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Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 14th May 
2018 

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 
 

Present:  Councillor G Morvan, Chairman, presiding 
   Councillors K Treharne; L Harris; D Hillman; C Hillman; A Banks;  
   C Bridgeman 
 
In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO 
   Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer 
 
Declaration of Interest 
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book 
provided.  Resolved to note that Mrs T Hughes and Miss H Roberts declared an interest in Item 
9b.  Resolved that Mrs T Hughes and Miss H Roberts remain in the meeting during Item 9b. 
 
1. Apologies for absence: 

 Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors K Jones; B Lucas; T 

 McKnight; G Watkins and M James. 

 

2. Correspondence: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission, any urgent information that was received prior to the date of the meeting. 

 

a) Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council  

i Protocol to mark the death of a Senior National Figure or Local Holder of High Office. 

 Members were provided with a hard copy of the information at the meeting. 

 The Clerk clarified that these protocols were for the Principal Authority only, however 

 members agreed that any death of a Senior National Figure or Local Holder of High Office 

 be acknowledged during a meeting as and when this would happen. 

 Resolved to note that information received.   
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ii.        Update regarding Community Asset Transfer of Blaina Sports Association. 

 Members discussed this item and that residents have queried the area in respect of dog 

 walking.  Members also queried whether the transfer includes buildings and playing fields. 

 

 Resolved to note that information received.  Further Resolved that the Clerk contact the 

 Principal Authority as to its intentions regarding this transfer. 

 

b) One Voice Wales  

i Innovative Practice Conference on 4th July 2018 and agenda. 

 Resolved to note that information received.   

 

ii         Is your local village hall of a ‘hub’ of activity and a source of well-being for the Community? 

 – Questionnaire.      

 Members discussed this item, it was proposed and agreed that the Town Clerk contact 

 several groups in the wards of Nantyglo and Blaina to pass on the information. 

 Resolved to note that the Town Clerk contact relevant groups about this information.  

 Further Resolved that members forward contact information to the Clerk in order to action 

 this. 

 

iii Request for Town Council to hold a national “pop-in “ session on Thursday 24th May 2018. 

 Members agreed to hold an Open Day session Thursday 24th May 2018 at the Council 

 Chambers, and would also have a guidance meeting beforehand.  Members felt that this 

 would develop the profile of Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council.  

 Resolved to note that members would hold a “pop-in” session/open day Thursday 24th May 

 2018. 

iv        A Guide to One Voice Wales Services – Members were provided with a hard copy of the 

 guide at the meeting. 

 Resolved to note that information received.   

v         The Importance of External Audit. 

 Resolved to note that information received.   

c) Welsh Government  

 April Newsletter. 

 Resolved to note that information received.   

d) Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council  

 Meeting of the Community Health Council on Wednesday 9th May 2018. 

 Resolved to note that information received.   

 

157 (17/18) 



e) Ebbw Fach Creative Club  

i Invitation to Members to attend the annual Sale and Exhibition. 

 Councillor Bridgeman informed members that he was invited to open the annual sale and 

 exhibition. 

 Resolved to note that information received.   

 

ii.         Thank you letter in respect of financial donation received. 

 Resolved to note that information received.   

 

f) South Wales Fire & Rescue Service  

 Strategic Plan for 2018 to 2023.  

 Members were provided with a hard copy of the information at the meeting. 

 Members discussed how well South Wales Fire and Rescue Service works well with 

 partnerships to reduce grass fires and their awareness work locally to educate young 

 people. 

 Resolved to note that information received.   

g) Growing Space 

 Information regarding the ReCover Project. 

 Resolved to note that information received.   

Additional items received with permission of the Chairman: 
 
h) Friends of Nant-y-Waun 

 Open day invitation to all members for the event held on 16th June 2018. 

 Resolved to note that information received.   

 

i)  Crafty Knitters 

 Thank you letter in respect of financial donation received. 

 Resolved to note that information received.   

 

j) One Voice Wales 

 General Data Protection Regulations. 

 

 Members were informed that the Town Council would not require a Data Protection Officer, 

 but the Town Council are subject to the rest of the regulations.  

 Resolved to note that information received.   
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k) Torfaen County Borough Council 

 Annual accounts in respect of Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council payments. 

 The Clerk informed members that LGPS have informed that the accounts are clear for 

 2017/18. 

 Resolved to note that information received.   

l) HMRC  

 Methods of payment. 

 The Clerk told members that HMRC are no longer able to accept payments for PAYE and 

 National Insurance via cheque.  The Clerk informed members that an electronic system 

 would need to be implemented. 

 Resolved that an appropriate system be implemented. 

3. Town Council Opening Days and Times: 

 Members were advised that the Town Council Offices have now extended their opening 

 hours as previously resolved to include Fridays 9am until 1pm (this is in addition to Monday 

 to Thursdays 9am to 3pm). 

 Members welcomed this positive development 

 Resolved to note that information received.   

 

4. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

 Members are also reminded of the previous decision to set three levels of grant aid i.e. 

 £30.00; £65.00 and £100.00 and that applications will need to be considered in conjunction 

 with the current policy. 

a) Blaina Monday Night Dance Club 

 Resolved to note that a donation of £65 be made 

5. Town Council Appointments: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed Town Council Appointments and Resolve as 

 appropriate. 

 School Governors – It was Resolved that Councillor K Treharne be Governor to Coed-y-

 Garn Primary School and Councillor G Morvan be Governor at Ystruth Primary School. 
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 The Town Clerk had clarified that she had not received a request from Councillor L 

 Emanuel in reference to the Events Committee.  It was Proposed and Resolved that the 

 Events Committee would have a capacity of 10 members with the inclusion of Councillor L 

 Emanuel. 

 Members queried the position of Trust Fund.  Resolved that the Clerk query and update 

 members by the Annual Meeting regarding this position. 

 Resolved that these appointments be approved and adopted. 

 

6. Financial Grants Policy: 

 Members were invited to consider the enclosed documents (Grants Policy; Guidance for 

 Applicants and Application Form) and if appropriate Resolve for implementation by the 

 Town Council. 

 Members thanked Miss H Roberts for her work in respect of the Grants Policy 

 Page 3 – 5th bullet point from the bottom of the page, to include: ‘whenever possible’ 

 Page 3 – 3rd bullet point from the bottom, spellcheck ‘there’ 

 Page 5 – Second paragraph to include: ‘….local community of Nantyglo and Blaina…’ 

 Page 5 – Following point f) to include: ‘this list is not exhaustive.’ 

 Page 6 – Point 4, to include: ‘…for the benefit of local communities of Nantyglo and Blaina.’ 

 Page 7 – Point 3, change to ‘….in full if it is found…’ 

 Page 7 – Following Point 4: ‘…with a revised application.’ 

 Resolved that this policy is approved with amendments and for immediate use as of 15th 

 May 2018.   

7. IRPW Report: 

 Members were invited to consider the attached report in respect of the Independent 

 Remuneration Panel for Wales annual report and if appropriate Resolve for implementation  

 Resolved that the report be approved. 

8. Salem Chapel: 

 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:  

• April 2018 

 Resolved that the report be approved. 
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9. Confidential Information: 

 The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 

 and is  therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 

 Meetings Act 1960) 
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