NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU

Mrs V Williams - Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN

Tel: 01495 292817 E-mail: clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk

Dear Member,

You are summoned to attend a hybrid meeting of the Highways and Planning Committee at Town
Council Chamber, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina. to be held on Tuesday 9" June 2026 at
6:00pm.

If any Council Member or member of the public wishes to attend the meeting remotely, please
contact the Town Clerk at the above e-mail or phone by 3pm on Tuesday 9'" June 2026 for details of
how to access the meeting.

Yours sincerely

Town Clerk

AGENDA
A meeting to which members of the public are entitled to attend.

Declaration of Interest

Members are invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the
proceedings. Members are reminded that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the book
provided.

1. Apologies for absence:
Members are invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to
accept.

2. Questions from the public:
To receive any questions from the public regarding matters on the agenda. There is a
10-minute allocation time for any questions from the public.

3. Correspondence:
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Regarding BGCBC Planning Application P/2026/0068

From Amanda Lewis <amandagracelewis83@gmail.com>
Date Sat 16/05/2026 16:09
To Clerk <clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk>

You don't often get email from amandagracelewis83@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

To whom it may concemn,

Please see letter and concerns below regarding the proposed Planning Permission submitted to Blaenau Gwent County
Borough Council Planning Department- P/2026/0068.

We as a community in Oak Road and further afield have deep concerns with regards to the proposed works and the
potential consequences to our community.

We would be grateful of you could look into this matter and support us with objecting its approval.
Many thanks

Amanda Lewis

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council Planning Application

After multiple attemnpts to email (all emails returned by postmaster), you are our concerns regarding the Planning
Application P/2026/0068 Cwm Farm.
I am now sending this as a long email in the hope that this is delivered. | would appreciate a response to confirm receipt.

Letter;
Angharad Lewis & Amanda Grace Lewis
Thomas Lewis
23 & 21 Oak Road
Tanglewood
Blaina
Blaenau Gwent
NP133JX

07943 138510 & 07500 510224
07535 877477
amandagracelewis83@gmail.com

Subject: Formal Objection to Planning Application P/2026/0068
To Whom it may concern,

We are writing to formally object to the proposed Cwm Farm planning application at Oak Road, Tanglewood, Blaina,
NP133JX.

We have serious concerns about the potential impact on our property, the environment, and public safety.

Firstly, the application reports indicate coal mines are situated directly above mine and our neighbours’ properties. Given
the area's mining history and the land's shape, we are deeply concemned. The reports reveal several recorded mine
entrances (adits) on and near the site. Thera's also a high likelihood of shallow coal tunnels that haven't been mapped,
along with old mine waste tips in the area, including old land mines that we have been warned about by other farmers when
walking our dogs up the mountain. The ground itself is unstable, and the Brynmawr Fault runs through the site with a history
of ground shifting and sliding.

The fact that these coal mines are situated directly above our property and neighbours’ raises significant concemns. We all
fear that any interference could lead to potential landslides damaging our homes and those of our neighbours. This could be
life-threatening to anyone in or near the property at the time. Sadly, we only need to recall the devastating consequences of
Aberfan. Even the applicant’s own mining expert acknowledges they cannot rule out future ground shifting or collapse. Just
because a quick walk around the site didn't reveal any holes today doesn't mean it's safe. Building here poses a long-term
danger to the new structures, the local drainage, and all neighbouring properties.



* Pond Expansion and Drainage: They plan to expand one pond and build another for watershed overflow. The
paperwork completely fails to cover how this extra water retention will impact the unstable ground, drainage, and old
coal/land mines.

= Human Faeces as Fertiliser: Using human faeces as fertiliser right above a residential area is highly unsanitary and a
major public health and environmental hazard. We do not live in a widespread, isolated landscape; our houses sit
directly below this site.

e Slaughterhouse Waste & Odour; The site is clearly visible from our back gardens. We will be directly impacted by the
smell and noise of a slaughterhouse. The current details are incredibly vague—we need explicit information on their
drainage and waste management plans.

s Vermin Risk: With new food production, food storage, poultry slaughterhouse (including the animals for their own
sustainable living plan), and compost facilities heing created, what is the exact plan to handle the inevitable increase
in vermin?

¢ Water Pollution: How will they prevent human and animal manure from running off into the nearby ponds, streams,
and water sources?

o Traffic and Road Suitability: Oak Road is narrow and already struggles; delivery drivers regularly block our drives.
Farm traffic will completely obstruct our access. Where is the actual traffic evidence and data? Additionally, if they
are planning on selling produce and Christmas turkeys, how many visitors are they expecting, and where will they
park?

s Property Boundaries: The application includes 2ero information on fencing, How will they ensure livestock does not
escape, encroach on, or impact our houses? We often have the farm sheep and lambs in the road. Another concemn
is the planting of trees on the borderline, which will take natural light away from our properties. | appreciate the need
for privacy as we expect the same; howsver, whilst the trees would give everyone privacy, it will affect our properties
by abstructing natural light, that we enjoy in our back gardens.

o Wildlife Protection (Meadow Pipits) and the Barn Wildlife: Meadow Pipits are an at-risk species present on site. What
specific measures are being taken to protect them during construction? Does the current barn host bats or owls? If
they do, then what is being done to protect these species?

Detition

We have organised a petition (both paper and online), which has been distributed throughout the community of Blaina. As
S0 many people were unaware of the proposed plans, we will aliow one week for signatures and then submit the petition to
the Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council Planning Department.

We, as a community, would appreciate a response to our objections and wish to all be able to attend a meeting where we
can air our concerns in person and be able to ask important questions. Hopefully, we can then receive answers and have a
little more understanding of all plans proposed. As | mentioned, we were unable to do any of this at the previous meeting
hecause no one knew about it,

I look forward to hearing from you soon.

Kind regards,

Amanda Lewis

Sent from my iPhone
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www.creationdesign-wales.com

Room 229 - The Innovafion Centre,
Festival Drive,

Victoria Business Park,

Ebbw Vale,

NP23 8XA

Date: 6th May 2026 Project Ref: 26/057

PLANNING STATEMENT

Proposed Change of Use of Land to Residential Curtilage
and Erection of Outbvilding

16 Club Row, Blaina, NP13 3JJ

s Applicant: Samantha Pugh
s LPA: Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
« Date: May 2024

1. INTRODUCTION
¢ This Planning Statement supports a full planning application for:

1. Change of use of land to the front of the property to residential curlilage, and
2. Erection of an outbullding (approx. 7.8m x 5m) to be used in conjunction with an approved
childminding business.

* The proposal follows formal pre-application advice issued by Blaenau Gwent CBC on 01
April 2024 (Ref: PA/2026/0025).
o The advice confirms that:
o "The provision of a childminding business for up to 5 children at the property is
acceptable in principle and would not require planning permission.”
¢ and that;
o "The erection of an outbuilding to the front of the property is also acceptable in
principle, subject to it being suitably scaled."

The purpose of this statement is to demonsirate compliance with the Local Development Plan
{LDP), relevant SPGs, and national policy.
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5. PLANNING POLICY CONTEXT

» The pre-application advice identifies the relevant LDP policies:
o DM1 - New Development
o DM2 - Design and Placemaking
» Relevant SPGsinclude:
o Householder Design Guidance SPG
o Access, Car Parking and Design SPG
* National policy (Future Wales and PPW Edition 11) also supports small-scale domestic
development and home-based working where impacts are acceptable.

&. PLANNING ASSESSMENT
6.1 Principle of Development
The LPA has already confirmed that:

» The childminding use does not require planning permission, as it does not constitute a
material change of use:

“There is not considered to be a material change of use... the running of a childminding business
at the property would not require planning permission.”

» The outbuilding is acceptable in principle, subject to scale and design.
« The change of use of land is required and can be included in the same application.

Therefore, the principle of development is established and supported.
4.2 Design and Visuval Impact (DM2)
The Householder SPG states that outbuildings should be:
e Subservient
¢ Not over-dominant
« Not normally forward of the front elevation unless characteristic of the streetscape

The LPA acknowledges:

“There appears to be an existing outbuilding located in a similar location... in principle there are
no objections.”

The proposed outbuilding:

Replaces an existing structure

Remains modest in scale

Uses materials sympathetic to the dwelling
Does not disrupt the terrace rhythm

Sits within land owned by the applicant

The proposal therefore complies with DM2 and the Householder SPG.
4.3 Residential Amenity (DM1)

¢ The LPA confirms that the childminding activity:
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www.creationdesign-wales.com

Room 229 - The Innovation Centre,
Festival Drive,

Victoria Business Park,

Ebbw Vale,

NP23 8XA

Date: 6" May 2026 Project Ref: 26/057

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE STATEMENT

Proposed Change of Use of Land to Residential Curtilage & Erection of
Outbvilding

16 Club Row, Blaina, NP13 3JJ

¢ Applicant: Samantha Pugh

Photo 1 - front of property



These measures align with the principles of BS5837:2012 ~ Trees in Relation to Design, Demolition
and Construction.

4. MITIGATION FOR LOSSES
* No green infrastructure features are being removed; therefore, no direct mitigation planting
is required.
o However, the applicant is voluntarily providing biodiversity enhancements and

pollinator-friendly planting to deliver a net benefit in accordance with PPW12 and the
BGCBC GISPG.

5. LANDSCAPING TO ENHANCE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE

+ Tosupport biodiversity and improve the ecological value of the front garden, the following
enhancements will be introduced:

Front Garden Enhancements
+ Planting of pollinator-friendly species, including:
o Lavender
o Mixed wildflowers
o Other nectar-rich species suitable for small domestic gardens
» Installation of a bird box on an existing structure or fence.
« Installation of an insect box within the garden.
Boundaries
« All existing boundary planting will be retained and maintained.
Rear Garden

¢« Not affected.

These enhancements will be shown on the submitted block plan/landscaping plan.

6. MANAGEMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF NEW PLANTING
All new planting and biodiversity features will be maintained by the applicant/homeowner.

+ Plants will be watered regularly, particularly during establishment.

* Any failed plants will be replaced like-for-like.

» Bird and insect boxes will be inspected periodically to ensure they remain functional and
safe for wildlife.

» No pesticides or herbicides will be used in the vicinity of pollinator-friendly planting.

This approach ensures long-term ecological value and aligns with the principles of sustainable
garden management,
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Room 229 - The Innovation Centre,
Festival Drive,

Victoria Business Park,

Ebbw Vale,

NP23 8XA

Date: 12" May 2026 Project Ref: 26/057

DRAINAGE STATEMENT

Proposed Change of Use of Land to Residential Curlilage
and Erection of Outbuilding

16 Club Row, Blaina, NP13 3JJ

Applicant: Samantha Pugh

LPA: Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
Planning Application No: P/2026/0098

Date: May 2026

Photo t — Area where outbuilding is to be located



» Any future connection (e.g.. wash basin) would link to the existing foul system in
accordance with Bullding Regulations Part H.

5. FLOOD RISK AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONSIDERATIONS

The site is outside any Flood Zone 2 or 3.

The proposal does not alter ground levels or introduce new impermeable surfacing.
The development will not increase flood risk on-site or elsewhere.

The use of timber construction and permeable gravel supports low-impact, sustainable
design consistent with PPW 11 and Future Wales Policy 9.

6. MAINTENANCE AND MANAGEMENT

Gutters and downpipes will be inspected annually and cleared as required.
Water-butt overflow will be directed to the gravel infiltiration zone.

Gravel areas will be maintained to prevent compaction and preserve permeability.
Timber surfaces will be re-treated every 3-5 years to maintain durability.

7. CONCLUSION
» The proposed development at 16 Club Row, Blaina:
o Introduces no additional hard paving

Creates only 29 sq.m of impermeable roof area, below SAB thresholds

o

o Utilises permeable gravel and altenuated roof discharge

o Does not increase surface-water runoft or flood risk

o Complies with Welsh drainage policy and Blaenau Gwent LDP Policy DM1
» Accordingly, the drainage arangements are considered acceptable and

policy-compliant for this small-scale domestic development.
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Llywoedraeth Cymru
Welsh Government

Householder Application for Planning Permission
for works or extension to a dwelling

Town and Country Planning Act 1990

If printed, please complete using BLOCK CAPITALS and BLACK ink.

1. Applicant Name and Address

Title: les First name: |Samantha

Last name: IPugh

Company
(optional):

Unit; House number: |16 House suffix;

House name;

Address 1: |Club Row

Address 2:

Address 3: Flaina

Town: Abertillery

County:

Country:

Postcode: NP13 3JJ




3. Description of Proposed Works

Please describe the proposed works:

Proposed Change of use of land to the front of the property to residential curtilage, and Erection of
an outbuilding to be used in conjunction with an approved child-minding business.

Has the work already started? Yes No IZ

If Yes, please state when the work was started (DD/MM/YYYY):
(Date must be pre-application submission)

Has the work already been completed? Yes No IZ

If Yes, please state when the work was completed (DD/MM/YYYY):
(Date must be pre-application submission)




5. Pedestrian and Vehicle Access, Roads and Rights of Way

Is a new or altered vehicle or pedestrian access proposed
to or from the public highway?

Do the proposals require any diversions, extinguishments
and/or creation of public rights of way?

Yes

Yes

No

No

4

v

Please show details of any existing or proposed rights of way on or adjacent to the site, as well as any

alterations to pedestrian and vehicle access, on your plans or drawings.

Description:




8. Parking
Will the proposed works affect existing car parking arrangements?

If Yes, ptease describe:

Yes

No

9. Authority Employee/Member

With respect to the Authority, ! am:
a) a member of staff; b) an elected member;

c) related to a member of staff;

d) related to an elected member.

Do any of these statements apply to you? Yes No l

If Yes, please provide details of the name, relationship and role:

10. Trees and Hedges

Are there any trees or hedges on the site or adjoining the proposed v N E
es o]

site that would be affected by the development proposal?

If you have answered YES, you may need to provide a survey before your application can be
vatidated. Your local planning authority can advise on whether a survey is required. All tree surveys

should accord with BS5837.




Certificate of Ownership — Certificate C
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012

| certify/The applicant certifies that:
« Neither Certificate A or B can be issued for this application.

- All reasonable steps have been taken to find out the names and addresses of the other owners
(owner is a person with a freehold interest or leasehold interest with at least 7 years left to run)
of the land or building, or of a part of it, but | have/the applicant has been unable to do so.

The steps taken were:

Name of Owner Address Date Notice Served

Notice of the application has been published inthe  On the following date {which must not be earlier
following newspaper {circulating in the area where than 21 days before the date of the application):
the land is situated):

Signed — Applicant:

Or signed — Agent:

Date (DD/MM/YYYYY):




12. Agricultural Holdings

Agricultural Holding Certificate
Town and Country Planning {Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012

Agricultural Land Declaration — You Must Complete Either A or B.

(A) None of the land to which the application relates is, or is part of, an agricultural holding.

Signed - Applicant:

Or signed - Agent: _

Date (DD/MM/YYYY): |0710512026

(B) | have/The applicant has given the requisite notice to every person other than mysetf/the applicant
who, on the day 21 days before the date of this application, was a tenant of an agricultural holding
on all or part of the land to which this application relates, as listed below:

Name of Tenant Address Date Notice Served

Signed — Applicant:

Or signed — Agent:

Date (DD/MM/YYYY):

1"



15. Applicant Contact Details
Telephone numbers:

Country code: National number:

Extension number:

Country code: Mobile number (optional):

——

Email address (optional):

)

16. Agent Contact Details
Telephone numbers:

Country code: National number:

Extension number:

—

Country code: Mobile number (optionat):

—

Email address {optional):

[ ———

17. Site Visit

Can the site be seen from a public road, public footpath,

bridleway or other public land?

Yes No

If the planning authority needs to make an appointment to carry out a site visit, whom should they

contact? (Please select only one)

Agent Applicant

if Other has been selected, please provide:;
Contact name:

v

Other (if different from the
agent/applicant’s detqils)

Telephone number:

Email address:

13
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DESIGN AND ACCESS
STATEMENT

North East Elevation - to road
1:100 scale

PROPOSED NEW INFILL DEVELOPMENT FOR TWO
SEMI-DETACHED TWO BEDROOM HOUSES

29, Surgery Road, Cwmcelyn, Blaina
for Mr. and Mrs. Lane

November 2025

Griffiths Design Limited

Architectural Technologists

Page 1 of 10



1.0

1.1

1.2

13

1.4

The site and location

The site is located opposite no.29 Surgery Road in the Cwmcelyn area of Blaina and at the
south eastern end of Surgery Road. The site sits at the end of a row of terraced houses on
the south side of the road. The wider area is characterized by residential properties to the
north and east and a park and wooded area to the south and west.

The site is accessed directly off of Surgery Road and provides a number of off-street parking
spaces raised on hardstanding at pavement level, for no. 29 opposite the site, with vacant land
to the remainder of the site.

The site contains two existing sheds used for storage. There are a number of trees together
with shrub planting to the remainder of the site.

The location of the site is identified on the satellite image below.

e FHNED
CAIrSury:Building
.and Drorie‘suiveys.

Y

R

The site (in centre)

Page 30f 10



3.0

31

3.2

3.3

3.4

3.5

3.6

”

3.7

Planning Policy — The Principle

The Blaenau Gwent Local Development Plan (LDP); November 2012 was adopted on 22"
November 2012. A recent announcement of a full review of the plan stated that this has been
delayed until the autumn of 2026.

Blaenau Gwent Local Development Plan
The key LDP polices concerning the principle of the development are as follows:

* DM1 New Development

* DM2 Design and Placemaking

* DM14 Biodiversity Protection and Enhancement

e DM15 Protection and Enhancement of the Green Infrastructure
* DM16 Trees, Woodlands and Hedgerow Protection

» 5B1 Settlement Boundaries

¢ SP10 Protection and Enhancement of the Natural Environment

The above policies are discussed in more detail, to show how they relate to the proposal, in
section 4.0 below.

National Planning Policy and Guidance

The adopted development plan policies are also supported by national planning policy, in
particular, Planning Policy Wales and Technical Advice Notes (TAN). TAN 12 titled ‘Design’
{20186) is of particular relevance.

Design in Planning Policy Wales (PPW) is defined as:

“the relationship between all elements of the natural and built environment. To create
sustainable development, design must go beyond aesthetics and include the social,
environmental and economic aspects of the development, including its construction,
operation and management, and its relationship to its surroundings.”

PPW emphasises that:
“Good design is also inclusive design. The principles of inclusive design are that it places
people at the heart of the design process, acknowledges diversity and difference,
offers choice where a single design solution cannot accommodate all users, provides for
flexibility in use, and, provides buildings and environments that are convenient and enjoyable
to use for everyone.”

Paragraph 5.11.1 of TAN 12 ‘Housing design and layout’ states that:

‘Achieving more sustainable residential environments is dependent on linking development to
public transport and other uses and services (e.g. district heating), providing access to local
services, and securing the most efficient use of land. For a successful residential area, the design
of housing should be to establish a sense of place and community, with the movement network
used to enhance these qualities, and to incorporate features of environmental sustainability’.

Page 5 of 10



4.0 Design and Planning Policy Assessment

Policy SB1 - Settlement Boundaries

4.1 Study of the Blaenau Gwent LDP shows that the application site lies within the settlement
boundary, referred to in policy SB1, and sits to the south west edge of the Cwmcellyn residential
area of Blaina (see map below).

FTTTTTTT
RSP
Shith

M

Policy DM1 - New Developments

4.2 New developments will be permitted providing proposals are of a sustainable design that
makes efficient and effective use of resources including energy and materials. It should also
incorporate sustainable drainage systems (SuDS} and does not result in a net loss of
biodiversity. Foul drainage will be connected to the main sewer in Surgery Road.

4.3 The new development will be compatible with other uses in the locality and will not impact
the amenity of neighbouring properties.

4.4 Regarding accessibility the proposal has regard to safe, effective and efficient use of the
transportation system and prioritises the interests of pedestrians, cyclist and public transport
before the use of the car. The site is located on the route of the Brynmawr to Newport Bus
Corridor that has the key objective of increasing sustainable modes of transport and
improving connectivity across the locality.

Page 7 of 10



5.0

5.1

5.2

53

5.4

5.5

Access

The site currently has a single vehicular access directly off of the adjacent Surgery Road. The
access gives clear visibility in both directions when leaving the site. The proposal will enable
vehicles to leave in a forward gear.

Pedestrian access is possible next to the road and there is a footpath on the same side, as well
as the opposite side, of the road as the site. There are also footpaths nearby giving access to
the amenity area behind the site.

The site location on Surgery Road is part of the strategic road network of the residential road
network and is of a standard that can accommodate the minor traffic increase associated with
this proposal. The proposal has regard for the safe, effective and efficient use of the
transportation network.

New dedicated parking areas are allocated on the proposal next to the road entrance and on
the east side of the building adjacent to the road access/exit.

Regarding access to public transport we would reiterate that the proposal is located on the
route of the Brynmawr to Newport Bus Corridor that has the key objective of increasing
sustainable modes of transport and improving connectivity across the locality.

The site will be served by safe access with appropriate parking and manoeuvring space within
the site whilst the local highway network has capacity to accommodate the modest traffic to
be generated by the development.

Page 9 of 10
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GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE STATEMENT

29 Surgery Road, Blaina

Prepared By: Steele Landscape Design
10 Dunstan Road, Burnham on Sea, TAS 1ER

coms ]

Date of Report: 09 December 2025
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Green Infrastructure Statement
2. On-Site Green Infrastructure Assets

The existing site is currently part of the wider landscape but also associated with the adjacent housing

along Surgery Road.

The development site is set within an area of mature trees and an area of grass land. The northern
boundary faces onto Surgery Road and the southern/western section backing onto Cwm-Celyn

woodland.

Figure 1: Existing Block Pion PPO2
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Green Infrastructure Statement
Gl functions are the roles that assets can play if planned, designed and managed in a way that is

sensitive to, and includes provision for, natural features and systems. Each asset can perform different
functions, a concept known as multifunctionality. Multifunctionality Understanding multifunctionality
is central to the G! approach to land use planning. Where land performs a range of functions it affords

a far greater range of social, environmental and economic benefits than might otherwise be delivered.

Underpinning the multiple functions that G| assets perform is the concept of ecosystem services.
Heaith and wellbeing depends on the range of services provided by ecosystems and their constituent
parts: water, soils, nutrients and organisms. These services include: support: necessary for all other
ecosystem services, e_g. soil formation and photosynthesis; — provision: food, fibre, fuel; regulation:
2ir quality, climate control, erosion control; and culture: non-material beneafits for people, including

aesthetic qualities and recreational experiences.

A G} Statement has been prepared to consider the effect of menage development within a study area
which is agricultural in character but already containing many man-made structures, large agricultural

barns and residential areas of Penyrheol and Caerffili/Caerphilly.

The majority of the local area is made up of agricultural fields mainly used for sheep grazing. Field
boundaries of native species tree and hedge are found throughout the area and are either maaged to
a good order to ensure stock proofing with other bboundariers found to be degraded and fragmented
with the field secured with post and wire fencing. The onsite field boundaries do not at present

connect to any woodland or more diverse habitats.

This Green Infrastructure Statement will show how the existing green infrastructure and biodiversity

will be protected and enhanced by following the following steps.

Step 1: Avoidance — The house has been located close to Surgery Road, and away from the main
woodland block and would retain, protect and maintain the vast majority of on-

site trees.

Step 2: Minimise - The construction of the houses, has where appropriate, only removed a small of

trees.

Step 3: Mitigation measures — There would be a variety of planting areas including tree planting,

hedgerow, amenity shrub and perennial planting as well as amenity grass lawns.

Step 4: Compensation on Site/ off Site — The loss of trees to development would be compensated
with an area of mixed native species trees in the southern section of the

development site that would increase biodiversity on site.

220 120 29 Surgery Road, Blaina GI Statement.docx Page 5 of 9



Green Infrastructure Statement
S. Opportunities for Enhancement of Green Infrastructure

The step wise approach to providing opportunities for infrastructure enhancements can be provided

in the following measures.

» Diversity: maintaining and enhancing diversity at every scale, including genetic, structural, habitat
and between-habitat levels. This supports the complexity of ecosystem functions and interactions that
deliver services and benefits. The proposed enhancements include the provision of new wild flower
grassland and additional ‘infill’ hedgerow planting using locally sourced native species which would

improve the species diversity of the hedgerow.

¢ Extent: incorporating measures which maintain and increase the area of semi-natural
habitat/features and linkages between habitats. In general, smaller ecosystems have reduced capacity
to adapt, recover or resist disturbance. The proposed hedgerow ‘infill’ planting would provide linkage

between on site woodland Gl assets.

* Condition: The condition of an ecosystem is affected by multiple and complex pressures acting both
as short term and longer-term types of disturbance. Both direct and wider impacts should be
considered, for example avoiding or mitigating pressures such as climate change, pollution, invasive
species, land management neglect etc. The on going / future management of the grassland and
hedgerow and woodland areas would enhance the development site for local fauna using these Gi

assets for foraging, nesting, and roosting, including the provision of bat and bird boxes.

* Connectivity: This refers to the links between and within habitats, which may take the form of
physical corridors, stepping stones in the landscape, or patches of the same or related vegetation types
that together create a network that enables the flow or movement of genes, species and natural
resources. The development site would provide mitigation measure opportunities to develop
functional habitat and ecological networks within and between ecosystems, building on existing

connectivity.

* Aspects of ecosystem resilience {adaptability, recovery and resistance): ecosystem resilience is a
product of the above four attributes. Adaptability, recovery and resistance to/from a disturbance are
defining features of ecosystem resilience. The provision of a variety of landscape habitats would
increase adaptability and resilience for local ecosystems. the newly planted hedgerow would provide

a feeding resource and connectivity corridor between on-site boundaries and the wider countryside.

The existing woodland to the south of the development site requires continued management as part
of the development activities. There may be an opportunity to enhance the Gl with ‘infill’ tree planting

with the following tree species;

Hazel (Corylus aveliana) Fagus sylvatica {Beech)
Holly {llex aquifoliumn) Quercus robur (Oak)
Field Maple (Acer campestre) Hornbeam (Carpinus betulus)

220 120 29 Surgery Road, Blaina G Statement.doox Page 7 of 9



Green Infrastructure Statement

6. Green Infrastructure Trends and Constraints.
As the boundary tree and hedgerows continue to mature there will be occasion to carry out work to
the hedge and it may require formal ‘layering’ to ensure that the field continues to match the local

hedge character of the local area.

Similarly, the trees may suffer complications of old age or storm damage and may require removal. if
this is necessary then a similar species tree (preferably ‘standard’ size) should be planted in its place

and protected with tree guard and staking etc.

NOTE: All birds are protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 and the protection also covers
their nests and eggs. To avoid breaking the law, do not carry out work on trees, hedgerows or buildings

where birds are nesting. The nesting season for most bird species is between March and September.

The management of the Green Infrastructure Assets should be carried out on a yearly bases with a
least two cuts of the hedge per year and regular yearly inspection of the existing hedgerow 2nd trees,

or after a storm event etc. with any remedial works to be carried out after the bird nesting season.

Every ten years, the management prescriptions should be re-assessed in order to identify significant
changes that would affect the field boundaries to continue as a local Green Infrastructure Asset. Any

identified changes should be implemented in the following appropriate season.

It is anticipated that the implementation of the GI management tasks would be carried out by the

client or landscape contractors working on their behalf

REPORT END

220 120 29 Surgery Road, Blaina Gl Statement.doox Page90of9
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PP-14547972
Blaenau Gwent CBC Planning Control / Rhoeli Cynllunio CBS Blaenau Gwent

General Offices Swyddfeydd Cyfredinol *

Steelworks Road Heol Gwaith Dur :

Tyltwyn, Ebbw Vale, NP23 6AA. T§ Liwyn, Glyn Ebwy, NP23 6AA, Cregor Burdracrst G

Tel: 01495 355555 Fax; 01495 355598 Ffon: 01495 355555 Ffacs: 01495 355598 Blaenau Gwent:

Emall: planning@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk E-bost: planning@blaenau-gwent.gov.uk Cownty Birmgh Conprsd
www.blaenau-gwent.gov.uk

Application for Planning Permission

Town and Country Planning Act 1990
Publication of applications on planning autherity websites

Please note that the information provided on this application form and in supporting documents may be published on the Authority's website. If you
require any further clarification, please contact the Authority’s planning department.

Site Details

If you cannot provide a posicode, the description of site location must be completed. Please provide the most accurale site descriplion you can, to
help locate the site - for example “field to the North of the Post Office".

Number Suffix

Property Name

Land opposite No 29

Address Line 1

Surgery Rd

Address Line 2

Town/city

Blania

Postcode

NP13 3AZ

Description of site location (must be completed if postcode is not known)

Easting (x) Northing (y)
320175 208661

Description

Applicant Details

Name/Company

Reference: PP-14547972




Title

Mr

First name

James

Surname

Griffiths

Company Name

Griffiths Design Limited

Address

Address line 1

3

Address line 2

3

Address line 3

Castle Oak

Town/City

Usk

Country

United Kingdom

Postcode

NP15 185G

Contact Details

Primary number

Shddd REDACTED Ll 1l

Secondary number

Email address

Ll i REDACTED ARERAN

Site Area

What is the site area?

740.00

Reference: PP-14547972




Materials

Does the proposed development require any materials to be used in the build?

® Yes
ONo

Please provide a description of existing and proposed materials and finishes to be used in the build (including type, colour and name for each
matenial)

Type:
Walls

Existing materiais and finishes:

Proposed materials and finishes:
Smooth sand cement render with paint finish

Type:
Roof

Existing materials and finishes:

Proposed materials and finishes:
Blue/black cement fiber slates

Type:
Windows

Existing materials and finishes:

Proposed materials and finishes:
Double glazed units - colour to be agreed

Type:
Doors

Existing materials and finishes:

Proposed materials and finishes:
Double glazed units - colour to be agreed

Type:

Boundary treatments (e.g. fences, walls)
Existing materlals and finlshes:

Proposed materials and finishes:
Stone dwarf wall to roadside.

Type:
Vehicle access and hard standing

Existing materials and finishes:

Proposed materials and finishes:
Permmeable hardstanding

Are you supplying additional information on submitted plans, drawings or a design and access statement?

@ Yes
O No

If Yes, please state references for the plans, drawings and/or design and access statement

Reference: PP-14547972




Assessment of Flood Risk

Is the site within an area at risk of floading?

O Yes
@ No

Refer to the Welsh Government's Development Advice Maps website.
Is your proposal within 20 metres of a watercourse (e.g. river, stream or beck)?

QO Yes
@ No

Will the proposal increase the flood risk elsewhere?

O Yes
@ No

From 7 January 2019, all new developments of more than 1 dwelling house or where the construction area is 100 square metres or more,
regquire Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) for surface water designed and built in accordance with the Welsh Ministers' Stafutory
SuDS Standards. SuDS Schemes must be approved by your local authorlty acting in Its SuDS Approving Body (SAB) role. Please contact
your locat authority for details of how to apply.

How will surface water be disposed of?
Sustainable drainage system

[C Existing water course

(O Soakaway

(J Main sewer

[ Pond/lake

Biodiversity and Geological Conservation

To assist In answering the following questions refer to the help text. The help text provides further information on when there Is a
reasonable likelihood that any important blodiversity or geotogical conservation features may be present or nearby and whether they are
likely to be affected by your proposals.

Having referred to the help text, is there a reasconable likelihood of the following being affected adversely or conserved and enhanced
within the application site, or on land adjacent to or near the application site?

a) Protected and priority species

O Yes, on the development site
O Yes, on land adjacent to or near the proposed development

®No

b} Designated sites, important habitats or other biodiversity features

O Yes, on the development site
O Yes, on land adjacent to or near the proposed development

@ No

¢) Features of geological conservation importance

O Yes, on the development site
QO Yes, on land adjacent o or near the proposed devalopment

® No

Reference: PP-14547972




All Types of Development: Non-Residential Floorspace

Does your proposal involve the loss, gain or change of use of non-residential floorspace?

O Yes
{9 No

Employment
Will the proposed development require the employment of any staff?

O Yes
& No

Hours of Opening

Are Hours of Opening relevant to this proposal?

O Yes
& No

Industrial or Commercial Processes and Machinery

Does this proposal involve the carrying out of industrial or commercial activities and processes?

O Yes
@& No

Is the proposal for a wasle management development?

QO Yes
® No

Renewable and Low Carbon Energy
Does your proposal involve the inslaltation of a standalone renewable or low-carbon energy development?

@ Yes
ONo

If you have answered ‘Yes' to the question above please state the proposed energy oulput capacity in Megawatts {MW)

Renewable energy type:
Solar

Energy capacity:

0 Megawalts

Renewable energy type:
Ground/water/air heat pumps

Energy capacity:
0 Megawatts

Reference: PP-14547972




In the broadest terms, because of its location, the development of the site to provide residential dwellings
may be acceptable.

Authority Employee/Member

With respect to the Authorlty, is the applicant or agent one of the following:
{a) a member of staff

{b) an elected member

(c) related to a membar of staff

(d) related to an elected memher

Do any of these statements apply to you?

O Yes
®No

Ownership Certificates
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Wales) Order 2012

Please answer the following questions to determine which Certificate of Ownership you need to complete: A,B,C or D.

Avre you the sole owner of ALL the land?

) Yes
O No

Certificate of Ownership - Certificate A

| certify/the applicant certifies that on the day 21 days before the date of this application nobody excapt myselfithe appiicant was the
owner (owner is a person with a freehold interest or leasehold interest with at least seven years left to run) of any part of the land or
bullding to which the application relates.

Person Role

(O The Applicant
(® The Agent

Title

Mr

First Name

James

Surname

Griffiths

Declaration Date

08/12/2025

Declaration made

Reference: PP-14547972
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TREE AND PLANTING SCHEDULES

PROJECT NAME: 29 Surgery Road, Cymcelyn, Blaina .l .
PROJECT DOCUMENT NO.: 220 270 Plant Schedule

STEELE LANTSCAPE DESIGH

DATE: 09 December 2025

220 270 29 Surgery Road Plant Schedule.docx Page lof4



TREE AND PLANTING SCHEDULES

PROJECT NAME:
PROJECT DOCUMENT NO.:

Trees

29 Surgery Road, Cymcelyn, Blaina
220 270 Plant Schedule

Refer to Planting Plan — S5LD 095 210 rev C PROPOSED LANDSCAPE PLAN

SLD

S|ZE
3 SPECIES ;l:l\h::ﬂON Height No. | RATE TOTAL
g Girth Breaks/hranch
BP Acer campestre F.Maple 10-12 cm Clear stem 2m H=-2.4-3.5m 3
Corylus avellana Hazel NA Multistem H-1.4-2m 3
llex aquifolium Holly 6-8cm Clear stem 2m H-1.4-2m 2
Fagus sylvatica Beech 8-10cm Clear stem 2m H-2.0-2.5m 1
Quercus robbur Dak 8-10cm Clear stem 2m H-2.0-2.5m 2
Carpinus betulus Hornbeam 8-10cm Clear stem 2m H-2.0-2.5m 1
Shrub Area 1 (7 plants per m?) - 02 m?
SIZE
COMMON
< SPECIES NAME Pot NOTES | No. | RATE TOTAL
E o sizefcms | Height
| 2 size/litres
CaP Choysia ‘Aztec Pearl’ Choysia 51t 40-50 L{1.5-2.5) 2
FD Fuchsia "'Doctor Foster’ Fuchsia p1K3 20-30 5{0.1-0.5) 1
HH Hedra helix vy 2Lt Groundcover 5
HM Hebe majorie Hebe 5Lt 30-40 L (1.5~2.5) 2
Hide | Hypericum ‘Hidcote’ 21t 30-40 Groundcover 3
VD Viburnum davidii Viburnum 5Lt 30-40 M (1-1.5) 2
VM Vinca major Periwinkle | 9cm pots 10 Groundcover 4
Amenity planting to be planted in single species groups of 3 and at 5 plants per metre2.
Shrub Area 2 (7 plants per m?) ~ 01 m?
SIZE
COMMON
?: SPECIES NAME Pot NOTES | No. | RATE TOTAL
E . sizefcms | Height
| = size/litres
GL Genista lydia Broom 3Lt 30-40 ${0.1-0.5) 3
GM Geranium macrorrhizum | Geranium | 2Lt 10-20 S {0.5m) 3
Hide | Hypericum ‘Hidcote’ 2Lt 30-40 Groundcover 1
LM Lavandula ‘Munstead’ Lavender 2Lt 20-30 5{0.1-0.5) 4
S Santali Santoli -
C antolina . ' ’ antolina 2Lt 20-30 $(0.1-0.5) 3
chamaecyparissus ‘Nana
SIG Spirea jap. ‘Goldflame’ Spirea 2Lt 10-20 ${0.5m}) 1
vD Viburnum davidii Viburnum | 5Lt 30-40 M (1-1.5) 1

Amenity planting to be planted in single species groups of 3 and at 5 plants per metre2.

220 270 29 Surgery Road Plant Schedule.docx
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Tree Survey, Categorisation and Constraints Report

In accordance with BS5837:2012 and current LPA requirements
(Sections 4.4-4.6 — Feasibility and Planning phases).

Site: Opposite 29 Surgery Road

On the instruction of: —

Date Submitted: 08/12/2025

Survey and Report undertaken by: Richard Baron BSc Hons, MArborA
Principal Consuttant and Director of

Larboratree Ltd. Company Number: 16057719
oot S

oned Rictara Baron el v 5,

Date 08/12/2025

Version 2 (October 2025) 0



Trea Survey, Categorisation and Constraints report at opposite 29 Surgery Road

Introduction

Larboratree Ltd is instructed byMo previde a tree-focused planning report to the BS5837:
2012 (pg2. Phases 4.4 - 4.6) siandard to present tree survey data and outline tree protection
measures for trees within the boundary and immediately abutting opposite 29 Surgery Road,
Cwmcelyn, Blaina, NP13 3AZ. This information wili be used by the Local Planning Authority (LPA) in
their decision-making process in the context of design and Construction / Demolition. [t should be
used to inform the design of any development prior to any such submission.

The information provided in this report is as factual and objective as reasonably possible without
reference to any site layout proposals.

The Weather conditions were overcast with rain when the survey was underiaken on 7/12/2025.

This survey and report was undertaken and created by Richard Baron, who holds the following
relevant qualifications:

A BSc Hons degree in Arboriculture and Tree Management from the University of Worcester
LANTRA Professional Tree Inspector Cerlificate

BS5837 - Tree Surveying and Categorisation Certificate from the Arboricuttural Association
Professional Membership with the Arboricultural Association (PR10328)

Richard is famibar with and experienced with the British Standard 5837:2012 and applies it routinely
on development and planning sites. Cver 10 years of experience in the arboricultural industry and
practical experience surrounding the planning process with trees, during his work as an Arboriculiural
Consuliant and for over half a decade as a Local Authority Tree Officer. Our aim is to bring his
knowledge and expeniences into the report, which then aims to help the planning process for
successful development.

responsibility remains with the client to instruct such works.

' Brtish Standard Institute Publication “Trees in Re!ation to Design. Demolition and Construction Recommendstions™ 2012

Larboratres Ltd. CN: 16057710, Email: Richard@lerboratres. oo.uk, Phona: B7503 478550, Website: hitps (ladaoratres oo wi
8 Twyn Place, Abercam, Newport, NP11 SUX, Copyright Richard Baron Larboratree Ltd 2025
2



Trea Survey, Categorisation and Constraints report st opposite 20 Surgery Road

Soil Map :

Larboretree Ltd. CN: 16057718, Email: Richard@larboratree. co.uk, Phone: 07503 476550, Wabsite: hifps ilarhoratres oo ukl
8 Twyn Place, Abercamn, Newport, NP11 51X, Copynght Richard Baron Larboratree Ltd 2025
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Tree Survey, Categorisation and Constraints report st opposite 20 Surgery Road

Map Key
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Due to the Soil Type® of the site, it is unlikely to require guidance from a structural engineer
regarding foundation depths due to a lack of potentially shrinkable clay as per the UK Soil

Observatory - My soil map.

? UK Soil Observatory: hilps. [y ukso. org/

Larboratree Lid. CN: 1B057710. Emasil: Richard@isrboratrea co.uk, Phone: 07503 476550, Website: bitps Marhoratnes oo il
8 Twyn Place, Abercam, Newport, NP 11 5JX, Copynght Richard Baron Larboratree Lid 2025
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Tree Survey, Categorisation and Consiraints report at opposite 20 Surgery Road

Care is required when considering the quality and value of young and category C grade
trees, particularly individual specimens, as they should not dictate site layout considerations.

Stem Diameter measured at 1.5 m is rounded to the nearest 10 mm as per BS 5837: 2012
44268B.

Stem Diameters, accessible Crown Spreads (North, East, South, West), and Tree Height are
measured. First Significant Branch and Average Canopy Height are estimated unless stated
otherwise.

N.B. - In situations where a tree's exact position is critical (regarding clearances), all dimensions
should be checked on the site, not off the provided plan.

Please see Appendix 5 for further information.
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Tree Survey, Categorisation and Constramnts report at opposite 20 Surgery Road

Trees will be coloured according to their assigned category and will be in line with BS
5837:2012 Table 2 identification of the Tree Categories.

Category (From Table 1) Colour Example RGB Code
U 127-000-000
A 000-255-000
B 000-000-255
Cc 091-091-091

N.b. All RPAs and category colours correspond to those used in the Tree Constraints Plan
{Appendix 1).
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Trea Survey, Categorisation and Consiraints report at opposite 20 Surgery Road

Definitions

Access facilitation pruning

one-off tree pruning operation, the nature and effects of which are without
significant adverse impact on tree physiology or amenity valtue, which is directly
necessary to provide access for operations on site.

Arboricultural Implications Assessmant (AIA)
An assessment made by the arborist to identify, evaluate, and possibly mitigate the effects of the
construction process on trees.

Arboricuitural Method Statement (AMS)
A written or toolbox talk applied method of ensuring the contractor (construction) can
mplement design safely adjacent to existing trees.

Arboricuiturist

A person who, through relevant training, qualifications, and experience in the arboricultural werld, is
able to form an opinion on how trees may be affected through development and construction
processes.

BS 3998: 2010 (Tree Work - Recommendations}
Revised in 2010 and now supersedes the 1966 & 1989 editions. This document covers good praclice
and guidance for underiaking tree works to ensure their long-term health and retention.

BS 5837 2012 (Trees in relation to Design, Demolition and Construction - Recommendations)
Revised in 2012 and now supersedes the previous 1991 & 2005 editions. Within the newer BS, many
definttions are given so that professional arboriculturists ase able to give an indication to planners and
architects, so that a common understanding of trees and how building new structures may affect the
health and support of {rees can be given.

Competent person
A person who has had training and experience relevant to the matter in hand and is able to recognise
whether it is safe to proceed with a specific site process.

Construction
site-based operations with the potential to affect existing trees.

Construction exciusion zone {CEZ)
An area clearly marked both on site and on a site plan. This area must have no construction
operations camed out within it.

Root protection area {RPA)

A site layout design teol that enables a pictorial representation of a tree’s required rooting area. itis
deemed to contain sufficient roots and rooting volume to maintain the tree's viability at its present
size, and where the protection of the roots and soil structure is treated as a priority.

Service

any above- or below-ground structure or apparatus required for utility provision
(NOTE: Examples include drainage, gas supplies, ground source heat pumps, CCTV
and sateliite communications.)

Larboratree Ltd. CN: 16057710, Email: Richard@larborsiree co.uk, Phone: 07503 476550, Website: hiins.llachoratnes oo bl
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Tree Survey, Categorisation and Constraints report st opposite 20 Surgery Road

Avoiding damage to trees during construction

The flow diagram below (Figure 1) shows the process that should be followed to help reduce the risk
of damaging trees during the design and construction process. Due consideration must be given to
retained trees and their rooting areas. Where any confusion lies or something is not understcod, the
query must be resolved before proceeding.

The arboriculturist should be consulted and, as a minimum, a verbal discussion mus! take place to
clarify any detail that is misunderstood.
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Tree Survey, Categorisabon and Constraints report at opposite 20 Surgery Road

Rooting areas and how to protect trees from
preventable damage

The BS 5837: 2012 document provides various diagrams on how to protect tree rooling
areas. The fence needs to be erected before construction traffic presence & site occupation, and often
with the arboriculturist present to ensure cofrect placement.

Hm Nl
M
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|||If (IR R
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fly i)
i hu A

Standard satfold po'es

Heavy gauge 2 m tall galvanized tube end weided mesh Infi¥ penels
Paneh sured 10 wprights end Crons-rmembers with wire ties

Gigundg level

Uprights drven nto the ground untit vecure {menimum depth 0.6 m)
Standard seaitoid clemen

37:2012 - Figure 2: Default specification f oteclive barmier

Q-U-LUN—E

The rooting area is calculated by using a8 stem measurement. For single-stem rees, the
diameter of the stem is measured at 1.5m above ground level or the point of even stem taper.
This figure in millimeters is then mutltipfied by twelve, and this will then give the radial
measurement from the stem to the edge of the rooting area. A circular area is created

around the tres at the radial measurement. This is where the fencing should be located.
Multi-stemmed trees now require average stem size calculations based on 2-5 stems or 5+
stems.

The design of RPA or CEZ fencing should be so that it cannot be moved during work_ [t
must also be robust enough to withstand minor knocks and scrapes from plant equipment
The fence must be in place before site occupation by plant equipment and should be
removed once the site has been vacated by construction traffic.

Should there be a requirement to ptace pedestrian walkways across an RPA, a suitable

method of ground protection should be used. A geotextile layer, compressible material such

as mulch, and then boards should suffice as a walkway. This specification will need to be

Agreed upon by the arboricuiturist before installation. it should also be laid in front of the direction

Larborstres Ltd. CN: 16057718, Eme#: Richard@larboratres co.uk, Phone: 07503 476550, Wabsite: hiigs (fadaratoes oo il
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Tree Survey, Categorisation and Consiraints report at opposite 20 Surgery Road

Ground Protection

All site ground protection must be instalied before construction activity, material storage, or vehicular
or pedestrian access is required within or immediately adjacent {o Root Protection Areas (RPAs). The
system should remain in place until all construction works have been completed. Its purpose is to
prevent soil compaction and structural damage to the soil profile, which would otherwise inhibit
gaseous exchange and water infiltration essential for healthy root function.

Any ground protection system must be capable of supporting the anticipated load without deformation
or rutting of the underlying soil. The final specification should always be agreed upon with the project
engineer and arboriculturist before installation.

Existing soil structure and texture must not be destroyed or altered m the vicinity of trees.

Future planting sites should also have their structure preserved by the use of ground

protection plates. This will allow the mechanical plant to move around the site and allow access
through areas of high root occupancy or proposed planting zones of high value.

Acceptable Ground Protection Methods

The following examples are suitable for use, depending on site conditions and loading requirements:
Pedestrian Access Only

Minimum specification: a layer of geotextile membrane laid over the ground surface, covered with
50-100 mm of woodchip or bark mulch, and finished with interlocking ground protection boards
{e.g. 18 mm plywood, TrakMats, or equivalent).

The surface must be level, and materials secured to prevent movement.
Light Vehicle and Plant Movement

install a geotextile membrane followed by 150-200 mm of compressible material (e.g. woodchip),
overaid with interlocking ground protection panels designed to spread load (e.g. aluminium or
HDPE ground protection mats rated for vehicular use).

Where a firm, level surface is required, scaffold boards can be used on top of a supporting framework
resting on ground-bearing spreaders.

Heavier Construction Traffic or Storage Areas

Use a temporary load-bearing surface designed by an engineer, such as a cellular confinement
system (e.g. Celiweb® or similar) filled with clean angular stone (no fines).

The system should sit above a geotextile layer to prevent soil displacement while allowing gas and
water movement.

Edging or kerbing should not penefrate the existing soil surface within RPAs.

Particular attention must be pai¢ when using ground protection for surface runoff.
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Appendix 1 - Tree Constraints Plan
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Tree Survey, Categorisation and Constraints report at opposite 20 Surgery Road

Appendix 3 - General Legal Constraints Regarding Trees

Tree Preservation Orders and Conservation Area Status in Wales

TPO's

In Wales, the law on Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) is set out in Sections 198 to 214 of
the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 and the Town and Country Planning {Trees)

Regulations 1333, as amended by the JTown and Country Planning (Trees) (Amendment)
{Wales) Regulations 2017.

In England the equlvalent prowsmns are set out in Sections 197—214 of the same Act and

consolidate and replace earlier Ieglslatlon.

These provisions empower Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) to make TPOs where it is
expedient in the interests of amenity to preserve trees or woodlands.

A TPO makes it an offence to:

Cut down
Uproot

Top or lop
Wilfully damage
Wiifully destroy

any tree protected by an order without the written consent of the LPA, except in limited
circumstances provided by law (e.g., where the tree is dead, dangerous, or exempt under
the Act Section 198-6). It is essential that this can be demonstrated; an expert report is the
best defense for this. However, alerting the Local Planning Authority (LPA) as soon as
possible is highly recommended. | is for the individual or company using the exemption to
prove it applies, not the LPA to prove it did not.

Failure to comply can result in significant penalties, including unlimited fines in the Crown
Court and a duty to replace removed trees.

Conservation Areas:

Trees in Conservation Areas (with a stem diameter over 75 mm at 1.5 m height) are also
protected. At least 6 weeks’ written notice must be given to the LPA before carrying out
works, unless exempt. The LPA has until the end of the notice period to TPO the tree or
allow the works to be undertaken.
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The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981

Nesting Birds

Tree work operations may impact protected species, particularly birds. Under the Wildlife
and Countryside Act 1981, it is an offence to:

= [ntentionally kill, injure, or take any wild bird.
= Intentionally take, damage, or destroy a nest while it is in use or being built.
e Take or destroy eggs of any wild bird.

Cenrtain species listed on Schedule 1 of the Act receive additional protection, making it an
offense to intentionally or recklessly disturb them while nesting or caring for dependent
young.

The bird nesting period is generally considered from mid-February to September; however, it
may start before this and end after. Tree felling or pruning can occur during this period,
provided the legislation above is not breached.

Caution is required when scheduling work during the nesting season. If nesting birds are
found:

e Non-essential work must be postponed
e For essential work, if a nest is present, guidance must be sought from Natural
Resources Wales (Wales), Natural England (England), or a qualified ecologist.

Penalties for disturbing or destroying a bird or nest include an unlimited fine and/or up to six
months imprisonment.

Bats

Bats are closely associated with trees, particularly mature trees and those with veteran
features, and can be impacted by tree work operations. In the UK, all bat species are
protected and are in decline both nationally and globally.

Legislation:

o Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended): Full
protection for all bat species.
e Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 {(as amended): Partial protection for bats.

Offences include {with limited exceptions):

Deliberately taking, injuring, or killing a bat.

Intentionally or recklessly disturbing a bat in its roost.

Deliberately disturbing a group of bats.

Damaging or destroying a place used by bats for breeding or resting (roosts), even if
unoccupied.
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Appendix 4. Planning Policy

National

| i ' 4121 iti

Planning Policy Wales (PPW) sets out the land use planning policy of the Weish
Government. It is the principal guiding document for development sessions in Wales for
Local and National Planning authorities across Wales. It integrates economic, environmental,
and social objectives.

The Current edition of National Planning Policy Wales refers to trees in planning in the
following relevant sections:

Green Infrastructure

4.1.21 - “Well integrated green infrastructure, such as SUDS, street trees and verges, not
only create a pleasant environment buf can also achieve a range of other benefits, including
poliutant fhitering, urban cooling, water management and heabitat creation. Such features
should be included as part of a well-designed street layout.”

6.2.1 - "Green infrastructure is the network of natural and semi-natural features, green
spaces, nvers and lakes that intersperse and connect places. Component elements of green
infrastructure can function at different scales and some components, such as trees and
woodland, are often universally present and function at alf levels. At the landscape scale
green infrastruclure can compnse entire ecosystems such as wetlands, waterways,
peatfands and mountain ranges or be connected networks of mosaic habitats, inciuding
grasslands. At a local scale, it might comprise parks, fields, ponds, natural green spaces,
public nghts of way, allotments, cemetenes and gardens or may be designed or managed
features such as sustainable drainage systems. At smaller scales, individual urban
interventions such as street trees, hedgerows, roadside verges, and green roofs/walls can all
contnbute to green infrastructure networks."

Tree Protection and Retention

6.4.37 “Trees, hedgerows, groups of trees and areas of woodland are of great importance for
biodiversity. They are imporlant connecting habitats for resilient ecological networks and
make an essential wider contribution to landscape character, cufture, heritage and sense of
place, air quality, recreation and local climate moderation. They also play a vital role in
fackling the climate emergency by locking up carbon, and can provide shade, shefter and
foraging opportunities, wider landscape benefits such as air and diffuse poliution

interception, natural lood management, and building matenals. The importance of trees. in
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£.4.42 - “Ancient woodland, semi-natural woodlands, individual ancient, veteran and henitage
trees and ancient hedgerows are irreplaceable natural resources, and have significant
landscape, biodiversity and cultural value. Such trees, woodlands and hedgerows are lo be
afforded protection from development which would result in their loss or deterioration unless
very exceplionally there are significant and clearly defined public benefits; this protection
must prevent polentially damaging operations and their unnecessary loss139. In the case of
a sfte recorded on the Ancient Woodland Inventory, authorities should consider the advice of
NRW. Planning authonities should also have regard to the Ancient Tree Inventory, work to
improve its completeness and use it to ensure the protection of trees and woodland and
identrfy opportunities for more planting as part of the Green Infrastructure Assessment,
particularly in terms of canopy cover.”

6.4.44 - “The protection and pianting of trees and hedgerows should be delivered, where
appropnale, through locally-specific strategies and policies, through imposing conditions
when granting planning permission, and/or by making Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs)140.
They should also be incorporated into Green Infrastructure Assessments and plans.”

6.7.3 - "Certain sounds, such as those created by trees, birds or water fealures, can
contnibute to a sense of tranquillity whilst others can be reassuring as a consequence of their
association with the normality of everyday activities. Problematic forms of sound are
generally expenenced as noise pollution and can affect amenity and be prejudicial to health
or a nuisance. Noise action plans159 drawn up by public bodies aim to prevent and reduce
noise levels where necessary and preserve soundscape quality where it is good. Noise
levels used to identify prionity areas contained in noise action plans are usually set quite high
in order to focus resources on the most poliuted areas and noise must meet a number of
tests before it qualifies as a statutory nuisance. Lower levels of noise, however, can still be
annoying or disruplive and impact on amenty and as such should be protected through the
planning process wherever necessary. The planning sysfem must protect amenity and it 1s
not acceptable to rely on statutory nuisance under the Environmental Protection Act 1990
160 to do s0.”

The Step-Wise Biodiversity Approach

6.4.11 - “Planning authonties must follow a step-wise approach to maintain and enhance
biodiversity, build resifient ecological networks and deliver net benefits for biodiversity by
ensunng that any adverse environmental effects are firstly avoided, then minimised,
mitigated, and as a last resort compensated for. Enhancement must be secured by
delivering a biodiversity benefit primarily on site or immediately adjacent to the site, over and
above that required fo mitigate or compensate for any negative impact"

6.4 12 - “Having worked iteratively, in line with Figure 12, through the stages of the step-wise
approach below, and providing evidence in the Green Infrastructure Statement that the
step-wise approach has been followed, a scheme of enhancements must be provided to
ensure & net benefit for biodiversity. Where biodiversity enhancement proportionate to the
scale and nature of the development is not proposed as part of an application, significant
weight will be given to its absence, and unless other significant matenal considerations
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Tree Survey, Catagorisation and Constraints report at opposite 20 Surgery Road

Appendix 7. Report Limitations

D)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

Validity Period- This report is valid for 24 months from the date of the tree survey.
Trees are dynamic organisms, and biotic and abiotic factors can cause significant
changes within short periods of time.

Scope of Report - This report does not consider any proposed development layout
or design. It is intended solely to provide baseline tree data and constraints in
accordance with BS5837:2012.

Access Restrictions - Where access to trees was restricted (e.g., third-party land or
dense vegetation), measurements may be estimated. These estimates should be
verified if precise positioning or clearance is critical.

Soil Assessment - Soil descriptions are based on general mapping resources and
visual inspection only. No intrusive soil testing was undertaken. Foundation design
should be informed by a qualified geotechnical engineer

Ecological Considerations - This report does not constitute an ecological
assessment. Protected species (e.g., bats, nesting birds) may be present and require
separate surveys before any works commence.

Nature of Report - This is a pre-development report, not a risk assessment or
health and condition assessment report regarding the trees on site. Any immediately
evident issues requiring action will be noted and suitable recommendations made on
a case-by-case basis. These recommendations are not intended for short- or
long-term management of any tree, group, or woodland.

Tree Safety Disclaimer - Trees are natural, dynamic organisms affected by
environmental and biological factors that may not be visible. It is not possible to
certify that any tree is completely safe. A tree that appears healthy and structurally
sound can fail in part or whole when exposed to sufficiently powerful factors (e g.,
extreme winds). This is due to the biological trade-off of trees having lightweight
structures.

Dynamic Site Conditions - Site conditions may change due to weather,
construction activity, or natural processes. Recommendations should be reviewed if
significant changes occur before development begins.
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