NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU

Mrs T Hughes - Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN

Tel: 01495292817  e-mail: n-btowncouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 10"
September 2018.
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

Present: Councillor G Morvan, Chairman, presiding
Councillors C Bridgeman; K Treharne; D Hillman; C Hillman; K Jones;
T McKnight

In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO

Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer

Declaration of Interest

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book
provided. Resolved that Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman declared an interest in Iltem 5.
Further Resolved that Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman remain in the room for this item as no
decision were taken.

1. Apologies for absence:
Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors G Watkins, R Pagett and L
Harris.

2. Correspondence:

Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s
permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.

a) Gwent Police

E-mails providing dates and information in respect of forthcoming Police Surgeries in
Nantyglo & Blaina.

Members welcomed the comprehensive list of dates for each ward and were encouraged to
attend if they were available.

Resolved to note that information received.

b) One Voice Wales

i Letter detailing One Voice Wales pension deficit.
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Members felt that this was a comprehensive reply, however took offense to a comment in
the final paragraph concerning the liability of £111 as members felt that this was why
membership was paid. Members did not wish to respond to the letter.

Resolved to note that information received.

Gwent Valleys Area Committee — Minutes

Resolved to note that information received.

Training Dates for Gwent Valleys Area Committee Region

Resolved that members wishing to attend notify the Town Clerk.

August 2018 News Bulletin

Resolved to note that information received.

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

Poster and invitation in respect of the Reaffirmation Parade and unveiling of the VC
Commemorative Stone to take place on 22" September 2018.

Councillor Bridgeman informed members that both he and Councillor Morvan have been
nominated for media relations should the opportunity arise for the Parade.

Members were informed that Blaenau Gwent had given the Town Council large banners
which were to be placed in a visible, public place. Members suggested that they be placed
near ASDA supermarket.

Councillor D Hillman informed members that he had the original certificate and offered that
if members so wished that it could be used for a display.

Resolved to note that information received.

Details of the Regional Armed Forces Covenant Officer for the five Local Authorities within
Gwent.
Resolved to note that information received.

Notice of the Consultation with Town/Community Councils has been re-scheduled for 13%
September 2018.

The Town Clerk was to provide Councillor C Hillman with an agenda.
Resolved to note that information received.

Letter confirming that there has NOT been a request for an election in the Blaina Ward in
respect of the vacancy (Members were informed that this vacancy can now be filled by co-
option).

Members were informed that the vacancy had been advertised.
Resolved to note that information received.
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d)

f)

Gwent Archives

Invitation to ‘Remembering the Great War’ to be held on 3™ October 2018 at the Congress
Theatre, Cwmbran.

Resolved to note that information received.

Welsh Government

Review of Community & Town Council Sector in Wales — August Newsletter.

Members discussed this item thoroughly, highlighting and analysing several points that
would inevitably have an effect on Town and Community Councils in the future. Members
discussed in particular the likelihood of services that would be devolved which would have
an effect on workload and financial requirements and as such the changing roles and
expectations of Town and Community Councils and other issues.

Resolved to note that information received.

Wales Audit Office

Letter and appendix informing that Nantyglo & Blaina Town Council was identified as
one of the sample councils that would be reviewed to the Wales Audit Office’s study into the
effectiveness of internal audit at Town/ Community Councils in Wales.

The Town Clerk informed members that there was no prior warning before this request, it
was emphasised that this request was not about accounts but rather an assessment of the
current internal audit system. When a response would be received, the Town Clerk would
inform members.

Resolved to note that information received.

Additional items received with the permission of the Chairman:

9)

h)

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council
Letter in respect of Remembrance Sunday 2018 arrangements.

Resolved to note that information received.

One Voice Wales
E-mail informing members that the Boundary Commission for Wales had submitted its Final
Recommendations Report for 2018.

Resolved to note that information received.

Rafi Abbas — Men'’s Den
A poster and e-mail invitation to the Men’s Den.

Resolved to note that information received.
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b)

Decisions taken under delegated powers during August 2018:

Bank Account in respect of The Town Mayor’s Appeal:

Members may have been aware of the increasing difficulties faced by individual Mayors in
setting up an appropriate bank account required to facilitate the proceeds of the Town
Mayor’s Appeal each year. In order to limit such difficulties, an account was applied for
specifically for this purpose which will be utilised by each successive Town Mayor. The
account would be administered by the Town Council Officers but would NOT form part of
the Town Council Accounts, nor would the account be held in the name of the Town
Council and as such it would not be subject to any audits. Resolved that such an account
as detailed above be opened for the use as stated.

Members were informed that the Town Clerk awaits confirmation from the bank. A member
gueried whether the signatories would need to change each year. The Clerk informed
members that the Officers would be the primary signatories alongside the Deputy Mayor
and Mayor. A member also queried whether there would be any finances carried over from
one year to the next. Members were informed that a pound would be needed to keep the
account open and as such a pound would be left in the account following the withdrawal
and donation of money each year.

Resolved to note that Council supports delegated decisions taken.

WWI Memorial Benches:

Members may have been aware that a resolution has been previously agreed by the
Council to purchase two Memorial seating benches for Nantyglo & Blaina. The benches
would commemorate the centenary of WWI and the proposed locations would be at the
ground in front of the OAP Hall (opposite Wesley Church) Nantyglo and near the War
Memorial, Central Park, Blaina. A successful grant application was applied for jointly with
Blaenau Gwent CBC which resulted in an amount of £2,000 in order to purchase the
benches. Any additional costs such as planning applications and siting of the bench would
need to be funded by the Town Council. Resolved that the two memorial benches be
purchased and Further Resolved that expenditure incurred over £2,000 such as siting
and planning expenses be agreed.

A member queried who would be responsible for the maintenance of the benches once
installed and was informed that the Town Council would be responsible for the
maintenance. This had been considered as part of the design and the material of the
benches would help maintain this. Members were informed that this payment would be
taken from the Culture and Entertainments budget.

Resolved to note that Council supports delegated decisions taken.
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Application to the Community Grant Fund:

Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s
permission any additional applications that might have been received prior to the date of the
meeting. Members are also reminded of that applications will need to be considered in
conjunction with the current policy.

Nantyglo FC

Members were supportive of this donation however wanted to highlight that this money be
used towards kit and not core funding.

Members would also like the Football Club to acknowledge the donation and that the Town
Council helped towards the purchase of the necessary kit.

Resolved that £100 be given.

Forthcoming Events:
Members were invited to consider the listed events and the verbal update to be provided

Nantyglo & Blaina In Bloom

Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman declared an interest in this item. Resolved that
Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman remain in the room for this item as no decisions were
being taken.

Members were informed that judging had been finalised, however scores still needed to be
ratified. Councillor Morvan also informed members that a plaque had been purchased and
is now ready for presentation.

Resolved to note that information received.

15" September 2018 — Flower Fruit & Veg Show

Due to a lack of interest in this year’'s competition, the Show was cancelled. Members
discussed this and agreed that it would needed to be looked at earlier in the year to ensure
a success. Councillor Morvan also informed members that a plaque had been purchased
and would be ready for the next competition.

Resolved to note that information received.

Open day / public consultation & engagement at Llys Nant y Mynydd, Nantyglo — 12t
September 2018. Members were invited to attend this event which is facilitated by United
Welsh and with other local organisations and groups in attendance.

Members were informed times and that this would provide a good opportunity for a public
engagement event.

Resolved that members inform the Town Clerk should they wish to attend.
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e Reaffirmation Parade and Unveiling of the VC Memorial Stone in respect of CSM JH
Williams VC — 22" September 2018

Resolved to note that information received.

e Civic Sunday — 215t October 2018 at Wesley Church, Nantyglo.

Members were informed of times and that refreshments would be provided after the
service.

Resolved to note that information received.

Salem Chapel:

Members were invited to consider the attached inspection reports:

e July 2018
e August 2018

Resolved that reports for July 2018 and August 2018 be approved.

Confidential Information:
The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature

and is therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to
Meetings Act 1960)
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