NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU
Mrs T Hughes Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau, NP13 3BN  
 Tel: 01495 292817          e-mail:  clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 24th November 2020 via a remote meeting at 1.45pm
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend

           Present:       		Councillor K. Jones JP, Town Mayor, presiding
		 		Councillors L Harris, G. Morvan, K Jenkins, D. Hillman and C. Hillman

In attendance: 	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO
			    	Mrs N Horner, Assistant Officer


Prior to the commencement of the meeting the Town Clerk informed that no members of the public were in attendance. Resolved accordingly.

             Declaration of Interest
             Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the proceedings. Please note that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the book provided. 
Resolved to note that no such declarations were received.

1.	Apologies:
Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence received and to formally resolve to accept. 
Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillor R Abbas. Further Resolved to accept the apologies received.

2.	Town Mayor’s Communications:
	The Town Mayor’s communications for November 2020.
	The Town Mayor informed that he had attended and represented the Town Council at the 	Remembrance Sunday Service held on 8th Novmber 2020 at the War Memorial, Central 	Park, Blaina. The Town Mayor additionally informed that the service was poignant and also 	well organised and appropriately attended. The Town Mayor expressed his thanks to 	Councillor Glyn Morvan (Parade Major) and Reverend Roy Watson for their work in 	arranging and organising the service.
	Resolved to note the information received.
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3.	Minutes of the Events Committee Meeting held 27th October 2020 (pages 51 - 53)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	Resolved that the minutes be approved.

4.	Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 27th October 2020 (pages 54-59)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings. 
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	Resolved that the minutes be approved.

5.	Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee Meeting held 17th November 2020 	(pages 60 – 62)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
p.61 – Cllr Morvan informed that he had inspected the graffiti reported at both the Royal Exchange and Rugby Club, Blaina and that the graffiti had been painted over but that it was still visible. Cllr Morvan further informed that the wooden fencing appeared to be quite new and in good repair. The Town Mayor informed that a member of the public had initially reported the issue of the wooden fence. The Town Clerk informed that the letter to the owners of the properties (politely requesting the removal of the graffiti) would be sent.
Resolved that the minutes be approved.

6.	Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held 17th  November	2020 	(pages 63 - 67)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
	Resolved that the minutes be approved.

7.	Correspondence:
	Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any urgent information that might be received prior to the date of the meeting.
a)	Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council:
i	Clinical Features Update (for information)
	Resolved to note the information received.
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ii	E-mail –  Carers Rights Day - Carers Wales Online Roadshow (for information)
	 Resolved to note the information received.
iii	E-mail – Mobile Testing Units within Blaenau Gwent (for information)
Whilst it was useful information, Members commented that the notice of dates and timescales was very short.
Resolved to note the information received.
b)	Blaina Scouts:
E-mail request for information from the Leader of 1st Blaina Scouts in relation to help/advice to help deliver children’s’ packages that had been put together by the Scouts themselves. Members informed that local Covid support groups had been set up by Blaenau Gwent CBC Ward Members (based in Brynmawr) who could help with deliveries. The e-mail also informed that the Scout leaders had set up a fundraising page on Facebook to help raise funds for the local Foodbank. Councillor Keith Jenkins also offered to help with deliveries.
Resolved to inform 1st Blaina Scouts of the local Covid Support Group and Councillor Jenkins’ offer of help.

c)	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council (for information):
The Town Clerk informed of an e-mail update received from Andrew Parker (BGCBC) in relation to CCTV within Nantyglo and Blaina: an update would have been provided to all Town Councils at the quarterly liaison meetings with Blaenau Gwent but obviously these meetings had not taken place due to Covid. In Blaina Town Centre, the CCTV’s were transmitting following a move to the new system in 2019. There had been an issue with power in recent months but this had been resolved by the combined efforts of Technical Services Department and Western Power. The updated CCTV cameras were instrumental in providing evidence in relation to a ‘hit and run’ police case earlier in the year. 
Members discussed how CCTV could or should be used in respect of illegal parking within Blaina High Street. A Member informed that parking enforcement was now provided and overseen by Blaenau Gwent CBC & Newport County Council and that parking offences was currently classed as a low priority although it was agreed that this should be enforced. The monitoring of CCTV was undertaken by Newport County Council and not by Gwent Police.
Resolved to note the information received.

8.	BDO LLP:
External Auditor’s report and certificate in respect of the Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 2020. An Action Plan based upon the Internal Auditor’s recommendations was also enclosed for Member’s consideration. Members were invited to note and if agreed, to approve and accept the Annual Return, certificate and Audit Action Plan.
The Town Clerk informed that the required action by Wales Audit i.e. the notice of conclusion and accompanying information had been displayed on the outside door of Blaina Institute (Town Council Offices) and on the Town Council website. Members both agreed and accepted the External Auditor’s report and conclusion and agreed that this conclusion 
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would put the Town Council in the strongest position possible going into the new audit regime.
Members further considered the attached Audit Action Plan and it was agreed that the Town Council was continually complying with all the recommendation of the Internal Auditor, there not being any recommendations from the External Auditor.
A Member queried if the notice board located at ASDA Nantyglo could be utilised. The Town Clerk agreed to make enquiries into this. 
Councillor K Jenkins thanked both the Town Clerk and Assistant Officer for their hard work in this matter.
Unanimously Resolved to accept and agree the Annual Return, report and conclusion of the External Auditor. Further Resolved to agree and accept the Audit Action Plan.

9.	Application to the Community Grant Fund:
Members were invited to consider the listed application(s). Members were also reminded that applications would need to be considered in conjunction with the current policy.
a) None received to date.
	Resolved accordingly.

10.	Planning Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s).
a) None received to date.
	Resolved accordingly.
11. 	Licensing Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.
a) None received to date.
	Resolved accordingly.

12.	Confidential Information:
	The following item(s) may contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature 	and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only (Public Bodies Admission 	to Meetings Act 1960). 
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13.	Members’ Updates:
	Members were invited to inform and provide updates of any recent activities and/or 	concerns:
	Community Garden, Blaina Community Centre:
	Councillor D Hillman congratulated Blaina Community Centre regarding their excellent 	garden project which had been completed in their grounds of the Community Centre. 	Members agreed and re-iterated their thanks and congratulations to all involved.
	Resolved accordingly.
	Starleaf Meeting System:
	Members agreed that it was beneficial to be able to see other Members during Council 	meetings as a result of using the Starleaf meeting system.
	Resolved accordingly.
	Date of next Meeting:
	The Town Clerk informed that the next meeting (Planning & Highways, Finance & General Purposes Committee Meetings followed by the Annual Meeting of the Council) would be held at 1pm on Tuesday 8th December 2020.
Resolved accordingly.
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