
			Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer
			Invited guests

The Town Mayor welcomed guests and civic dignitaries and informed all present of the fire regulations should anything arise during the meeting.

1.	Declarations of Interest:
	Members were reminded that all Declarations of Interest must be recorded in the book 	provided for this purpose.  Resolved to note that no such declarations were received.

2.	Apologies for absence:
	Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors G Watkins, L Emanuel, R 	Pagett and M James.

3.	Councillor C Bridgeman:
	The Town Mayor offered a greeting and civic welcome to members, guests and incoming 	Mayor.

4.	Councillor C Bridgeman:
	To review his Term of Office as Chairman of the Council.
	Councillor Bridgeman summed up his review of year in office as busy.  Councillor 	Bridgeman thanked those who helped and were involved in the process of moving the 	Town Council Offices.  
	Councillor Bridgeman informed all present that the ARC Awards were successful once 	again this year as well as the Primary Talent Showcase.  
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	Councillor Bridgeman informed that the Mayor’s Appeal has raised over £400.  Councillor 	Bridgeman thanked his consort, Councillor T McKnight for his continuing support 	throughout the year.
5.	Councillor C Bridgeman:
	Councillor Bridgeman invited nominations for the Office of Town Mayor 2018/19.
	Resolved that Councillor G Morvan be appointed as Town Mayor for 2018/19.

6.	Inauguration:
	Councillor Bridgeman invited the incoming Town Mayor to join him on the dias and 	thereupon placed the Official Chain of Office around the shoulders of the Town Mayor. 	Councillor Bridgeman welcomed Councillor Morvan and wished him luck for the forthcoming 	year.

7.	Declaration of Acceptance of Office:
	Councillor Glyn Morvan signed the Acceptance of Office which was witnessed by the 	Proper Officer of the Council and was thereupon appointed as the Town Mayor of Nantyglo 	and Blaina for the year 2018/19.

	Resolved to note the signing of the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.

	At this juncture, photographs were taken. 	

	At this juncture, Councillor C Bridgeman & Councillor T McKnight took their seats with 	Members of the Council.
		 
8.	The Town Mayor’s Address:
	The Town Mayor addressed the Council.

	The Town Mayor thanked members and guests for coming to the inauguration.  The Mayor 	proceeded to inform everyone that it was a humbling experience having had an affinity with 	Nantyglo and Blaina for 42 years.  The Town Mayor informed members and guests that he 	joined Gwent Police in 1974 and this was the area in which he worked for many years.  He 	mentioned that it was a pleasure to work and serve this community.  

	The Town Mayor added that this would be a daunting task having followed distinguished 	members who have held Office previously, but he would continue with traditions just as 	predecessors.  He also said that he was in a fortunate position to look forward to the future 	and would work hard to build the profile of Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council in the area 	and would do his best to serve this community. 

	Resolved accordingly.

9.	The Town Mayor:
	The Town Mayor invited Councillor Beverley Lucas to lead Council in Prayer.

	Resolved accordingly.
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10.	Vote of Thanks to Councillor C Bridgeman:
	The Town Mayor invited a vote of thanks to the outgoing Town Mayor, Councillor Clive 	Bridgeman.
	The Town Mayor informed  that Councillor Bridgeman was loyal to this Council and a very 	caring person who wished for the best for Nantyglo and Blaina.  The Town Mayor thanked 	Councillor Bridgeman for his term in office and his resilience during the last year.

	Members also demonstrated their vote of thanks and always agreed that Councillor 	Bridgeman had always shown courtesy and acted with dignity when representing the Town 	Council and had the Town Council and community at the heart of his term in office.

	Resolved accordingly.

11.	Deputy Town Mayor:
	The Town Mayor invited nominations for the Office of Deputy Town Mayor 2018-2019.
	Resolved that Councillor Ken Jones would be appointed to the Office of Deputy Town Mayor.  The Town Mayor offered his congratulations to Councillor K Jones.

	Councillor Jones thanked members and guests for their confidence and support.  Councillor Jones informed all present that he will serve office to the best of his ability and hoped to fulfil high standards.

	The Town Mayor informed members that he looked forward to working with the Deputy Town Mayor during the forthcoming year.

12.	Leader of the Council and Leader of the Opposition Group:
i)	The Town Mayor invited nominations for the position of Leader of the Council 2018-2019.
	Resolved that Councillor G Morvan be appointed to the Office of the Leader of the Council.

ii)	The Town Mayor invited information of who would be the Leader of the Opposition Group 2018-2019.
	Resolved that Councillor Clive Bridgeman be appointed as Leader of the Opposition Group for 2018/19.

	Appointment of Town Council Committees and Delegates to Other Organisations:

13.	Members were invited to consider the appointment of Chairman and Members of Committees and of Delegates to other Organisations:
	Members Resolved to approve the previously distributed itemised list.

	Councillor K Treharne joined the meeting at this juncture.
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14. 	Mayoral Appeal 2018/19:
	The Town Mayor informed that the Mayoral Appeal for 2018/19 would be in aid of Phoenix Domestic Abuse Services (Phoenix House).  The Mayor informed members and guests that this was where the domestic abuse services serve from.  The Town Mayor mentioned that he has had professional involvement with this service over the years and explained that it was a dedicated organisation/charity which works with victims and offenders to break the cycle of abuse.  This is an organisation which serves both men and women in the Blaenau Gwent area.

	Resolved to note the information received.


15.	Invitation for guests to join with the Mayor for refreshments.

	The Town Mayor declared the business of the Council closed and thereupon invited all 	present to join him for a social evening with refreshments.
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