NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU

Mrs T Hughes - Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN

Tel: 01495 292817  e-mail: n-btowncouncil@hotmail.co.uk

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 11" June
2018.
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

Present: Councillor G Morvan, Chairman, presiding
Councillors D Hillman; A Banks; C Hillman; K Jones; G Watkins; C
Bridgeman; R Pagett; K Treharne

In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO

Declaration of Interest

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book
provided. Resolved to note that none received.

1. Apologies for absence:

Resolved that apologies were received from Councillors L Harris; L Emanuel; T McKnight;
E Morgan; K Treharne.

2. Correspondence:
Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s
permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.

a) Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

i. Commemoration of the end of WWI — Presence of a Queen’s Representative

Members were informed that this item was in respect of the Remembrance Day Parade.
Members discussed this item and clarified that it would be Blaenau Gwent County Borough
Council that would arrange this in partnership with the Royal British Legion. It was
discussed further and Resovled that the Queen’s Representative would be invited on
behalf of Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council and that a copy of this invitation would also be
sent to Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council.
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b)

d)

10 (18/19)

War memorial Central Park vandalism

Councillor Morvan informed and clarified that the War Memorial had not been damaged but
the figure placed by the Royal British Legion was damaged. Blaenau Gwent County
Borough Council inspected and recovered the rest of the figure and stored it safely. The
Royal British Legion was looking into the cost of repair and donations. The Town Council
would not legally be able to give a donation without a request. It was estimated that it
would cost and estimated £300 for repair or replacement of the figure. The local community
was outraged at this act of vandalism.

Resolved that information received.

One Voice Wales
May 2018 News Bulletin

Members discussed several items within this bulletin including the Innovative Practice and
GDPR in which members were reminded that this was a work in progress.

Resolved to note information received.

Ageing Well in Wales: Progress/Impact and Reach Reports (hard copy of the information
was provided in the Council Chamber)

Resolved to note information received.

Power Up — partnership between Western Power & the Energy Saving Trust

Resolved that a guest speaker from this organisation be invited.

Gwent Valleys Area Committee Minutes and Date of Next Meeting and possible merging of

Town Councils.

This meeting clashes with the next Full Council Meeting. A member commented that the
Cwmbran area is mainly represented. Members were also informed that Alun Davies, AM
had confirmed the Industrial Park.

Resolved that no nominations were made and Further Resolved that the Town Clerk
clarify the statement regarding Cardiff and Vale Pension Fund.

Blaina Monday Night Dance Club

Thank you letter in respect of financial donation received.
Resolved to note information received.

Seafarers UK — (for consideration):

Letter in respect of flying a red ensign on Merchant Navy Day, 3™ September 2018.



f)

9)

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council flew the Red Ensign for this occasion during 2017.
Members commented that if one were available, this could be flown at the top of the High
Street.

Resolved that the Town Clerk contacts Seafarers UK and query whether a flag would be
available on loan.

11 (18/19)

National Association of Local Councils

Data Protection Fees

The Town Clerk clarified that these fees are mandatory. Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council
would fall under Tier 1.

Resolved that this would be renewed in August 2018.

Cllir Michael James

Letter received informing of resignation.

Members agreed that it was a shame to have received resignation from an active member.
Members agreed that a letter of thanks should be sent to Michael James thanking him for
his work and commitment to the Town Council. The Town Clerk informed members that the
statutory procedure had been actioned.

Resolved to note information received. Further Resolved that a letter of thanks be sent to
Michael James.

Stephen Packer WPS Insurance

Members were advised of an e-mail informing of an additional premium payable and other
terms in respect of Salem Chapel due to its unoccupied state.

The Town Clerk explained the risk of under insuring. Members commented on the high
excess premium. The Town Clerk informed members that when the band instruments
would be transferred, the insurance premium would in part be refunded.

Resolved to note information received. Further Resolved that insurance coverage of the
band instruments be investigated further to clarify that the instruments are not just covered
when stored at Salem Chapel only.

Application to the Community Grant Fund:

Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s
permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
Members were reminded that there are four levels of grant aid i.e. £25.00; £50.00, £75.00
and £100.00 and those applications will need to be considered in conjunction with the
Grants Policy implemented May 2018.

None received to date.
Resolved accordingly.

Subscriptions:



Members were invited to consider the attached Membership Renewal in respect of
Disability Wales. Members were informed that the Council did not renew this subscription
for the previous financial year (2017/18).

12 (18/19)

Members discussed whether there would be any benefit to these subscriptions.
Resolved that this subscription not be renewed

Primary Schools Talent Showcase 2018:

Members were informed that this year’s Primary Schools Talent Showcase will take place
on Wednesday 13" June 2018 at Ysgol Bro Helyg, Blaina. Doors open at 5.30pm and the
show would commence at 6pm.

Help and assistance would be required from Members to act as stewards & meet and greet
etc. Confirmation of Members who will be in attendance will be required in order to allocate
duties and ensure adequate representation of the Town Council.

The Town Clerk informed members that Coed-y-Garn Primary School would be unable to
attend this year’s Primary Schools Talent Showcase this year due to other commitments.
The Clerk also informed members of the interest expressed by St Mary’s Catholic School in
Brynmawr. Unfortunately due to St Mary’s not falling within the boundaries of Nantyglo and
Blaina or serving a large proportion of these wards, they were informed that they would not
be able to perform in this Showcase on this occasion.

Members were reminded that this event would require a smart dress code and that this
would be an opportunity to give ‘In Bloom’ posters and application forms to the schools
taking part in this event.

Resolved to note information received.

Flower, Fruit and Veg Show 2018:

Due to time constraints, Members were asked to resolve the categories in respect of the
Flower, Fruit and Veg Show as appropriate.

It was clarified that the ‘wonky vegetable’ is only one category. Members would like to
make several amendments:

e Amend to ‘War Remembrance’

e Delete Sunshine

e Delete Welsh Flag

e Delete Computer

e Amend to craft and change knit, crochet and sew to ‘from materials of your choice’

Resolved that the categories be accepted with amendments. Further Resolved that the
prizes would be £3 (159, £2 (2", £1 (3).

IT Requirements:



10.

Members were asked to consider and if appropriate resolve to investigate the provision &
costs of two new computers and associated equipment for the Town Council Offices.
Members were advised that the current equipment was outdated and uses an
unsustainable system.

Resolved that the Clerk investigate and report IT costs to Council.
13 (18/19)
Defibrillator located within Blaina — Update:

Councillor Robert Paget had informed that the defibrillator and external cover which was
purchased by himself and Councillor Lisa Winnett was now located on the wall at the front
of Blaina Community Centre, High Street, Blaina (next to the Police Station).

It was clarified that Coed Cae Interact Club paid to have defibrillator installed and not for the
external cover. Members were informed that this is usually accessed by code — this
information would be found on the front of the equipment.

Resolved to note information received. Further Resolved that the location of this
defibrillator be advertised.
ID Cards for Council Members and Staff:

Members were invited to consider and if appropriate resolve the proposed ID cards for use
for both Members and staff of the Town Council. Members were advised that the ID Cards
would be produced in house at minimal cost. Members were advised that the card would be
produced during the meeting.

It was clarified that the cost of plastic holders would be negligible and members were
informed that they would need to produce a passport sized photo. Members further
discussed the possibility of having business cards as well.

Resolved to produce ID cards and business cards and Further Resolved that plastic
holders be purchased.

Salem Chapel:
Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:

May 2018
Resolved that the report be approved.

14 (18/19)



11.

Confidential Information:
The following item(s) may contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature
and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to
Meetings Act 1960)

15 (18/19)



