NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU

Mrs T Hughes - Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN

Tel: 01495292817  e-mail: clerk@nantyeloandblainate.co.uk

Dear Member,

You are summoned to attend a hybrid meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee
at the Council Chamber, Blaina institute, High Street, Blaina to commence following the Planning
& Highways Committee meeting on Tuesday 10t June 2025.

If any member of the public wishes to attend the meeting remotely, please contact the Town Clerk
at the above e-mail or phone by 3pm on 10" June 2025 for details of how to access the meeting.

Yours sincerely
-
Town Clerk

A meeting to which members of the public are entitled to attend.

AGENDA

Declaration of Interest
Members are invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the
proceedings. Members are reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book provided.

1. Apologies for absence:
Members are invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to
accept.

2. Questions from the Public:

To receive any questions from the public regarding matters itemised on the agenda (limited
to 10 minutes {otal).

3. Correspondence:
Members are invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s
permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.

a) One Voice Wales (for information / consideration - copies attached):

i. Training Dates for May and June 2025.

ii. Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015: Post-legislative scrutiny.



Hi,

d)

Consuliation re: Proposals to improve the administration and enforcement of Council Tax in
Wales.
Innovative Practice Conference — 2" July 2025.

National Awards Conference Report 2025 — please see page 33 — Nantyglo & Blaina Town
Council commended for ‘Best Initiative addressing the Cost of Living Crisis.

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council (for information — copy attached):

invitation to an exhibition ‘Art After Hours @ Goldworks’.
Gwent VAWSADV (for information — copy attached):

Email and poster re: Lunch and Learn event on 24 June 2025.

Orbits IT {for information & consideration — copy attached):

Proposal re: project quote for the end of Windows 10 suppart and transfer to Windows 11.

Nativity Set owned by Town Council:

Members are invited to consider the future use of the Nativity Set owned by the Town
Council i.e. possible donation to a local church such as St Peter's Church, Blaina.

$.137 donations (Local Government Act 1972 & Well-being of Future Generations
(Wales) Act 2015:

As previously resolved, Members are invited to consider making further financial donations
to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank to assist residents of Nantyglo and Blaina for the month of
June 2025.

Purchase of Welsh Flags for display throughout Nantyglo & Blaina:

Members are politely requested to ratify the purchase of 15 Welsh Flags (5’ x 3') for display
throughout Nantyglo & Blaina. Contractor Mr Russell Dunham informed that it would be
more cost effective if the flags were purchased in time for them to be put up at the same
time the VE Day flags were taken down. The cost of the flags are £56.86.

Application to the Community Grant Fund:

Members are invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s
permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
Members are also reminded that applications will need to be considered in conjunction

with the current policy.

None received to date.

Salem Chapel:
Members are invited to consider the attached inspection report:

May 2025 (copy attached).
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TRAINING DATES - MAY - JUNE 2025 / DYDDIADUA HYFFORDDIANT - MAI - MEHEFIN 2025

From Wendi Patience <wpatience@onevoicewales.wales>
Date Thu 22/05/2025 10:41

To  Wendi Patience <wpatience@cnevoicewales.wales>
Cc  Wendi Patience <wpatience@onevoicewales.wales>

0 6 attachments (556 KB)

Overview Modules 2024.pdf; Overview Modules 2024 CYM.pdf; Bursary letter up to Feb 2025-26 £100 Cym.docx; Bursary
letter up to Feb 2025-26 100.docx; Free Places Form 2025-2026 Cym.docx; Free Places Form 2025-2026.docx;

Dear Colleagues,

Please find below details of Remote training sessions that are taking place in May - June
2025 please bring this to the attention of your council.

The cost of the training is £42 for members or £65 per person for non-members. You will be
invoiced after the training has taken place.

There is a bursary available to eligible councils.

Session times are listed against the module date — Please note all training sessions are in
English unless otherwise stated.

Date Day Module Time
21/05/2025 Wednesday | New Councillor induction 6.30-8.00pm
12/06/2025 Thursday | New Councillor induction 6.30-8.00pm
23/06/2025 Monday New Councillor induction 6.30-8.00pm
28/05/2025 Wednesday | The Council - Module 1 6.30-8.00pm
10/06/2025 Tuesday The Councit - Module 1 6.30-8.00pm
24/06/2025 Tuesday The Council - Module 1 6.30-8.00pm
27/05/2025 Tuesday The Councillor - Module 2 6.30-8.00pm
09/06/2025 Monday The Councillor - Module 2 6.30-8.00pm
25/06/2025 | Wednesday | The Councillor - Module 2 6.30-8.00pm
04/06/2025 Wednesday | The Council as an Employer - Module 3 6.30-8.00pm

hitps:ffoutlook.office.com/mail/inbox/id/ AAGKAGQOY]HYjgELTIXZWYNDczZi 1 hY|EALTISMWF MY zIhYWI3ZQAQAHF % 2F Ti3HsMZMKIkUT ou% 2F. ..
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10/06/2025 Tuesday The Council as an Employer - Module 3 6.30-8.00pm
24/06/2025 Tuesday The Council as an Employer - Module 3 6.30-8.00pm
11/06/2025 | Wednesday | Understanding the law - Module 4 6.30-8.00pm
23/06/2025 Monday Understanding the law - Module 4 6.30-8.00pm
05/06/2025 Thursday | The Council Meeting - Module 5 6.30-8.00pm
17/06/2025 Tuesday The Council Meeting - Module 5 6.30-8.00pm
28/05/2025 | Wednesday | Local Government Finance - Module 6 6.30-8.00pm
05/06/2025 Thursday | Local Government Finance - Module 6 6.30-8.00pm
09/06/2025 Monday Local Government Finance - Module 6 6.30-8.00pm
18/06/2025 | Wednesday | Local Government Finance - Module 6 6.30-8.00pm
25/06/2025 | Wednesday | Health & Safety - Module 7 6.30-8.00pm
Introduction to Community Engagement
24/06/2025 Tuesday . Module 8 6.30-8.00pm
02/06/2025 Monday Code of Conduct - Module 9 6.30-8.00pm
10/06/2025 Tuesday Code of Conduct - Module 9 6.30-8.00pm
26/06/2025 Thursday | Code of Conduct - Module 9 6.30-8.00pm
03/06/2025 Tuesday Chairing Skills - Module 10 6.30-8.00pm
18/06/2025 | Wednesday | Chairing Skills - Module 10 6.30-8.00pm
Creating a Community Place Plan -
26/05/2025 Monday Module 12 6.30-8.00pm
Creating a Community Place Plan -
25/06/2025 | Wednesday Module 12 6.30-8.00pm
21/05/2025 | Wednesday | Tommunity Engagment Part i - Module ) ¢ 505 ggpm
30/06/2025 | Monday | community Engagment Partll - Module | ¢ 30 ¢ 495,

hitps:/outicok office.com/mailfinboxfid/ AAQKAGQO YN YjgSLTIXZWYtNDCZZi1 hYJE4L TISMWF mYzih Y WISZQAQAHF % 2F Ti3HsMZMKikU T ou%2F ...

247



22/05/2026, 10:42

Email - Clerk - Qutiook

04/06/2025 | Wednesday | Equality and Diversity - Module 14 6.30-8.00pm
19/06/2025 Thursday | Information Management - Module 15 6.30-8.00pm
12/06/2025 | Thursday | woo.0f ' Websites and Social Media - | ¢ 39 g ggpm
20/05/2025 | Thursday | Making Effective Grant Applications - | ¢ 3.6 gpm
19/06/2025 | Thursday | mand Effective Grant Applications - | g 306 pm
28/05/2025 | Wednesday | Effective Staff Management - Module 18 | 6.30-8.00pm
16/06/2025 Monday Effective Staff Management - Module 18 | 6.30-8.00pm
25/06/2025 | Wednesday | aouoyion of Services ; f;"“"‘“““y 6.30-8.00pm
04106/2025 | Wednesday g::::li:ino%::sf:itt:zabiiity - Module 20 6-30-8.00pm
1710612025 | Tuesday | ydvances Local Government Finance - | g 30 ggpm
18/06/2025 | Wednesday | provane oy -oc2l Government Finance - | ¢ 3.5 ogpm
11/06/2025 | Wednesday | Community Asset Transfer - Module 23 6.30-8.00pm
05/06/2025 | Thursday | pinanceand Governance Toolkit - 6.30-8.00pm
30/06/2025 | Monday | pinance and Governance Toolkit - 6.30-8.00pm
11/06/2025 | Wednesday | Biodiversity Part 1 - Module 25 6.30-8.00pm
18/06/2025 | Wednesday | Biodiversity Part 2 - Module 26 6.30-8.00pm
04/06/2025 | Wednesday | Nature Project Management - Module 27 | 6.30-8.00pm

https:/outlook.office.comimail/inbox/id/AAQKAGQOY]JIYjgSLTIXZWYINDczZiThY]E4LTISMWEmMYzIhYWI3ZQAQAHF % 2F Ti3HSMZMKIkU7 0u%2F ..
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Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015: Post-legislative scrutiny

From Tracy Gilmartin <tgilmartin@onevoicewales wales>
Date Thu 22-May-25 10:49 AM
To  Tracy Gilmartin <tgilmartin@onevoicewales.wales>

Dear Chair and Clerk

Welsh Government is currently undertaking post-legislative scrutiny of the Well-being of
Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. 2025 mark ten years since the Well-being of Future
Generations (Vanessa) Act 2015 gained Royal Assent. Following a decade of the existence
of the Weli-being of Future Generations Act, the Equality and Social Justice Committee
considers it timely to undertake post-legisiative scrutiny of the impact and effectiveness of
the iegislation.

The terms of reference for the inquiry are to consider:

how far the intended objective of the Act is being achieved;

any action which should be taken to improve the effectiveness of the Act and its
implementation, including any specific drafting issues;

whether the review and reporting requirements under the Act are being met;

the effectiveness of guidance made under the Act;

how far the Act has been legally binding and enforceable; and

how far the Act has represented, and will continue to represent, value for money.

Responses are invited by 11 June 2025.

A link to further information can be found at:
nitns//business senadd wales/mglssueHisioryHome aspx?Hd=45792

One Voice Wales will be preparing a response and submitting evidence. In order to inform
the response | am seeking members views on the content of the inquiry by the end of the
day, Tuesday 3 June 2025. My email is cignes@onevoicewales. wales

In addition, your Council is welcome to respond directly to the inquiry and you may have
already received an invitation to do so.

| look forward to hearing from you

Thanks very much
Yours sincerely
Catrin

Dr Catrin Jones

Policy Officer / Swyddog Polisi
One Voice Wales / Un Liais Cymru
24c College Street / Stryd y Coleg
Ammanford / Rhydaman

SA18 3AF

01269 595400
cjones@onevoicewales.wales

https:/foutlook office.com/mail/inbox/id/AAQKAGQOY]JIYjgSLTIXZWYINDczZi 1 hYEALTISMWFmY Zih YWIZZOAQAAetBhIyKKIPhUXewwY8yeM%3... 171
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Gwella'r broses o weinyddu a gorfodi'r Dreth Gyngor yng Nghymru/Improving the
administration and enforcement of Council Tax in Wales

From Wendi Patience <wpatience@onevoicewales wales>
Date Fri 16-May-25 2:06 PM

To Wendi Patience <wpatience@onevoicewales.wales>
Cc  Wendi Patience <wpatience@onevoicewales.wales>

Annwyl Gadeirydd a Chierc

Mae Llywodraeth Cymru ar hyn o bryd yn ymgynghori ar gynigion i wella gweinyddiaeth a
gorfodi’r Dreth Gyngor yng Nghymru. Mae'r cynigion yn cynnwys:

* newid y gyfraith i greu proses orfodi decach, dryloyw a mwy effeithiol ar gyfer Treth y
Cyngor sydd heb ei thalu

+ darparu canllawiau i helpu cynghorau i gasglu dyledion Treth y Cyngor yn decach ac
yn gynaliadwy

Mae yna gwestiynau ymgynghori ac mae ymatebion yn cael eu gwahodd erbyn 23
Gorffennaf 2025.

Mae copiau o ddogfennau’r ymgynghoriad a'r ffurflen ymateb i'w cael yn:

h%i;}b inena by c;wu;gwe%'ar»bmses’ o-weinyddu-gorfodir-dreth-gyngor-yng-nghymru’?
wim_content=&utrn_medium=emali&utm_name=8&ulm_source=govdslivery&ulm lerm=& gl
=1 rgeoci” _ga™MTEOMTMONDI4MS4xNzISNjgwNjgw” _ga_L1471V4ANO2*czE3NDeyOTg3ND
kkbzikZzERADEINDeyOThkzMDMkajAkbDAkaDA.,

Bydd Un Llais Cymru yn paratoi ymateb i'r ymgynghoriad hwn. Byddwn yn ddiolchgar i
dderbyn eich ymateb neu ymateb ddrafft erbyn diwedd y dydd, dydd Mercher 9 Gorffennaf
2025. Fy ebost yw cjones@onevoicawales wales.

Yn ogystal mae croeso i'ch Cyngor ymateb yn uniongyrchol i'r ymgynghoriad.

Edrychaf ymlaen i glywed gennych.
Diolch yn fawr iawn
Yn gywir

Catrin

Dear Chair and Clerk

Welsh Government is currently consulting on proposals to improve the administration and
enforcement of Council Tax in Wales. Proposals include:

« changing the law to create a fairer, transparent and more effective enforcement
process for unpaid Council Tax
» providing guidance to help councils collect Council Tax debt more fairly and sustainably

https:/fouticok office.com/mail/inbox/fid/ AAQKAGQOYjJIIYjgSLTIXZWYINDezZi 1 hYiE4ALTISMWF mYzIhYWI3ZQAQAOTyQVZMHEP4vY%2F 8L %2Fci2...  1/2
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There are consultation questions and responses are invited by 23 July 2025.

A copy of the consultation documents and the response form can be found at:
nttps/iwww.gov.wales/improving-administration-and-enforcement-councii-tax-wales?

ui{g éon;entm&utm medium=email&uim_name=&ulm_socurce=govdelivery&utm_term=#resp
ond-bloc

One Voice Wales will be preparing a response to this consultation. | would appreciate your
response or draft response by the end of the day, Wednesday 9 July 2025. My email is
ciones@onevoicewales. wales.

In addition, your Council is welcome to respond directly to the consultation.

| look forward to hearing from you
Thanks very much

Yours sincerely

Catrin

Dr Catrin Jones

Policy Officer / Swyddog Polisi
One Voice Wales / Un Llais Cymru
24c College Street / Stryd y Coleg
Ammanford / Rhydaman

SA18 3AF

01269 595400
clones@onavoicewales wales

Y prif gorff cynrychioli ar gyfer Cynghorau Cymuned a Thref yng Nghymru.
The principal representative body for Community and Town Councils in Wales.

Gwefan: www.unllaiscymru.cymru / Website: www.onevoicewales.wales

Wrth adael Un Llais Cymru, cafodd yr e-bost hwn ei sganio ar gyfer pob firws sy'n hysbys.
Rydym yn cymryd yr angen i warchod eich data o ddifrif. Er mwyn gweld ein Hysbysiad
Preifatrwydd, cliciwch ar y ddolen: http://www.unliaiscymru.org.uk/OVWWeb-
CYM/polisi_preifatrwydd-16738.aspx Bydd hwn yn esbonio sut rydym yn defnyddio eich
gwybodaeth a sut rydym yn gwarchod eich preifatrwydd. Croesawn ohebiaeth yn Gymraeg.
Bydd unrhyw ohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn cael ei hateb yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at cedi wrth ymateb.

Mae’r e-bost hwn at ddefnydd y sawl y'i bwriedid ar ei gyfer yn unig ac mae’n cynnwys
gwybodaeth all fod yn freintiedig a/neu’n gyfrinachol. Os na fwriedid ichi dderbyn yr e-bost,
dylech roi gwybod i'r sawl a'i danfonodd trwy ddanfon e-bost yn 6l a dileu’'r e-bost hwn ac
unrhyw atodiadau.

On leaving One Voice Wales, this email was scanned for all known viruses. We take the
protection of your data seriously. For our Privacy Notice please click on the following link:
http://www.onevoicewales.org.uk/OVWWeb/privacy _policy-7450.aspx  This will explain how
we use your information and the ways in which we protect your privacy. We welcome
receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered
in Welsh and corresponding in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.

This email is for the sole use of the intended recipient and contains information that may be
privileged and/or confidential. If you are not an intended recipient, please notify the sender
by refurn email and delete this email and any attachments.

hitps:/foutlook.office.com/mailfinbox/id/ AAQKAGQOY]JIYig5LT IxZWYtNDczZi 1 h Y E4ALTISMWFmMY zIh YWI3ZQAQAO TYQV2mHEP4v%2F 8L %2Fcl2. .
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Innovative Practice Conference — Wednesday 2 July 2025

From Tracy Gilmartin <tgilmartin@onevoicewales wales>
Date Mon 12-May-25 12:29 PM
To  Tracy Gilmartin <tgilmartin@onevoicewales.wales>

U 2 attachments (188 KB)
Agenda Innovative Practice Conference 2 July 2025 Draft.pdf; Booking Form attendees 2 July 25.doc;

Dear Chair/Clerk,
Innovative Practice Conference — Wednesday 2 July 2025

| am writing to advise you that the Conference will take place at Hafod a Hendre, Royal
Weish Showground, Builth Wells on Wednesday 2 July 2025, and | am pleased to enclose
the latest draft of the Conference programme for your attention.

The theme of this year’s conference will be ‘Planning Ahead for a Challenging Future.” We
are hopeful that Jayne Bryant MS the Cabinet Secretary for Housing and Local Government
will be opening the Conference and in addition we have a wide range of presenters from
other organisations including from our sector which will provide delegates with a highly
informative opportunity designed to help develop planning at the iocal level in support of our
communities.

| am hopeful that there will be a record attendance level at this year's Conference and |
would encourage all Councils to consider booking a place(s) at the earliest opportunity.

| am attaching a booking form for your use and | look forward to welcoming your Council to
this years' Conference.

Yours faithfully,
Lyn Cadwallader
Chief Executive

Regards/Cofion

Tracy Gilmartin

Office Manager/Rheolwr Swyddfa

Un Liais Cymru / One Voice Wales

24c Stryd y Coleg / 24¢ College Street
Rhydaman / Ammanford

SA18 3AF

07917 846510 / 01269 595400
tgilmartin@onevoicewales.wales
onevoicewales.wales / unilaiscymru.cymru

The principal representative body for Community and Town Councils in Wales
Y prif gorff cynrychioli ar gyfer Cynghorau Cymuned a Thref yng Nghymru.

Gwefan: hitps://www.unllaiscymru.cymru/ Website: hitps://www.onevoicewales.wales/

https:/outiook office.com/mailinbox/id/ AAQRAGQOYjJYjgELTDZWYNDczZi1 hYJEALTISMWF mYzih YWI3ZQAQANIAM24u0WtHQPgMSIwip9A%3... 172
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Booking Form
. Innovative Practice Conference Wednesday 2 July 2025

Ore Yoice Wales

Name of Council;

Name of attendee:

Email:

In which language do you want your papers? English / Welsh / Bilingual

Any dietary/other requirements?

Name of attendee:

Emait:

In which language do you want your papers? English / Welsh / Bilingual

Any dietary/other requirements?

Name of attendee

Email

fn which language do you want your papers? English / Welsh / Bilingual

Any dietary/other requirements?

Name of attendee

Email

In which language do you want your papers? English / Welsh / Bilingual

Any dietary/other requirements?

Delegate tariffs No. of Delegates | Price per delegate C%St
OVW member councils £67
Non-member councils £105
Name: Position:
Telephone: Email:

BACS: sort code 30-94-85 Account number 16689360 or by cheque payable to One Voice Wales

Please note this booking form constitutes a legally binding contract. In the unlikely event of the conference being cancelled,
One Voice Wales will automatically make a full refund but disclaim any further liability.

Cancellations not notified two weeks prior to the conference date will still be charged at the full rate.

Please retum your completed form to:
tgilmartin @ onevoicewales.wales or One Voice Wales, 24c College Street, Ammanford, Carmarthenshire, SA18 3AF
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® o One Voice Wales - Innovative Practice Conference m‘mﬂ;’“
" ‘PLANNING AHEAD FOR A CHALLENGING FUTURE’ "
e voice ates Wednesday 2" July 2025 e Ve wabes
10:15am — 3:45pm
Hafod a Hendre, Royal Welsh Showground, Builth Wells
10:15 Welcome Cllr Mike Theodoulou,
Chair One Voice Wales
10:20 Setting the Scene for Today's Conference | Lyn Cadwaliader,
Chief Executive One Voice Wales
10:30 What are the priorities for the community Jayne Bryant, Cabinet Secretary for
and town council sector in the period up to | Housing and Local Government
the 2027 elections?
11:00 Addressing issues relating to democratic

heaith in the loca! council sector

The National Lottery Community Fund ~
Opportunities for community and town
councils to seek grant fundin

Speaker to be confirmed

Speaker to be confirmed

1:30 Artificial Intelligence (Al) —~ Benefits for Paul Funnell, Powys County Council
Local Councils
2:00 Community Asset Transfers — An

exploration of the issues to be addressed
by local councils

Speaker to be confirmed

Grou

Break Out Groups:

Community Boundary Reviews — {Planning
Ahead)

Cost of Living Crisis and its impact on local
people throughout Wales

Local Places for Nature — Implementing
your Section 6 duty plans

Asbestos in Public Buildings — What we
need to know

Paul Egan One Voice Wales & Emma
Smith Society of Local Council Clerks

Emma Goode and the Cost-of-Living
Team

To be confirmed

Clare Phillips, Head of Public Sector
Collaboration, Ystadau Cymru

3:25 Plenary Session — To receive short One Voice Wales to co-ordinate
feedback reports from Leaders of Break
Out Groups

3:45 Conclusion of Conference Clir Mike Theodoulou,

Chair One Voice Wales

Conference Sponsored by:

CIVIC+\YY
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Introduction

Lyn Cadwallader,
Chief Executive

‘Welcome to the One Voice Wales National Awards Conference 2025, to our
delegates, suppliers, exhibitors and sponsors, including Clerks and Councillors
who are attending for the first time. | hope you find our conference
informative, thought-provoking and stimulating, and that you will take a lot of
valuable information and learning back to your communities.

It is great to see so many of you engaging with this year's National Awards
and a new record number of applications were received, making it a difficult
task for the independent assessment panel. We have a list of Council
delegates who have given up their time to showcase their projects at today's
Council Presentation workshops, which always prove very successful and
enjoyable for the delegates. The conference outlines the positive outcomes
achieved by One Voice Wales and Community & Town Councils during 2024~
25. We will discuss the challenges and opportunities for the sector, as well as
update you on some of the new thematic programmes of work we will be
undertaking in the coming year; we hope our newly-launched website will
pecome a central digital repository for our member Councils.

There has been a healthy level of membership numbers during the last twelve
months, with now over 92% of all councils in membership of One Voice Wales.
This is the highest membership level since our formation in 2004. Plans are
already in place to drive increases in membership in 2025-26. We continue to
argue that local councils should be the bedrock to bringing about a
renaissance of our communities in Wales. Additionally, we will be engaging in
closer working relations with Welsh Government, Audit Wales, WLGA, NRW,
National Parks, Police & Crime Commissioners, NALC, SLCC, Planning Aid
Wales, WCVA and others to make this a reality in 2025-26. We continue to
drive new organisational developments including improved communications

channels and a revised and improved governance structure for One Voice
Wales.”



Conterence Agendad

One Voice Wales National Awards Conference Wednesday 30 April 2025
Hafod a Hendre, Royal Weish Showground, Llanelwedd LD2 38Y _

Orie Voita Waist Omg Votce Wales

Agenda

Gn Llass Sy

® &

09:30 - 10:30 Registration / Networking / Exhibitions
10:30 - 10:35 One Voice Wales Chair's Address

10:35-11.15 Keynote Address: Lyn Cadwallader, Chief Executive of One Voice Wales:
‘Future Developments at One Voice Wales and the Community and Town
Council Sector’

14:15 - 12:20 Innovative Practice Sessions Part 1

Use of Digital Resources (A, B, C)
Sustainability Initiatives (Councils A, B, C)
Environmental Projects (Councils A, B, C)
Governance Initiatives (Councils A, B, C)

12:20 ~ 13:30 Lunch and Exhibition

13:30 — 14:30 Innovative Practice Sessions Part 2
Devolution of Services or Assets / Cost of Living Initiatives (Council A, B, C)
Tourism / Heritage & Culture Initiatives {Council A, B, C)
Youth Engagement / Older Persons initiatives (Council A, B, C)
Community Engagement / Democratic Health Initiatives (Councils A, B, C)

14:30 ~ 14:50 Event Sponsor’s Address: Unity Trust Bank

14:50 — 15:50 Awards Ceremony
Best Governance initiative
Best Democratic Health Initiative

Best Use of Digital Resources
. Best Sustainability Initiative
Best Environmental Project
Best Heritage and Culture Initiative
Best Tourism Initiative
. Best Community Engagement Initiative
. Best Youth Engagement Initiative
10. Best Older Persons Initiative
11. Best Devolution of Service or Asset Project
12. Best Initiative addressing the Cost-of-Living Crisis
Caerwyn Roberts Best Local Council Service of the Year award —
sponsored by Unity Trust Bank

NG G W

©w

15:50 - 16:00 Chair’'s Closing Comments
16:00 End of Conference

Conference sponsored by:



Award Categories

I.Best Governance Initiative
2.Best Democratic Health Initiative
3.Best use of Digital Resources
4.Best Sustainability Initiative
5.Best Environmental Project
6.Best Heritage and Culture Initiative
7.Best Tourism Initiative
8.Best Community Engagement Initiative
9.Best Youth Engagement Initiative
10.Best Older Persons Initiative

11.Best Devolution of Service or Asset
Project

12.Best Initiative addressing the
Cost of Living Crisis

The Caerwyn Roberts Best Local Council
Service of the Year 2025



Award Category |

Joint Win_ners' N

Highly
Commended

Commended

Winning
Submissions

In May 2024,Blaenavon Town

report for the period 2023/24 in com
under s52 Local Governmen

tier of local government, the
demonstrate that they. are

ensuring - their views are

Awdrd Sponsors




Joint Winners: Pontypool Community Council




R ; ST I ! o S
Srae _ _ ?@W . L

s
. e _ o . &. . D .
e ; o . o

,/m..w\om,\m. P ! G
ww\mé o . , o

o

ing
ission

inner

ighly -
Commended
Ccommended

.
-

H

nn

Wi
Subm

Award Category
Award Sponsors




Bilaenavon Town Council

Highly Commended

.

ISiwn

Democratiaeth a

Com
Ffiniau

Cymru

-
e

Democracy
and Boundary
ission Cymru

Comm

nH Enm
HRiEGN.
E LRt 24
|e REPX

1



Award ¢G_tegd_ry v

winner

Highly
Commended

Commende’d

Winning
Submission

Award Sponsors




s
-
%

.
-

St
-

-

e
-
T

e // :

S
i

,Mw,\‘

:
e
e - e

-
-




Award Category

Joint Winners

High[y
Commended_

Commehded_

Winning
Submissions

Carmarthen Togethe the e
Hcﬂhweli c:onferenc;
-spac;ous _raem: breako
and outdoor spaces, a
outstanding expe
primary and secon

Award Sponsors




Mumbles Community Council

nners

Joint Wi

Carmarthen Town Council

-
.

Joint Winners




Award Category

Winner

Highly Commended.

Commended

Winning
Submission

plants textures, colours
inclusivity for all visitors,
processing rieedS' A 'stci

Award Sponsors 1 Catton& Son




ty Council

Mumbles Commun

&+
*

Winners




Award Ccitegory

Winner
Highly Commended : |
Comménded |

"and to com'mde with th'
-major restc ”tlon
by a volunteer manageme
C_qunc;_l_,_:a_nﬂ the Council
the day to day running
members of the public
Miners and their families
paid their penny'a _ eek: oW
The hall was: bu:lt on two
bunldmg, whlch is usted'

Winning

Submission

Sponsors




L 5 : S

- . WM%NM L . W,MWM« Q%mxmw%
L . s -
S : .fw Wz“.?w..w .
L w%www. w

.v 5 «»M

,/A/

.

.

.

.
.

S

. %%W .

Sk .A.M ,M\%%
|

%g

,w
o
i

Tre

Bedwas,

nners:



Award Category

Winner

Highly Commendéd_ .

Commendéd_

Winning
Submission

’Gunsf'eld*s Winter Fayre,
}represents a highly si

actively supports he lo
'promotmgthe mq

wit_hjlo'ca{ acf;iqm_r}afg tic

packages for visitors

Award Sponsors




o L o -
b A

. .

L -

.

S
.

| 'Sfl e 'd

'i.

Gu

P
]

inners

W



Award Ccte-goi'_y

Winner
Highly
Commended
Commended
Blaenqv_on ._ijc_ “;E‘{ﬁﬁt_
. pmﬂctiv
Winning
Submission residents to - actwely

community.

msights dlrectly from _
contributions cf locul-
uddressmg pr&ssmg co

Award Sponsors




MWMEW o

.

G
,f:n

n .

nners:




Award Category

© Best Youth Engager

Joint Winners

Highly
Commended
Commended
support personal develapment,;__
There are SIng cant benef" ts af |
opportunities, and soc;a[ suppmt, thi
stronger, healthier, and more cohes
staffing, resources, actlwty costsf a
Winning services remam accessnbte and-freeia
Submission

Mold Town Councn Youth Councﬂ Init
demonstrated an outstandlng com !
establishing and reinvigorating the Mold
initiative ensures that yca ng vmces wat

This Initiative is- a shmmg ex mp
inspire the next generation to b
commumty, makmg Mald a safe

Award Sponsors

5 Ch:ldrens Commissione




.
-

o

-
.

b
o

L

nners

L]
»

i

nners

t Wi
Jo

oln



Award Cdiegory_ B

winner

Highly

Commended

Commended

Winning
Submission

project has smce gro
offermg campunian'

community

Award Sponsors




B

S e e e w.cwp&wwz

mm,@% e : - e e ﬂv .

,K,,%..,‘(m o . & : . .. e ...m_,.ﬁf %WWMW{. . WM\MWMW 3
G .

. |
L

inhers:



Award Category R X P Best :[f)_éinjlutlonﬂf

Winner

Highly Commended

Commended

Winning
Submission

Award Sponsors




Winner




Award Category

 Best _|ﬁ_ii;iag_qe addres

Winner

Highly
Commended

Commended

Winning
Submission

safe, weicommg Iocc:l quces,
2. Mumbles Crop Collectlve (MCC)*.'

3.Support Ccnfé isa welcoming comm'
resadents with free advice and suppc: f

Award Sponsors




s....y.
L

-

[
.

nner




e

%ﬁ .

s

B

o M. S

7 ».;,M

w«w o M &\w\\w
S

&
£ £
o

e
Ci

i

.
.

e

X

.(Wﬁm o
i o

o

ing
ion

inners

int W
Highly
Commended
winn

Commended
Submiss
Sponsors

Award Category
Jo i




e
”i*?;fiw .
coEe

-

- i

-
.
i G
-

e




Press Release

One Voice Wales National Awards Conference 2025 shows
best of Welsh Councils!

Community and Town Councils across Wales, met up
recently for their 2025 awards ceremony at the Royal
Welsh Showground in Llaneiwedd, sponsored by Unity
Trust Bank. The annual ceremony, hosted by One Voice
Wales - the national representative body for Community
and Town Councils - celebrated and showcased the work
of local Councilis across many strategic and operational
cdtegories. A rigorous assessment process was evidence
of the integrity of the awards.

In opening the event, Councillor Mike Theodoulou, Chair
of One Voice Wales, paid tribute to the achievement of so
many Councils who delivered grassroots services at the
heart of their communities. He also spoke of changing
times and the Iimportance of establishing a true
understanding of the role and purpose of Community and
Town Councils.

Lyn Cadwallader, Chief Executive of One Voice Wales,
thanked Councils for engaging with the event and
praised their commitment to sharing their innovations.
Lyn described the challenges facing Councils across
Wales, which included helping communities recover from
COVID-19 and respond to the Cost-of-Living crisis.
Supporting biodiversity, managing community asset
transfer, and delivering vibrant, sustainable place-based
services were further significant challenges. Councils
could also play a key role in driving local economies.

Community and Town Councils were subject to more
scrutiny than ever. Issues arising from external audits
had brought increased focus on their work, alongside «
recent Senedd Inquiry into the role, governance and
agccountability of the community and town council sector
and a review of the democratic health of community and
town councils. Community Boundadry Reviews also
painted an uncertain future for many Councils.

38



Lyn reminded delegates of how One Voice Wales supported
Councils in meeting these challenges. The Awards
provided o unique opportunity to show how Councils had
performed against independent, third-party assessment.
lLyn described record membership levels, increased
funding from Welsh Government and a Memorandum of
Understanding with the WLGA to help manage an
important partnership. Important governance changes
were also being put in place within One Voice Wales.

Lyn looked forward to attending the forthcoming WLGA
Annual Conference, which would be an opportunity to
showcase the work of One Voice Wales and the
achievements of many Community and Town Councils.
Other partnership work was also continuing.

A comprehensive programme of training was in place to
help local Councils navigate a rapidly changing world, as
Lyn encouraged Councils to take advantage of the
development opportunities provided by One Voice Wales.
He also commended the Finance and Governance Toolkit
os an important resource to help Councils manage their
affairs.

The conference launched the new One Voice Wauales
website. The new site was a repository for Community and
Town Councils to access important information, developed
in collaboration with colleagues at CORE Internet
Solutions. Many delegates took the opportunity of a
digital “site visit” facilitated by One Voice Wales staff. A
refreshed and rebranded logo had been developed
alongside the new site.

Lyn took questions across such as the governance
arrangements of One Voice Wales, Well-being of Future
Generations (Wales) Act 2015, anti-racism policies and
how to ensure representation on Councils from young
people. Inspired by the Chief Executive'’s words, delegates
soon knuckled down to a series of thematic Workshop
Practice Sessions, which identified and disseminated Best
Practice in areas such as environmental projects, digital
solutions, youth engagement and tourism.

P,



A workshop about community engagement and
democratic health was typical of the lively sharing of
information sharing that took place on this busy day.
Delegates listened with interest as the Mayor of
Blaenavon Town Council, Councillor Nathan Matthews and
Sophie Johnson, Community Well-being Development
Officer, skilfully described how community engagement
helped inform Council strategy in this historic Gwent
town.

All eyes were on the awards though, and the afternoon
session lifted the lid on the winners. Record entry levels
had set a tough task for the judges, but the trophies were
eventually allocated. Here is the full roll of honour:

1. Best Governance Initiative
Pontypool Community Council and Blaenavon Town
Council
(Joint Winners)

2. Best Democratic Health Initiative
No outright winner

3. Best Use of Digital Resources
Rhossili Community Council

4. Best Sustainability Initiative
Carmarthen Town Council and Mumblies Community
Council
(Joint Winners)

5. Best Environmental Project
Mumbles Community Council

6. Best Heritage and Culture Initiative
Bedwas, Trethomas & Machen Community Council

7. Best Tourism Initiative
Guilsfield Community Council

8. Best Community Engagement Initiative
Blaenavon Town Council



9. Best Youth Engagement Initiative
Mold Town Council and Pontypool Community Council

10. Best Older Persons Initiative
Mumbles Community Council

11. Best Devolution of Service or Asset Project
Buan Community Council

12. Best initiative addressing the Cost-of-Living Crisis
Mumbles Community Council

13. The Caerwyn Roberts Best Local Council Service of the
Yedr, sponsored by Unity Trust Bank:

Mumbles Community Council and Guilsfield Community
Council
(Joint Winners)

This haod been a celebration of local council life. A
celebration of the people and communities of Wales.
Councillor Theodoulou drew proceedings to a close,
describing a wonderful day. But he issued a final
challenge. Councils needed to return to their
communities and “shout” about their achievements, he
declared! These were challenging times for local
democracy and Community and Town Councils were
ideally placed to engage and galvanise communities.

Deiegates left the arena, thrilled at what they had heard
and excited about the future.

The 2025 Awards Conference was sponsored by Unity
Trust Bank PLC.
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viie vuiLe vywuies would 1Kke Lo expre
everyone who contributed to the hug
~ National Awards Confe

their continued co-operation

for the wonderful catering, and to ‘Te
the audio and technical service

Visit our brand new websitefor f
case studies and photographs of the

One Voice Wales
24c College Street
AMMANFORD
SA18 3AF

01269 595400
07917 846510

admin@onevoicewales.wales

Find us on social
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You're invited to "Art After Hours @ Goldworks"

From Georgia Winter <Georgia.Winter@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk>
Date Wed 28/05/2025 00:40
To n-btowncouncil@hotmail.co.uk <n-btowncouncil@hotmail.co.uk>

».Image

Good afternoon,

On the 24t June 2025, from 4:30pm to 7:00pm at Goldworks, NP23 6GR, join us for an inspiring evening, as we
unveil a vibrant new exhibition showcasing the work of a diverse range of talented artists, all under one roof!

This special event celebrates creativity in all its forms, set against the dynamic backdrop of our collaborative
workspace. Whether you're an artist, creative professional, or simply an art enthusiast, this is a chance to
connect, converse, and be inspired.

Our aim is to bring the creative community together and provide them with great professional connections for
the future,

If you would like to attend, please book your place now, using the following link: Event details for Art After

Hours @ Goldworks: An Exhibition & Creative Networking Night - Blaenau Gwent Business Hub
Kind regards,

The Goldworks Team/Tim y Goldworks

Work, Meet, Connect/Gweithio, Cwrdd, Cysylitu
Phone: 01495 369704

Email: goldworks@blasnau-gwant.govak

Goldworks, Mill Lane, Ebbw Vale NP23 6GR / Gwaithaur, Lon Y Felin, Glyn Ebwy NP23 6GR

Website/Gwefan: www.goldworks.wales
Facebook: hitps://wvww facebook com/profile.phn?id=61552923681836
LinkedIn: Blagnay Gwent Business Hub | Linkedin

https:/foutlook office com/mailfinbox/id/AAQKAGQOYIHYIgSLTIXZWYINDczZH hYiEALTISMWF MY zIhYWI3ZQAQABSeiMTLKESLAuwYwUIVZU%3... 1M1
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Gwent VAWDASV
Lunch & Learn

Live Fear Free Helpline

0808 80 10 800

call « text « live chat * email

For this lunch and learn we have Ann Williams manager

of the Live Fear Helpline discussing all the support the

helpline can offer for professionals as well as victims of
VAWDASV.

/1 esday 24" June 12.30pm - 1.30pm A

9 Microsoft Teams
https://buytickets.at/gwentvawdasv/1697487
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12/05/2025, 14:58 Mait - Clerk - Qutlook

FW: Lunch and Learn webinar - Live Fear Free - 24.06.25

From Cook, Rhian <Rhian.Cook@gwent.police.uk>
Date Mon 12-May-25 11:59 AM

@ 1 attachment (202 KB)
Lunch & Learn with Gwent VAWDASV {2).pdf;

Good Morning,

The Gwent regional VAWDASV Team (Violence Against Women Abuse and Sexual Violence) is
hosting a FREE Lunch and Learn session with Ann Williams, Manager of the Live Fear Helpline.

Live Fear Free is the free helpline for anyone experiencing VAWDASV or for anyone who is worried
about someone. it is funded by the Welsh Government and is available 24/7 via phone, text and
email.

The Lunch and Learn session will focus on raising awareness of the extensive support available for
both professionals and victims of VAWDASV.

Please could you share this with your teams, staff and colleagues who may be interested in attending
this lunch and learn.

The link to the booking page is also listed beiow:

ntos/ouylickets agwentvawdasy/ 1697487

There are also other dates booked in for later in the year if you are unable to attend this one!

Best wishes

Rhian Cook Swyddog Cyfathrebu ac Ymgysylitu |
Communication & Engagement Officer

e Swyddfa Comisynydd yr Heddlu a Throseddu Gwent
HEDDY A THAOSEDS | Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for

GWENT | o=

BOLICE AND CRIME

COMMISSIGNER Pencadlys yr Heddlu | Police Headquatrters |
Llantarnam Parkway | Liantarnam | NP44 3FW

@ gwentl.pcc.police.uk l ﬁ fgwentpce I @} @gwenipce @gwenipcc l @ lgwentpcc

From: Harvey, Jessica (Regional Business Support Officer) <Jessica.Harvey@newport.gov.uk>
Sent: 12 May 2025 11:46

https:/foutiook.office.com/mallinbox/id/ AAQKAGQOYJJIIYjg5LTIXZWYINDczZit hYJE4LTISMWF mYzIhYWI3ZQAQABVaTpX%28EelDjtLfawaMedg. .. 113
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Project Quote

For Nantyglo & Blaina Town Council

ORB-3521
2710512025

ORBITS IT

IT SUPPORT & SERVICES

Sales: 0333 358 2480
Support 333 358 2481



Windows 10 support ends on October 14, 2025. No more updates. No more security patches. No more
peace of mind. We're here to make sure you're ready for Windows 11—seamiessly, securely, and stress-
free.

What Are Your Options?

Upgrade it — If your device is compatible, we’'ll upgrade it for you.

Replace it - If it's too oid, we'll help you pick a new device, set it up, migrate your data, and recycle the old
one responsibly.

Mext Siens

1. Check - Audits and discussions have outlined the devices that need attention.

2. Upgrade & Replace ~ We're recommending we upgrade what we can and swap out what we cant.
3. Test & Support — We'll make sure everything works smoothly, and we're here if you need us.

4. Recycle — We'll dispose and recycle any machines we replace during this project for free.

% All Mandatory

Description Price Qty. Amount

Windows 10 Upgrade to Windows 11 £45.00 2 £90.00

in place upgrade from Windows 10 > 11 for the foilowing
assets:

* NBTC-11860
+ NBTC-11861

Above Machines are currently Windows 10, which can
be upgraded to Windows 11.



Upfront £90.00

VAT @ 20% £18.00

Total £108.00




Original Business IT Solutions LTD (ORBITS IT)
Reference: ORB-3521

| have read and understood Orbits IT‘s proposal and would like to accept.

{ Clerk )

ORBITSIT

T SUBPORT & SERVICES




Safety Inspections — Salem Chapel

Inspection of Salem Chapel — May 2025:

MHem po 8

MAIN CHAPEL / 7 113t | 227 | 30t | Report of any defects

WEEK And action taken

Main Hall of Chapel A A ) ) Dry rot detected & floor part lifted.
Investigations undertaken 31/8/16.
Organ supports re-enforced Sept 2016.

Fire & Intruder Alarm A J J J Inspected 29/04/2025

Emergency Lighting J A A J Inspected 29/04/2025

Stairways to Balcony A ) ) ) Stair lift not working, evidence of damp
on walls. Plaster fallen from underneath
of stairs due to damp.

Balcony A A A J Damage to display possibly from
insects/woodworm. Greater evidence of
damp on walls.

Toilets J J J J Removed due to dry rot

High Street Entrance A J J J Black mould on walls & ceilings

Office A J A J Broken window secured

General Condition A J / A General deterioration evident

Fire Extinguishers A A J N Inspected & replaced as necessary
06/12/22

Observations/ S g g A J Dyer opinion is fungal rot. Valuation

Other Comments survey carried out by J Dyer 3/11/21.
Exhibition items delivered to Westgate
Hotel, Newport & Blaen y Cwm Primary.

ANNEX BUILDING

Ground Floor J J J A Mould/rot on fioor, appears very unsafe

Kitchen J N} g A Mould/rot on floor. Floor rotten through
and unsafe. Kitchen units coming away
from wall due to severe damp in floor of
kitchen. R Dunham inspected.

First Aid Box J A J J

Seating Area A A A A Considerably amount of new damp on
interior walls to left side of premises
entering from the back entrance.
Extensive rotting of wooden floor.

Stairway to upper room | ./ J A J

Upper Room S d J J

Rear Entrance A J J N Paint flaking off walis

Side Door A A J J

Observations/ General deterioration evident. Alarms

Other Comments sounded & checked 5" & 7" Feb - OK

Statutory annual Churches Fire & Security Systems (fire

Inspections: extinguishers) 06/12/2022.Churches
Fire & Security Systems (Intruder & fire
alarms) 29/04/2025.

Signed: T Hughes Town Clerk Date: 10/06/25

Chairman of Finance & General Purposes Committee




