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Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 9th July 

2018. 

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 

 

 Present:  Councillor G Morvan, Chairman, presiding 

    Councillors C Bridgeman; K Jones; D Hillman; C Hillman. 

 

 In attendance: Mrs H Roberts, Assistant Officer 

 

Declaration of Interest 

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 

the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book 

provided. Resolved that Councillor Morvan declared an interest in Item 4.  Further Resolved that 

Councillor Morvan leave the room for this item. 

 

1. Apologies for absence: 

 Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors L Harris; K Treharne; B 

 Lucas; G Watkins and T McKnight. 

2. Correspondence: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

a) Royal British Legion  

 Invitation to all Members to attend a World War I and Royal Air Force Centenary Parade 

 and Remembrance Service on 5th August 2018. 

 Members welcomed this item. 

 Resolved to note information received. 

b) One Voice Wales  

i) E-mail explanation & copy of minutes regarding One Voice Wales pension deficit. 

 Members queried why the shortfall would have to be covered by the Town Council. 

 Resolved that a letter for an explanation in respect of the shortfall be written. 
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ii) One Voice Wales Conference to held on Saturday 29th September 2018 

 Resolved to note that information received. 
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iii) June 2018 bulletin 

 Resolved to note that information received. 

 

c) Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council: 

 Meeting of the Community Health Council on Wednesday 11th July 2018. 

 Resolved to note that information received. 

 

 Additional item received with the permission of the Chairman: 

 

d) Nantyglo Community Shop 

 Members were informed that Nantyglo Community Shop had given £50 sponsorship 

 towards the Flower and Veg Show 2018.  Members were informed that a thank you letter 

 had been sent to the members of the Nantyglo Community Shop for their contribution. 

 

 Resolved to note that information received. 

 

e) Resignation – Lesley Emanuel (Blaina Ward) 

 Letter received informing of resignation. 

 

 Members thanked Councillor Emanuel for her work with the Town Council.  Members also 

 suggested that induction training might help new Councillors. 

 

 Resolved to note that information received. 

 

3. Securing of Blaina Institute: 

 Members were invited to consider an email regarding the unlocking and locking up of Blaina 

 Institute.  Councillors Glyn Morvan and Ken Jones provided an update of their 

 attendance at a recent meeting regarding this request. 

 

 Councillor Morvan explained that a meeting was held between the user groups, i.e. 

 everyone who used the Institute building and Blaina Institute Committee with exception to 

 the library.  This meeting was described as hostile. 

 

 It was noted that the issue of access was brought up during this meeting and that it caused 

 problems for the Blaina Institute Committee.  Members were informed that there was no 

 explanation why the Committee wanted the Town Council to become key holders.  

 Councillors Morvan and Jones reiterated the agreement which was between the Town 

 Council and Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council, i.e. that key holders would be 

 available to open and close the building meaning that it was not necessary for members or 

 officers to become key holders. 

 

 Members were informed that Committee members had spoken to a number of Town 

 Council members regarding this issue, however no names were given.   
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 Members agreed that the Town Council were being scapegoated.   Members also 

 reiterated that they were just another user group, one of approximately seven.  It was 



 confirmed that there was no evidence of the Blaina Institute Committee’s constitution or 

 description of membership and that no previous minutes were available.   

 

 Members agreed that circumstances had not changed to suggest that the Town Council 

 should take responsibility for this issue and thus the agreement between the Town Council 

 and Blaenau Gwent County Council should stay in place unchanged. 

 

 Resolved that members unanimously agree that the current terms of the contract between 

 Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council and Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council remain 

 unchanged.  

 

4. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

 Members were also reminded that applications would need to be considered in conjunction 

 with the current policy.  Councillor G Morvan declared an interest in this item. Resolved 

 that Councillor Morvan leave the meeting during this item. 

Councillor Morvan left the meeting at this juncture.  Councillor D Hillman chaired this item. 

 Due to this item being inquorate on the departure of Councillor Morvan, it was agreed that 

 Members discuss this item with a view to presenting proposals to the full meeting of the 

 Council, immediately following the Sub-Committee for subsequent consideration and 

 approval. 

a) Royal British Legion – Blaina Branch. 

 Members discussed this item and examined the grant application.  A proposal of £100 

 donation was agreed. 

 Resolved that this proposed amount be ratified at the next Full Council meeting. 

Councillor Morvan re-joined the meeting at this juncture. 

5. Member Vacancy – Nantyglo Ward  

 Members were informed that as a result of no demand for an election, a notice to advertise 

 the vacancy to be filled by co-option had been circulated.  

 Resolved to note that information received. 

6. Town Council Appointments: 

 Members were invited to nominate and consider representatives in respect of the following 

 appointments and Resolve as appropriate: 

• Town/Community Councils Consultation with Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council 

 Resolved that Councillor C Hillman be appointed for this position. 
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• Joint Committee of Local Councils 



Resolved that Councillor Bridgeman be appointed for this position. 

 

• Counter signatory in respect of Town Council’s bank accounts 

Resolved that Councillor D Hillman be appointed as Counter Signatory. 

7. Salem Chapel: 

 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:  

• June 2018 

 Resolved that the report be approved. 

 

8. Members Items/Updates: 

 Members were invited to provide updates on recent activities or issues. 

 Councillor Bridgeman informed members of a meeting with the Armed Forces Steering 

 Group which would take place at the end of July at the Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale. 

 Councillor Morvan informed members that he attended the NHS 70th birthday 

 commemoration at Bedwellty House in Tredegar and that this was a successful event. 

 Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman attended NHS 70th birthday celebrations at Ysbyty 

 Aneurin Bevan.  They were present as members of the League of Friends.  The Prince of 

 Wales, local AM, Alun Davies and First Minister, Carwyn Jones were present.  Councillors 

 Hillman said that the event was very successful. 

 Resolved to note that information received. 

9. Confidential Information: 

 The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 

 and is  therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 

 Meetings Act 1960) 
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