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Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 9th April 
2018 

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 
 

Present:  Councillor G Morvan, Chairman, presiding 
   Councillors L Harris; D Hillman; C Hillman; L Emmanuel; A Banks; T  
   McKnight; C Bridgeman; K Treharne; E Morgan; M James; G Watkins;  
   K Jones; S Smith 
 
In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO 
   Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer 
 
Declaration of Interest 
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book 
provided.  Resolved to note that none were declared. 
 
1. Apologies for absence: 
 Resolved to note that no apologies were received. 
 
2. Correspondence: 
 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 
 permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 
 
a) Bobarth Children’s Therapy   
 Thanks you letter in respect of financial donation received 
. 
 Resolved to note information received. 
 
b) One Voice Wales 
I News Bulletin March 2018  
 
 Members commented that they would like the Clerk to contact One Voice Wales for their 
 opinion regarding the financial cost of the Welsh Assembly Government and proposed 
 increase of Assembly Members and the opinion of the Town Council’s concerns with the 
 lack of consultation with the principal authority. 
 
 Resolved to note information received. Further Resolved to note that the Clerk contact 
 One Voice Wales. 
    
ii Agenda re: Gwent Valleys Area Committee to be held on 10th April 2018 
 Resolved to note information received. 
 
iii OVW/SLCC Joint Event on 16th May 2018 
 Resolved to note information received. 
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c) Welsh Government  
i Consultation re: Strengthening Local Government: Delivering for people  
 
 The Town Clerk told members that this consultation could be accessed online, but the Clerk 
 could provide hard copies if requested. 
 
 Resolved to note information received. 
 
ii Consultation re: Call for evidence to examine how charges or changes to the tax system 
 could tackle the problem associated with single use plastic waste. 
 
 Members were informed that hard copies of the consultations were located on the 
 information table in the Council Chamber.  
 
 Resolved to note information received. 
 
d) Raffi Abbas  
 Invitation extended to all members and agenda in respect of ‘Building Stronger 
 Communities in Gwent’ meeting to be held at Blaina Community Centre on 20th April 2018. 
 
 Resolved to note that Councillor G Morvan would attend the event. 
 
Additional items received with permission of the Chairman: 
 
e) One Voice Wales 
 Letter in reference to Larger Local Councils Committee. 
 Resolved to note information received. 
 
f) One Voice Wales 
 Letter informing members of the renewal of membership to One Voice Wales 2018-2019. 
 Resolved to note information received. 
 
g) Swansea Building Society 
 Letter informing members of Swansea Building Society’s Annual Review 2017 and Annual 
 General Meeting 2018. 
 Resolved to note information received. 
 
h) Community Health Council 
 Letter informing members of the next public meeting. 
 Resolved to note information received. Further Resolved that Councillors D Hillman and C 
 Hillman would be in attendance. 
 
i) One Voice Wales 
 Email informing members of One Voice Wales Innovative Practice National Awards 2018. 
 Resolved to note information received. 
 
j) Age Cymru 
 Email informing members of Age Cymru’s report ‘Showcasing tackling loneliness. 
 Resolved to note information received. 
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3. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 
 Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 
 permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 
 Members were also reminded of the previous decision to set three levels of grant aid i.e. 
 £30.00; £65.00 and £100.00 and that applications would need to be considered in 
 conjunction with the current policy. 
 
 As the proposed Grants Policy has not yet been resolved, the Town Clerk informed 
 members that the agendaed applications could either be considered at this meeting subject 
 to the existing, basic Grants Policy or the listed applications be deferred until a more 
 comprehensive grants policy is resolved by Council. 
 
 A member suggested that an application form may be necessary as part of the Grants 
 Policy and application process. 
 
 Resolved that the applications be considered at this meeting subject to the existing Grants 
 Policy currently in force. 
 
a) 1st Brynmawr Guides 
 Resolved to note that a donation of £65 be made. (2 abstentions) 
 
b) Coed Cae Interact Club 
 Resolved to note that a retrospective donation of £100 be made. (2 abstentions) 
 
c) Ebbw Fach Creative Club 
 Resolved to note that a donation of £65 be made. (2 abstentions) 
  
4. Blaina Band: 
 Members were invited to consider a request received from Blaina Band that full 
 responsibility of the instruments that was currently in the Town Council’s ownership via 
 Deed of Gift (dated 20th April 2009) be returned to Blaina Band. 
 
 Members discussed this item and had raised the following queries: 
 
 Q. If these instruments would be gifted, would they be taken off the Town Council’s Asset 
 Register? 
 A. It was confirmed that both the amount and description would be taken off the Register. 
 
 Q. Has the Town Council always owned the instruments? 
 A. No, the instruments were transferred to the Town Council from Blaina Band in a deed of 
 gift in 2009. 
 
 Q. Is there an inventory of instruments available? 
 A. Yes. 
 
 Q. If there were any breakages or damage to instruments once transferred who would be 
 responsible? 
 A. Blaina Band would be responsible for the instruments, they would also be covered by 
 insurance taken out by Blaina Band. 
 
 Members proposed a covenant that if Blaina Band were to disband that the Town Council 
 takes ownership of the instruments. 
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 Resolved that instruments be gifted to Blaina Band and Further Resolved that if Blaina 
 Band were to disband that the ownership of the instruments revert back to Nantyglo and 
 Blaina Town Council. 
 
 
5. Salem Chapel: 
 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:  

• March 2018 
 

 Members considered this item and raised the following query: 
 
 Q. Do fire alarms and extinguishers need a more up to date inspection? 
 A.  They are checked annually by a professional and are up to date.  
 
 Resolved to note that the report be approved. 
 
 Additional item received with permission of the Chairman: 
 
 ARC Awards 2018 
 The Town Clerk requested Members indulgence as to the following item. 
 
 i. Could all members inform the Town Clerk or Assistant Officer of attendance to the event. 
 
 ii. Following the resolution taken in respect of ARC awards 2017 whereby Cllr Banks acted 
 as MC, members were asked to consider would anyone else would like to perform the role 
 of MC at the forthcoming ARC awards or if members were content to resolve that Cllr 
 Banks performs the role this year. 
 
 Resolved to note that Councillor A Banks perform the role of MC at the ARC Awards 2018. 
  
6. Confidential Information: 
 The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 
 and is  therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 

 Meetings Act 1960) 
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