NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU

Mrs T Hughes — Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN

Tel: 01495 292817  e-mail: clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk

Minutes of the Finance & General purposes Committee held on Monday 10" February 2020

at the Council Chamber, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend

Present: Councillor G Morvan, Chair

Councillors D Hillman, Carole Hillman, K Jenkins & R Abbas

in attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO

Mrs N Horner, Assistant Officer

Declaration of Interest

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book
provided. Resolved to note that that councillors D Hillman and C Hillman declared a non-
pecuniary interest in item 2b. Further Resolved that councillor’s D Hillman and C Hillman remain
in meeting for item.

1.

Apologies for absence:

Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to
accept. Resolved to note that apologies were received from councillors C Bridgeman
Coungillor, K Jones, R Paget, C Bridgeman, L Emanuel, G Watkins, K Treharne and

L Harris.

Resolved to accept the apologies received.

Correspondence:
Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s
permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.

One Voice Wales — (for information)

Minutes of the National Executive Committee Meeting held on 13" December 2019.

In response to a member’s query in respect of the cost of the Town Councils membership
of OVW, it was advised that renewal of the councils OLVW membership would be
considered at the next meeting of the Town Council.

Resolved to note the information received.
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Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council — (for information):

Blaenau Gwent Integrated Wellbeing Network — write up from network meeting held on 17"
December 2019.

Councillors R Abbas, D Hillman and C Hillman attended the meeting. Councillor D Hillman
informed that the Wellbeing Network were looking to expand to Nantyglo and Blaina, but, as
of yet it the concentration would be that of Brynmawr and Tredegar. Councillor R Abbas
informed that the projects of “Men’s Den” and “Building Musical Bridges™ for Blaina were
advertised at the meeting.

Resolved to note the information received.

Application to the Community Grant Fund:

Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s
permission any additional applications that might be received prior to the date of the
meeting. Members were also reminded of that applications will need to be considered in
conjunction with the current policy.

Choir in the Park / Family Fun Day.

Members agreed that the event would be of great benefit to the area of Nantyglo and
Blaina.

Resolved that a donation of £100.00 be made. Further Resolved to invite Mr Jeff Cutis to
a meeting of the Council to provide an update of the event.

Social Media:

Members were invited to consider the creation of a Town Council Facebook page for the
purposes of advertising and informing of all appropriate Town Council and local events.

Members were informed that this issue had been discussed and considered by the Council
previously and that the Council had not proceeded due to informal guidance received in
respect of the impact of social media upon possible Freedom of Information requests which
might be received by the Council. Increasing and effective use of social media together with
the ability of effective control by an appointed administrator meant that it was now an
opportune time to reconsider this issue. Possible advantages to the Council in using social
media would be in time, cost and efficiency. The Assistant Officer informed that she was
experienced in administering social media for business use in a controlled way.

Resolved that the issue of social media use by the Town Council be considered by a Task
and Finish Group.

Review of Council Policies:

Members were invited to review the policies listed below and if appropriate resolve to adopt
for the year 2020/21:
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Appendix 1 - 4.5: to include ‘and any other events/functions which would benefit Nantyglo
and Blaina residents’.
Appendix 1 — 5.1: alter to ‘minority’ group.

Resolved that the Standing Orders be approved for 2020/21 with the amendments stated
as above.

Financial Regulations:

The Chair informed that no amendments had been included in the regulations.

5.10: add ‘with appropriate training'.

6.7: 6.8: 6.9; 6.10: amend to ‘as resolved’.

6.22: Petty Cash — delete paragraph but sentence Town Council does not operate a petty
cash system’ to remain.

9.11: include ‘may investigate the possibility of grant funding in respect of projects the Town
Council consider necessary for the residents of Nantyglo and Blaina'.

Resolved that the Financial Regulations be approved for 2020/21 with amendments as
stated above.

Salem Chapel:

Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:

January 2020:

Members were informed that the issues with fire alarm had been queried with Dragon Fire
and Security (alarm company) and upon their recommendation and instructions, the Town
Clerk had reset the alarm, which rectified the issue.

The Town Clerk informed that a phone query had been received from an individual in
respect of the future of Salem Chapel and had made a number of possible proposals.

Resolved that the report be approved. Further Resolved that any possible proposals be
considered by a Task and Finish Group.






