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Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on 12th March 2018 
 

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 
 

 
Present:  Councillor D Hillman, Acting Chairman, presiding 
   Councillors C Hillman; L Harris; G Watkins; K Jones; A Banks; M James 
 
In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO 
   Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer 

 
 

Declaration of Interest 
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book 
provided. Resolved to note that no such declarations were received. 
 
1. Apologies for absence: 
 Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors K Treharne, G Morvan, C 
 Bridgeman and L Emmanuel. 
 
2. Correspondence: 
 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 
 permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 
a) One Voice Wales – (for information) 
 E-mail informing of Greater Gwent Area Committee Meeting on Tuesday 10th April 2018. 
 Resolved to note the information received. 
 
b) Welsh Government – (for information) 
 Guidance for Principal Authorities on the Review of Communities. 
 Resolved to note the information received. 
 
Additional correspondence received with permission of the Chairman 
 
c)  Nick Smith MP Advice Surgery – (for information) 
 E-mail informing of the next advice surgery for Nick Smith MP 16th March 2018. 
 Resolved to note the information received. 
 
d) Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales – (for information): 
 Letter informing of an invitation to a round table discussion event on the Independent 
 Remuneration Panel for Wales’ framework. 
 
 Resolved to note the information received.  Further Resolved that this would be an 
 agenda item for the next scheduled meeting. 
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3. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 
 Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 
 permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 
 Members were also reminded of the previous decision to set three levels of grant aid i.e. 
 £30.00; £65.00 and £100.00 
 
 Members questioned the guidelines and on what basis should donations be made.  The 
 Clerk informed members that a Grants Policy will be in place for the new financial year, 
 and this would be presented to members for their consideration at the next scheduled 
 meeting.  Resolved to note the information received. 
 
a) Brynmawr Musical & Panto Society. 
 Resolved that a donation of £30 be made. 
 
Additional applications received with permission of the Chairman: 
 
b) Children’s Wales Air Ambulance Appeal 
 Resolved that a donation of £65 be made. 
 
c) Bobath Children’s Therapy Centre Wales 
 Resolved that a donation of £30 be made. 
 
4. Independent Remuneration for Wales – Annual Report 2018/19: 
 Members were invited to consider the annual report dated February 2018. Sections 13 & 14 
 were included for Members’ attention and the report in its entirety was placed on the 
 Members’ information shelf. 
 
 Members discussed this report and decided that it would be best to have a Task and Finish 
 Group to present to Full Council.  Councillors A Banks and D Hillman agree to be on this 
 committee. 
 
 Resolved to note that this item will be on an agenda for the next Full Council meeting.  
 Further Resolved that those Councillors interested in taking part in the Task and 
 Finish Group inform the Town Clerk. 
 
5. Welsh Government - 2018/19 Funding to support the initial setting up of joint 
 arrangements: 
 Members were invited to consider the document. 
 
 Members agreed that the Town Councils may be stronger if working jointly.  It was 
 Proposed that the Town Clerk contact local Town Councils and make enquiries regarding 
 this item. 
 
 Resolved to note that the Town Clerk would contact other Town Council Clerks. 
 
6. Wales Audit Office: 
 Members were invited to consider the report compiled by the Wales Audit Office in relation 
 to Financial Management & Governance in Local Council 2016/17. 
 Members agreed that this report reflects badly on community councils. 
 Members discussed the need for a Scrutiny Committee for policies on an individual basis. 
 The Town Clerk informed members of the role of the Internal Auditor.   
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 Members enquired  whether the Internal Auditor could be invited as a guest speaker at a 
 future meeting. 
 
 Resolved to note that members interested on being on a Scrutiny Committee are to contact 
 the Town Clerk.  Further Resolved  that the Town Clerk contact the Internal Auditor 
 regarding a guest speaking role in a future meeting.  
 
 
7. Consultation – Autism (Wales) Bill: 
 Members were invited to consider and if appropriate respond to the consultation. 
 Members agreed that this bill was positive and would support it. 
 
 Resolved to note that members send their responses to the Town Clerk. 
 
8. Salem Chapel: 
 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:  

• February 2018  

•  
 Members mentioned a few aspects to consider including windows on the right hand side of 
 the building – there is a gap between the window and lintel.  The Town Clerk informed 
 members that there were no issues with the building as a result of this. 
 
 Resolved that the report be approved.  Further Resolved to note that the Clerk will check 
 the issues raised by members in the next inspection. 
  
9. Confidential Information: 
 The following item(s) may contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature 
 and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 

 Meetings Act 1960) 
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