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Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 12th 

February 2018. 

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 

 

Present:  Councillor G Morvan, Chairman, presiding 

   Councillors R Pagett; D Hillman; C Hillman; A Banks; C Bridgeman;                   

   L Emmanuel; L Harris; S Smith 

 

In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO 

   Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer 
 

 

Declaration of Interest 

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 

the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book 

provided. Resolved to note that Miss H Roberts declared an interest in item 8b. Resolved that 

Miss H Roberts leave the meeting for the duration of this item. 

 

1. Apologies for absence: 

 Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillor G Watkins; K Jones and T 

 McKnight 

 

2. Correspondence: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

a) Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council – (for information) 

i Letter confirmation regarding Town Council’s response to draft Well-being plan. 

 Members thanked Councillors G Watkins, A Banks and D Hillman for their hard work in 

 compiling the response on behalf of the Town Council. 

 Resolved to note the information received and that copies of the responses were 

 distributed to members. 
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Ii Letter informing of grant received from Cllr L Winnett. 
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 Resolved to note the information received. 

Iii        E-mail consultation regarding the Community Asset Transfer of Senior Citizens Hall, Pump 

 Street, Blaina.  

 Members also discussed the Town Council’s ownership of the band’s instruments. 

 Resolved to support the application of the Community Asset Transfer by Blaina and 

 Further Resolved to agenda the Town Council’s ownership of band instruments for a 

 future  meeting. 

b) Linc Care – Llys Yr Efail Sheltered Housing – (for information) 

 E-mail invitation to Members in respect of 30th Anniversary of the opening of Llys-Yr-Efail 

 Members were informed that further communication revealed that the invitation was 

 primarily for Blaenau Gwent Ward members. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

c) Welsh Government – (for information) 

 Update informing of new Welsh Taxes. 

 Resolved to note the information received and further resolved that Welsh Government 

 be contacted once again regarding previous queries. 

d) One Voice Wales – (for information) 

 E-mail regarding Bee Friendly scheme. 

 Members demonstrated an interest in this scheme and discussed various options but 

 acknowledged there could be legal implications which would need to be fully considered.  

 Resolved to note the information received and Further Resolved that this be submitted as 

 an agenda item for consideration at a Town Council meeting. 

e) Future Generations Commissioner for Wales 

 E-mail informing of Future Generations Framework. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

f) Aneurin Bevan University Health Board – (for information): 

 Notice informing of local meeting to discuss health services. 

 Resolved to note the information received and Further Resolved that Councillors D 

 Hillman and C Hillman would be attending this event. 

g) Local Democracy & Boundary Commission for Wales – (for information) 

 Review of electoral arrangements for Blaenau Gwent. 

 Members were informed that a copy of Appendix A was available from the Town Clerk. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 
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Additional correspondence received with permission of the Chairman: 



 
 

h) Welsh Government – (for information): 

 Memorandum of Understanding stating that Burial authorities in Wales would not charge 

 any fees in relation to the standard burial or cremation of a child. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

i) Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospital Charity – (for information) 

 Thank you letter and certificate in respect of donation received. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

j) Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council – (for information): 

 Information that tickets for the Dragons Rugby match to be held 23rd February 2018 at 

Eugene  Cross Park, Ebbw Vale were available at a cost of £5 each. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

 

3. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

 Members were also reminded of the previous decision to set three levels of grant aid i.e. 

 £30.00; £65.00 and £100.00 

a) Nantyglo Action Group  

 Resolved that a donation of £100 be made 

b) Tenovus Cancer Care  

 Resolved that no donation be made. 

c) Teenage Cancer Trust  

 Resolved that a donation of £65 be made 

 

4. Member Vacancies: 

 Members were informed that in light of the recently advertised vacancies, two applications 

 had been received for consideration in respect of co-option.  Members were informed that 

 there was currently one vacancy. 

• Emma Morgan 

• Julie Paget  

 Resolved that the Town Clerk and Assistant Officer and Councillors R Pagett and L Harris 

 act as ‘tellers’ for this purpose and Further Resolved that Emma Morgan be co-opted as a 

 member of Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council for the Nantyglo Ward.   

 Proposed and resolved that Julie Paget’s application be retained and submitted for 

 Council’s consideration should a further vacancy arise. 
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5. Risk Management Policy 2018/19: 

 Members were informed member that additional copies of Social Media policies are 

 available.  

 Members considered the Risk Management Policy for 2018/19 and made the following 

 comments for amendment/inclusion:  

• Page 2: Risk Identification 

Paragraph 1 to include: …and the possibility of additional work incurred by the Town 

Council as a result of services devolved from BGCBC 

• Page 2: Financial Matters 

It was clarified that explanations of all variances greater than 10% included each 

financial category, not just the expenditure as a whole. 

• Page 2: Security 

Subject to a member’s query regarding the installation of CCTV cameras on the 

stairs of Blaina Institute.  The Town Clerk to check to see if the CCTV was 

operational. 

• Page 3: Health & Safety 

Members discussed the practicality of protective clothing when inspecting Salem 

Chapel in order to reduce any possible risk associated with dry rot. 

Staff work to best practice but a specific lone working policy for Town Council was 

being compiled. 

Paragraph 1 to include: An appointment of another member of staff has lessened the 

risk of lone working. 

• Page 4: Economic Risks 

Members were informed that economic risk in relation to Salem Chapel was still 

being discussed with the Charter Group and the Town Council would be updated on 

such development as appropriate. 

• Page 4: Technological Risk 

Members were informed that Council had previously resolved that IT could be 

upgraded and that this could be implemented during the forthcoming financial year.. 

• Page 4: Legislative/Regulatory Risk 

Paragraph 2 to include: Members of the Council and the Town Council as a whole 

are required to act in a responsible manner. 

• Page 5 

Second sentence to include: …if carried out in an unlawful/irresponsible manner. 

 

Councillor C Bridgeman left the meeting at this juncture. 

 

• Page 7 

Line 6 to include:…invoices…in a locked cupboard 

• Page 7: Liability 

To include at the end of the paragraph: It was confirmed that members are insured 

for low level litter-picking, i.e. risk assessments to be undertaken and litter picking 

should not be carried out on main roads. 
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 Resolved that the recommendation of the Risk Management Policy be approved subject 

 to amendments listed. 

6. General Data Protection Regulation: 

 Members were invited to consider the legal guidance in relation to the General Data 

 Protection Regulation. 

 It was explained that a Data Protection Officer would be required, which cannot be a 

 member of Town Council staff.  The possibility of utilising Blaenau Gwent CBC’s appointed 

 officer for this purpose was discussed, although further advice will be sought from the 

 Internal Auditor and the GDPR Officer in Blaenau Gwent of how the service/role could be 

 provided and compliant. 

 Resolved that further information would be provided when received.  

 

7. Salem Chapel: 

 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:  

• January 2018  

 Resolved that the report be approved. 

  

8. Confidential Information: 

 The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 

 and were therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 

 Meetings Act 1960) 
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