NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU
Mrs T Hughes Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau, NP13 3BN  
 Tel: 01495 292817          e-mail:  clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk 

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 27th October 2020 via a remote meeting at 1.45pm
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend

           Present:       		Councillor K. Jones JP, Town Mayor, presiding
		 		Councillors G. Morvan, K Jenkins, D. Hillman, G. Watkins, R. Pagett, 
                                 	L. Emanuel and C. Hillman

In attendance: 	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO
			    	Mrs N Horner, Assistant Officer


             Declaration of Interest
             Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the proceedings. Please note that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the book provided. 
Resolved to note that no such declarations were received.

1.	Apologies:
Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence received and to formally resolve to accept. 
Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors
 R Abbas, L. Harris & K Treharne.
Further Resolved to accept the apologies received.

2.	Town Mayor’s Communications:
	Due to the current lock down restrictions there had not been any civic events, only remote meetings with Town Council.
          Resolved to note the information received.

3.	Minutes of the Events Committee Meeting held 22nd September 2020 (pages 33 - 35)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
a) Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
Page 34: Banners: The Assistant Officer informed that the local primary schools had been invited to submit a design for the proposed street banners to the Town Council by the end of 
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November 2020, Members were additionally informed that the Council already had possession of 10 suitable brackets for both Nantyglo and Blaina which corresponded with the number of identified suitable locations.
Page 34: Bunting: Members were informed that a number of quotations had been obtained and that the bunting for Nantyglo and Blaina had been ordered.
Resolved that the minutes be approved.

4.	Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held 22nd September 2020 (pages 36)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings. 
a) Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
Page 36 – should read ‘Town Mayor’.
Resolved that the minutes be approved.

5. 	Minutes of the Town Council Meeting (22nd September 2020) Re-convened 29th September 2020 (pages 37-41):
Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
a) Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
Page 37: It was requested that the time of commencement of the meeting should be stated on each set of minutes.
Page 37: Stone Planters: Members were informed that the Council was still awaiting for a response from Blaenau Gwent CBC.
Page 38: should be ‘a’ not ‘the’.
Page 39: Annual Meeting of the Council: add ‘which would be reviewed at the Annual Meeting to be held in May 2021’.
Page 41: Members were informed that the Council was still awaiting permission from Blaenau Gwent CBC regarding crocus bulbs.
Resolved that the minutes be approved.

6.	Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee Meeting held 13th October 2020 	(pages 42 - 45)
	Members were invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
b) Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
Page 43 – item 3(iii) The Town Clerk informed that Councillor R Pagett should have declared a personal (family) interest in this item. During the meeting Councillor Pagett had not realised that this planning application related to a family member. Councillor Pagett informed that as soon as he realised the interest, he informed the Town Clerk. Resolved that this declaration of interest be recorded.
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	Page 44: include ‘Chair of Planning submitted information for all Members’.
	Resolved that the minutes be approved’

7.	Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held 13th October	2020 	(pages 46 - 50):
	Members are invited to consider the above minutes and if appropriate to approve them as 	an accurate record of proceedings.
a)	Matters arising, for information & clarification only:
Page 47 (3): A discussion ensued regarding reflector armbands for a visibility campaign and the cost of the items. The Assistant Officer would consult with schools for suitability and quantities. 
          Page 49 (8a): Suggestion requested for “positive equity’ to be added to last sentence.
          Resolved that the minutes be approved.

8.	Correspondence:
	Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any urgent information that might be received prior to the date of the meeting.
a)	Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council:
i	Clinical Features Update (for information)
           Resolved to note the information received.
ii	E-mail – ‘Your NHS Services in Gwent are changing’ (for information)
           Resolved to note the information received.
iii	Invitation to Annual general Meeting on 28th October 2020 (for information)
           Members were informed that Councillors D Hillman & C Hillman would be in attendance. 
	Resolved to note the information received.
 
b)	One Voice Wales:
	Remote Training Sessions for October 2020 (for information).
          Resolved to note the information received.
c)	Coed y Garn Primary School:
	E-mail: Thank you and acknowledgement of recent financial donation (for information)
           Resolved to note the information received.

d)	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council:
i	Clarification in respect of licencing condition for The White Lion, Blaina: 
           Members agreed that a full explanation had been received. 
	Resolved to note the information received.
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Councillor R Pagett declared a personal interest in item 8dii below and refrained from taking part in any deiscussion:
ii	Clarification in respect of Planning Consultation C/2020/0223 – Garden land to the front of 8 	& 9 Gwent Terrace, Blaina:
           Members agreed that a full explanation had been received. 
Resolved to note the information received and Further Resolved that no further observations or representation be made.
Additional correspondence with permission of the Chair:
e)	Institute of Welsh Affairs:
Members were informed (and had received) an e-mail which informed of a forthcoming webinar re: ‘Understanding Place Names’.
Resolved to note the information received.

9.	Issues affecting the Town Council due to Covid 19:
a)	Wales National Lockdown 23rd October to 9th November 2020:
Members were informed that due to the Wales National lockdown, the Town Council Offices would be closed and the Town Clerk and Assistant Officer would work their usual hours from home for this period in order to comply with all legislation. Officers would return to the office at 9am on Tuesday 10th November 2020, subject to legislation. 
          Resolved to support the action and Further Resolved to note the information received.
b)	November Committee Meetings of the Council:
Due to the Welsh National Lockdown coming into force for the period 23rd October 2020 until 9th November 2020, Members were requested to consider the postponement of the Planning & Highways and Finance & General Purposes Committee Meetings from 10th November 2020 and instead to take place on 17th November 2020. This would ensure that copies of the agenda for the meetings can be produced and submitted to all Members in line with legislative requirements.
Resolved that the Planning and Highways Committee and Finance and General Purposes Committee Meetings be held on Tuesday 17th November 2020 at 1pm via a remote meeting.
           
c)	Remote Meetings of the Council:
Members were informed that alternative methods of remote meetings had been investigated for their suitability for use by the Town Council. 
	Two providers had been identified:
· Microsoft Teams – monthly cost £26
· Starleaf – monthly cost £10 
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Members were advised that both Microsoft and Starleaf can provide the appropriate platform for video meetings to take place and allow for those without internet access to access the meeting via telephone call.
	Alternatively, the Council can continue with the current method of holding meetings via the 	group telephone call which is of no additional cost to the Council.
Members considered the information which included that Starleaf were working to improve the platform and that a number of public bodies including NHS providers were already successful using the platform. Members also agreed that the lower cost of the Starleaf platform made it a favourable option.
Resolved that a trial run of using the Starleaf platform be arranged.
          
d)	Risk Assessment in respect of the Town Council:
Members were informed that a risk assessment for dealing with the current Covid 19 situation in the workplace had been compiled and copies had been submitted for information and consideration. 
Resolved that the Town Council be registered officially in respect of the QR code for NHS Covid 19 and Further Resolved that the Risk Assessment be adopted.

10.	Application to the Community Grant Fund:
Members were invited to consider the listed application(s). Members were also reminded that applications would need to be considered in conjunction with the current policy.
	None received to date.
           Resolved accordingly.

11.	Planning Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s).
a)	Plan Application No. C/2020/0233 – 5 Kennel Row & 1-3 Llwynhir, Nantyglo:
	Construction of two detached houses (including parking and garages with shared access).
	Resolved that no representations or objections be made.
Additional planning application with permission of the Chair:
b)	Plan Application No. C/2020/0243 – Blaina House, off Surgery Road, Blaina:
Tree works – respacing of beech saplings to 5 m centres along the edges of the access    driveway and woodland fringe and removal of basal epicormic growth from base of sycamore and lime (TPO – woodland BG71).
      Members were informed that the above planning application required consideration due to time restraints and was emailed to members.
  Resolved that no representations or objections be made.
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12. 	Licensing Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any additional applications that might be received prior to the date of the 	meeting.
a)	Applicant: TJ Morris t/a Home Bargains, Axis Business Park, Portal Way, Gillmoss, 	Liverpool.
	Details of application: Application to vary the DPS to Donna Louise Stevens (Licensing 	Act 2003).
	Premises Name and Address:  Home Bargains, Lakeside Retail Park, Nantyglo.
	Resolved that no representations or objections be made.
b)	Applicant: Seyfettin Cecen, 78 High Street, Blaina.
	Details of application: Application for the Transfer of a Premises Licence (Licensing Act 	2003).
	Premises Name and Address: Yummies Kebab, 78 High Street, Blaina.
	Resolved that no representations or objections be made.
c)	Applicant: Mr S Sivakaran, 53 Cwmcelyn Road, Blaina
	Details of Application: Applications for the Transfer and variation of Designated Premises 	Supervisor (Licensing Act 2003).
	Premises Name and Address: Cwmcelyn Food Stores, 53 Cwmcelyn Road, Blaina.
          Resolved that further information required to establish who the application is for the transfer and the variation of DPS is in respect of. 
              

13.	Members’ Updates:
Members were invited to inform and provide updates of any recent activities and/or concerns:
No updates were received. 
Resolved accordingly.
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