NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU

Mrs T Hughes - Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN

Tel: 01495292817  e-mail: clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday Aighh
November 2018
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

Present: Councillor G Morvan, Chairman, presiding
Councillors D Hillman; K Jones; G Watkins; L Harris; C Hillman;
S Smith; E Morgan; G Morvan; R Pagett; C Bridgeman; T McKnight

In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO
Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer

Declaration of Interest

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book
provided. Resolved that no such declarations were received.

1.

b)

Apologies for absence:
Resolved that apologies were received from Councillor Abbas; B Lucas and K Treharne.

Correspondence:
Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s
permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.

World War | and World War Il Picture Exhibition (NBTC)

Further to the resolution taken at a previous council meeting, please find attached a copy of
the poster advertising the picture exhibition in respect of the centenary of the end of World
War l.

The Town Clerk updated members in respect of this item and informed them that over 20
people had visited the exhibition, many complimenting the exhibit. Overall, the exhibit had
been well received and posters had been circulated via social media by local people.

Resolved to note that information received.

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

E-mail response in respect of play sessions being held within Blaenau Gwent.
Resolved to note that information received.
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d)

vi.

vii.

Seafarers UK

Certificate of Commemoration presented to the Town Council for participating in the
‘Merchant Navy Day 2018’.

Members were reminded that the Ensign was flown from the Cons Club in Blaina High
Street which was an appropriate, prominent and secure location in the centre. The Town
Clerk informed members that a copy of the certificate would be placed on the public notice
board and on the Town Council’s website.

Resolved to note that information received.

One Voice Wales
October 2018 News Bulletin.

Resolved to note that information received.

Minutes of the Gwent Valleys Area Committee Meeting held 9" October 2018.
Resolved to note that information received.

Notice of OVW Conferences in 2019.

Resolved to note that information received.

Larger Council Meetings Date in 2019.

Resolved to note that information received.

November 2019 Training Sessions (south Region).
Resolved to note that information received.

Request to help support the Armed Forces Community.

Members were informed that a number of employers and the Principal Authority had signed
up to the Armed Forces Covenant.

Resolved to note that information received.
Invitation and agenda to the Chair of the Council — ‘An Evening with the Lord Lieutenant of
Gwent.’

Resolved that Councillor Morvan attend on behalf of Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council.

Additional correspondence received with permission of the Chairman:

d)

viii.

One Voice Wales

Understanding Welsh Places, a collaborative project that the Institute of Welsh Affairs
(IWA) was working on with its partners.

Resolved to note that information received.
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f)

One Voice Wales National Awards Conference 2019.
Resolved to note that information received.

Gwent Archives

Invitation to several events at Gwent Archives during November and December 2018.
Resolved to note that information received.

Blaenau Gwent

Members were invited to Superfast Business Wales on 20" November 2018.
Resolved to note that information received.

Town Council’s e-mail account:

Members were aware that the Town Council e-mail account had recently experienced a
number of technical and security issues. Following the recent resolution agreed be Council,
Members were informed that a new and more secure e-mail account had been acquired
from Vision ICT (Council's website provider) at a cost of £21.60 per year (inclusive of VAT).
The e-mail address for the Town Council now: clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk

The Town Clerk informed members that this is the same company that host the Town
Council's website and reiterated that they also provide security and support should it be
needed.

Resolved that members ratify this transaction.

Remembrance Sunday 2018:

Members were reminded that this year's Remembrance Sunday was the centenary of the
end of World War |. The parade would take place on Sunday 11" November 2018 at
2.10pm from Garn Cross, Nantyglo to the War Memorial at Central Park for the service and
the laying of wreaths. Refreshments would be available from the Yew Tree, West Side,
Blaina.

Councillor Morvan informed members that the Deputy Lord Lieutenant was very impressed
with the event and as a result would like to be invited to all of Nantyglo and Blaina

Town Council events and functions. She emphasised that she would be happy to attend as
an individual should her role as Deputy Lord Lieutenant not allow for it. Councillor Morvan
informed members that the ceremony was well attended, the format was changed slightly to
allow for schools to give readings at the service. As a result, this attracted more people to
the service. Councillor Morvan thanked those who supported the event.

A member queried whether there were any future plans to continue with the momentum of
this year's commemoration.
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Councillor Morvan informed members that the intention of the Blaina Branch of the Royal
British Legion was to honour the memories of those who have sacrificed their lives in
conflicts. By getting young people and children involved, the Blaina Branch of the Royall
British Legion hoped that they would pick up the mantle for the future and continue with
these commemorations.

Members congratulated the Blaina Branch of the Royal British Legion for their display of
poppies around Blaina. A member queried the presence of poppies around the Nantyglo
area and was informed that poppies had been placed at Garn Cross, St Anne’s Church,

Wesleyan Church and at the Pensioner’s Hall.

Members congratulated the Blaina Branch of the Royal British Legion on their efforts and
also added that it was wonderful that local children had the opportunity to take part and
thanked all those who took part.

Resolved to note that information received.

Council Representative to One Voice Wales:

Members were informed that due to time pressures, Councillor Gill Watkins was unable to
represent the Town Council at the OVW Gwent Valleys Area Branch meetings. Members
may wish to consider and resolve a Member to act as a Town Council representative for
this role.

Councillor Watkins informed members of the difficulties of going to meetings and
apologised. Councillor Morvan thanked Councillor Watkins for taking the post initially. A
member queried whether it would be possible to have a deputy, the Town Clerk responded
explaining that One Voice Wales specifies that someone else would be eligible to attend
meetings (acting essentially as a deputy). The Town Clerk notified members present that
as this item had been included on the agenda, that all members have received this
knowledge of this item.

Resolved that members with an interest in taking this role, contact the Town Clerk to
declare their interest.

Application to the Community Grant Fund:

Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s
permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
Members were also reminded of that applications will need to be considered in conjunction
with the current policy.

Llys y Capel Social Fund
Resolved that £100 be given
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General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 2018:

Members were invited to consider the report and the recommendations in respect of the
requirements of the General Data Protection Regulations of which the Town Council are
subject to.

A member queried the timescale of this and was informed by the Town Clerk that this
ideally should have been in place by May 2018, although no other Town/Community
Councils within Blaenau Gwent had implemented the legislation to date. Members
discussed this item and it was Proposed and Resolved that the Town Clerk have
delegated powers to ensure that the GDPR is implemented. Proposals would be ratified by
the Council in a future meeting.

Resolved that the report be approved. Further Resolved that the Town Clerk have
delegated powers to ensure that the GDPR is implemented.

Member Vacancies — Blaina Ward (1):

Members were informed that one application form & accompanying letter had been
received for consideration for co-option in respect of the above vacancies. Members were
reminded that in line with the Council’s Standing Orders, the co-option would be determined
via a secret ballot whereby no discussion would take place.

Vincent Seymour (Blaina Ward)

Additional application received with permission of the Chairman

Keith Jenkins — Application for co-option in respect of the one vacancy for the Nantyglo
Ward.

Resolved that Town Clerk, Assistant Officer and Councillors C Bridgeman and T McKnight
act as ‘tellers’ for this purpose. Further Resolved that both applicants, Vincent Seymour
and Keith Jenkins be co-opted as members of Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council.

Independent Review Panel on Community & Town Council’s in Wales:
Members were invited to consider the panel’s outline findings and recommendations in
respect of the above.

Members discussed this item thoroughly and commented on several points:

1.4: The expectation that Council effectively carries out the role which is expected of them.
2.1: This would start as soon as possible.

2.2: An action plan would be required; Task and Finish Group to consider budget and
precept allowing Councillors ideas to be considered using this model.

2.3: General power of competence in 3 years.

2.4: Representative on Public Service Board.

2.5: Engagement/Action plan.
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10.

11.

3.4: Alternative funding for Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council. Proposed changes to
boundaries could have a knock on effect on the Town Council’'s precept.

3.5: Elected members; Nolan Principles; Training for new members. Members were
reminded that the Town Clerk and Assistant Officer had compiled a training package and
would look to implement this in the future.

4.1: Elections/Co-option — could effect this Council.

4.3: Public meeting/Engagement with the public. Councillors are to be held accountable;
attendance records. A member commented that Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council were
already holding consultations.

4.5: Unacceptable behaviour; competency for Office.

Members added that the Town Council were already looking to work towards these
competencies, i.e. consultations with the public; implementing action plans and being more
transparent. Additionally, a member stated that it was reassuring and good to know that
Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council comply fully with the rigorous external audit.

Resolved to note that information received.

Salem Chapel:

Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:
October 2018
Resolved that the report be approved.

Confidential Information:

The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature
and is therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to
Meetings Act 1960)



