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Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 8th 

October 2018. 

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 

 

 Present:  Councillor K Jones, Chairman, presiding 

    Councillors C Bridgeman; D Hillman; C Hillman; R Abbas;  

    T McKnight; L Harris; G Watkins; E Morgan 

 

 In attendance: Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer 

 

Declaration of Interest 

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 

the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book 

provided.  Resolved that none declared. 

 

Councillor Jones welcomed members to the meeting and explained that he would act as Chairman 

for the meeting in the absence of Councillor Morvan.   

 

1. Apologies for absence: 

Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors G Morvan; K Treharne and 

B Lucas 

2. Correspondence: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

a) Mr Stuart Bees, Internal Auditor 

 Letter confirming acceptance of appointment as Internal Auditor to Nantyglo & Blaina Town 

 Council for the financial year 2018/19. A copy of the audit programme for the financial year 

 2018/19 was also included for information. 

 A member queried a comment on page 2 of this document under ‘Reporting Lines’ in 

 respect of Mr Bees acting as a sole practitioner.  It was suggested that a back-up Internal 

 Auditor be sought in case of illness or unforeseen circumstances.   

 Resolved to note that information received.  Further Resolved that a ‘back-up’ Internal 

 Auditor be considered by the Town Clerk. 
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b) One Voice Wales 

i September 2018 News Bulletin 

 Several comments were made by members in this bulletin: 

 Page 4: ‘Independent Review Panel’ – Members were informed that the Town Council 

 would be looking to address this as part of the Well-Being Act. 

 Page 4/5: ‘Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales’ – The Assistant Officer confirmed 

 that this had been completed. 

 Page 8: A member felt that this should read as ‘laid to Parliament.’ 

 Page 10: ‘Future Generations Commissioner for Wales’ – A member asked whether it 

 would be possible to have this item as an agenda item for a future meeting. 

 Page 10: ‘Wales Audit Office’ – Members would like to know who were the four Welsh 

 Councils. 

 

 Resolved to note ‘Future Generations Commissioner for Wales’ be considered for a future 

 agenda item.  Further Resolved that the Town Clerk researches who were the four Welsh 

 Councils.  

ii Gwent Valleys Area Committee – Minutes (24/07/2018), Agenda (09/10/2018) 

 Resolved to note that information received. 

 

iii  Minutes of the National Executive Committee meeting (14/09/2018). 

 Resolved to note that information received. 

Additional correspondence received with the permission of the Chairman: 

c) One Voice Wales 

i. An evening with the Lord Lieutenant of Gwent, Robert Aitken, CBE. 

Resolved to note that information received. 

ii. One Voice Wales’ response to Subordinate Legislation Consolidation and Review 

Resolved to note that information received. 

3. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

 Members were also reminded of that applications will need to be considered in conjunction 

 with the current policy. 
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a) Royal British Legion – Blaina Branch 

 Members felt that this complies with the terms and conditions of the grant aid and support 

 this event. 

 Resolved that £100 be given. 

4. Events Committee: 

i. Members were invited to consider and if appropriate resolve that all Members of the 

 Council become Members of the Events Committee. 

 Members agreed that the Events Committee was the face of Nantyglo and Blaina Town 

 Council and due to several previous meeting being inquorate due to absence, it was  

 Proposed that all members become members of the Events Committee. 

 Resolved that all members become members of the Events Committee. 

 

ii.  Members were invited to consider and if appropriate resolve the proposed dates, times and 

 venues in respect of the following Christmas events: 

• Christmas Carol Concerts: the proposed dates are either 27th & 28th or 28th & 29th 

November 2018 at Wesley Church, Nantyglo & Gladstone Street Chapel (Prims), Blaina. 

The concerts would begin at 2pm and 6pm and feature pupils from Blaen y Cwm Primary, 

Coed y Garn Primary, Ysgol Bro Helyg & Ystruth Primary. Members were also asked to 

consider and if appropriate to resolve the purchase of selection packs for presentation to 

the children at the four concerts. 

 Members agreed to avoid 27th November 2018 due to the Full Council meeting.  It was 

 suggested that the Christmas Carol Concerts take place on 28th and 29th November 2018. 

 Resolved that the concerts be held on 28th November 2018 and 29th November 2018.  

 Further Resolved that selection packs be purchased for each of the children at the 

 Christmas Carol Concerts. 

 

• Christmas Fun Nights: Following last year’s success, it is proposed that two Christmas Fun 

Nights be held again at Nantyglo RFC and possibly Blaina Community Centre during weeks 

commencing 3rd and /or 10th December 2018. Consideration would need to be given to the 

format of the evening, refreshments, partnership working, Santa and his sleigh, the 

provision of Santa’s Grotto and associated matters. 

 

 Members discussed this item and suggested that both of these events should be held in 

 different weeks.  Members Proposed and Resolved that the Fun Nights take place in 

 Nantyglo RFC for the Nantyglo Ward and Blaina Community Centre for the Blaina Ward.  

 Members suggested that a Task and Finish Group be formed to discuss details of the 

 format, refreshments, partnership working, Santa and his sleigh, the provision of Santa and 

 his associated matters. 
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 Resolved that two Christmas Fun Nights would be held in both Nantyglo RFC and Blaina 

 Community Centre. Further Resolved that a Task and Finish group be formed to discuss 

 further details. 

 

5. Vacancies in respect of the Joint Committee of Local Councils: 

 Members were invited to consider, propose and resolve if appropriate one Member in 

respect of a vacant post within the Joint Committee of Local Councils. 

 Resolved that Councillor G Watkins be the representative on the Joint Committee of Local 

Councils. 

 

6. Salem Chapel: 

 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:  

• September 2018 

 

Members were informed on an incident involving Councillor Pagett in an inspection 3rd 

October 2018.  Members were informed that this would be reported on the October 

inspection report.  It was also Proposed and Resolved that nobody would inspect Salem 

Chapel on their own, particularly Officers when either might be on annual leave. 

 Resolved that the report for September 2018 be approved. 

 

7. Confidential Information: 

 The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 

 and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 

 Meetings Act 1960) 
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