NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU

Mrs T Hughes — Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN

Tel: 01495 292817  e-mail: clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 14t" October 2019

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend

Present: Councillor K Jones, Acting Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes

Committee
Councillors C Bridgeman; G Watkins; K Treharne; L Harris; R Abbas;
D Hillman & C Hillman

In attendance Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO

In the absence of the Chairman of the Finance & general Purposes Committee it was Proposed,
Seconded and Resolved that Councillor K Jones act as Chairman for this committee meeting.

Declaration of Interest

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book
provided. Resolved to note that no such declarations were received.

1.

Apologies for absence:

Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to
accept.

Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors G Morvan; K Jenkins;
T McKnight and Miss H Roberts.

Further Resolved to accept the apologies received.

Correspondence:
Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s
permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.

One Voice Wales — (for information)

E-mail in respect of motions submitted for conference 2019:
A member stated that he was not happy with the response received from One Voice Wales.

Resolved that the Lyn Cadwallader, CEO for One Voice Wales be invited to a meeting with
the Town Council together with a representative from Tredegar Town Council.
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b)

E-mail — message from OVW Chief Executive:

Members commented that it was important that OVW ensured that there would not be any
disruption to service whatever the personal circumstances of its officers. The Town Clerk
informed that she had not personally noted any disruption to the service offered by OVW
(except for the issue of the motion) during this time.

Resolved to note the information received.

Gwent Valleys Area Committee Meeting15" October 2019 — Agenda & minutes:

Resolved that Councillor Abbas attend the meeting due to the apologies given by
Councillor Morvan. Further Resolved to note the information received.

Larger Local Councils Committee Meeting 16" October 2019 — Agenda & Minutes:

It was commented that the minutes did not include any comments or statements in relation
to the motions invited for consideration at the 2019 OVW conference.

It was queried as to how many representatives can a Town / Community Council appoint to
the Larger Local Councils Committee as the minutes state that many Councils had more
than one Member in attendance.

Resolved to note the information received and Further Resolved to query the number of
representatives that can attend the meeting.

September 2019 News Bulletin:

NALC'’s legal view regarding the quorum of a meeting was clarified as one third of the total
number of total number of council seats (not the current seats filled). In respect of Nantyglo
and Blaina Town Council this clarifies the quorum for all Council & Committee meetings
(whereby the membership includes all Members/seats) as being six.

Mention was also given to the Environment Wales Act 2016 which requires a Town /
Community Council to prepare and publish a plan setting out what it proposes to do to
comply with the duty to maintain and enhance biodiversity within their current work areas.
The Town Clerk informed that this requirement would be addressed within the ongoing
Council Action Plan when the guidance was received.

Resolved to note the information received.

Aneurin Bevan University Health Board — (for information):

E-mail re: Invitation to a Community Network event on 215t November 2019.
Councillors D & C Hillman informed that they would be attending this event.

Resolved to note the information received.

Nantyglo Action Group— (for information):

Letter received via e-mail providing acknowledgment and thanks in respect of the recent
financial donation received.

Resolved to note the information received.
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f)

Les James (Chartist Magazine) — (for information):

Copy of Chartism e-Mag (no.17)

Resolved to note the information received.

Gwent Neighbourhood Police — (for information):

Notification and details of local Police Surgeries to be held in Nantyglo and Blaina.

Members were reminded that any Member can attend the surgeries in their capacity as
Town Councillor as a representative of the Town Council. It was commented that some of
the locations for the surgeries could pose issues or confidentiality.

Members agreed that it was good practice to engage with the local community in as many
ways as possible. It was acknowledged that many Members already engaged with the local
community in this way.

Resolved to note the information received.

Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council — (for information):

Members were informed that a copy of the Annual Report — Aneurin Bevan Community
Health Council is placed in the Council Chamber for Members’ information.

It was noted that Councillors D & C Hillman attended the meeting.

Resolved to note the information received.

Additional correspondence received with permission of the Chairman:

9)

h)

Donna Wallbank — Brynmawr and Coed Cae Interact Club — (for information):

Invitation to all Members to a film premiere about ‘Mental Health’ made by Brynmawr and
Coed Cae Interact Club members. This was to take place at the Market Hall Cinema at
3.15pm on Tuesday 22" October 2019.

Resolved to note the information received.

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council:

A ‘My Services BGCBC App’ briefing session was available for Members to attend at the
Civic Centre, Ebbw Vale on Thursday 17" October at 10am.

Resolved that Blaenau Gwent CBC'’s offer of a training session in November be taken due
to the unavailability of most Members on 17t October 2019.

Steve Jones, Nantyglo — Local Photographer — (for information):

Steve Jones, a local photographer from Nantyglo was exhibiting photographs of old
Nantyglo, Blaina and Brynmawr at Blaina Community Centre on Saturday 9" November
between 12 noon and 5pm.

It was also noted that a craft fair was to be held in St Peter’'s Church on this date also.

Resolved to note the information received.
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Blaina Community Centre:

The Town Council was invited to attend and participate at an awareness/information day at
Blaina Community Centre on Saturday 9" November between 12 noon and 6pm.

Members discussed the importance of the Town Council participating in such events and a
number of Members confirmed that they would be in attendance so that a table in respect of
the Town Council information can be available at this event.

Resolved that the Town Council participate in the event.

Llys Nant y Mynydd — (for information):

Members were informed of a food co-op to be held every Friday at Llys Nant y
Mynydd, Hospital Road, Nantyglo.

Resolved to note the information received and Further Resolved that the poster be
distributed to all Members.

One Voice Wales:

Survey in respect of the sector’s use of digital mechanisms to engage, meet and share
information with communities.

Resolved that the Town Clerk completes the survey on behalf of the Town Council.

Application to the Community Grant Fund:

Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s
permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
Members were also reminded of that applications will need to be considered in conjunction
with the current policy.

None received to date.

Resolved accordingly.

Member Vacancies — Nantyglo Ward (1) and Blaina Ward (2):

Members were informed that one application has been received for consideration for co-
option in respect for the above vacancies. Members were reminded that in line with the
Council’s Standing Orders, the co-option would be determined via a secret ballot whereby
no discussion would take place.

Thomas David James — Nantyglo ward

It was Resolved that the Town Clerk and Councillors R Abbas and C Bridgeman act as
‘tellers’ for the purpose of the secret ballot.

Unanimously Resolved that Mr Thomas David James be co-opted as a Town Councillor
for the Nantyglo ward.
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Town Council Website:

Members were informed that following recent enquiries and discussions, the current format
of the Town Council’s website does not support pictures and photographs etc. information
had been sought from the Town Council’'s website and e-mail provider, Vision ICT for
Members consideration regarding upgrading of the Council’s current website.

The Town Clerk informed that the cost of £650 was the total annual charge for the hosting
of the website and that the current charge was £500. A Member commented that he had
viewed the listed website for comparison and that it was a good example of a modern and
informative website. The Town Clerk informed Members that Vision ICT had always
provided excellent service both for the current website and the e-mail hosting and that this
could be classed as a specialist service. A price for comparison was sought in respect of
Attic Web Designs (Tredegar) who provide the website for Tredegar Town Council. The
price for this was comparable to the price quoted by Vision ICT although there was a
prospective issue regarding payments with the company (requesting on-line payments
only).

Resolved that the website be upgraded with Vision ICT at a cost of £650 total per year.

Council Meeting at Nantyglo Ward:

Members previously resolved that a forthcoming meeting of the Town Council be held at
Chapel Road OAP Hall Nantyglo. Following enquiries, this venue was not available on
either Monday or Tuesday evenings. Members were informed that Coed Cae Community
Centre, Nantyglo would be available on a Monday evening during the month of November
at a cost of £10 per hour.

Members agreed that it was good practice for the Council to hold a number of meetings in
the Nantyglo ward. A suggestion was put forward in respect of holding the meeting at Llys
Nant y Mynydd, Nantyglo. Councillor Abbas offered to contact LIys Nant y Mynydd to query
if the Full Council meeting in November could take place there.

Resolved that Councillor Abbas contact Llys Nant y Mynydd to enquire about holding the
Full Council meeting there in November 2019.

Removal and Re-siting of Flagpoles from outside of Blaina District Office.

The Town Clerk informed that she had contacted a number of officers at Blaenau Gwent
CBC regarding the flagpoles and had been informed that the flagpoles were still situated
outside the Former District Office. It was also confirmed that the land the flagpoles were
situated on belonged to Blaenau Gwent CBC and had NOT been sold. The land to the side
of the building had not been sold and would remain as car parking spaces.

The Town Clerk had made a request to Blaenau Gwent CBC that the flagpoles be retained
and re-sited within Nantyglo and that Blaenau Gwent CBC removes the flagpoles, make
good the area; store the flagpoles and then re-site at locations within Nantyglo and Blaina.
The request has not yet been met due to the officer (at Blaenau Gwent CBC) illness
although communication was ongoing.

Resolved to note the information received.
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10.

11.

Forthcoming Events:

Members were informed of the forthcoming events. These events would be discussed in
detail at the forthcoming Events Committee meeting.

Civic Sunday — 20" October 2019 at Wesley Church, Nantyglo at 3pm
Remembrance Sunday Parade — Sunday 10" November 2019
Christmas Carol Concerts with local primary Schools — November 2019
Christmas Fun Nights at Nantyglo and Blaina — December 2019

Resolved to note the information received.

Town Council Office — Opening Hours:

Members were informed that following discussions with both the Town Mayor and the
Leader of the Council, it has been agreed that the Town Council Offices would NOT be
open to the public on Wednesday afternoons between 1.00pm and 3.00pm. The Town
Clerk would still be available to the public by both telephone and e-mail. This decision had
been taken for safety reasons in respect of lone working safety.

Whilst acknowledging the issue of safety, a number of Members stated that this issue
should have been discussed with the Personnel Committee and not agended for discussion
at this meeting.

Members considered the issue of safety and commented that the Town Council Offices
should be open to the public as often as possible and suggested a number of other possible
practical solutions for consideration such as: CCTV; an intercom system or the change of
hours worked by the Assistant Officer.

Resolved that the issue be discussed at a meeting of the Personnel Committee and
Further Resolved that the Town Council Offices remain closed to the public at the
aforementioned time and day for the time being.

Salem Chapel:

Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:
September 2019
Resolved that the report be approved.

Confidential Information:
The following item(s) may contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature

and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission
to Meetings Act 1960)
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12.

Additional Information:

Councillor Jones informed that a large proportion of street lights did not appear to be
working in High street, Blaina.

Resolved that the Town Clerk inform the relevant department at Blaenau Gwent CBC of
this issue.
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