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Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on  

Monday 9th September 2019 

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 
 

Present:  Councillor G Morvan, Chair of Finance & General Purposes Committee 
   Councillors C Bridgeman; K Jones; G Watkins; L Harris; D Hillman; C Hillman; 
   K Jenkins; R Abbas and T McKnight 
 
In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO 
 
 
Declaration of Interest 
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book 
provided. Resolved to note that no such declarations were received. 
 
1. Apologies for absence: 
 Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to 
 accept. 
 Resolved to note that apologies were received from Miss H Roberts. 
 Further Resolved to accept the apologies received. 
 
2. Correspondence: 
 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 
 permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

a) One Voice Wales – (for information) 

i Training Finder for September to December 2019. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

ii Gwent Valleys Area Committee and AGM 30th July 2019 – Minutes. Members were also 
 informed that a hard copy of the presentation given by Nick Thomas-Symonds MP in 
 respect of Industrial Heritage was placed in the Council Chamber for Members information. 

 Councillors G Morvan and K Jenkins attended this meeting as the Town Council 
 representatives. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 
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iii  E-mail informing of the Older People’s Commissioner for Wales Impact and Reach Report 
 2018/19. Members were informed that a hard copy of the report was placed in the Council 
 Chamber for Members information. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

iv  August 2019 News Bulletin 

 It was noted that the project implemented by Blaenavon Town Council was positive project 
 for their area and that the Town Clerk (Blaenavon) had offered to speak to the Town 
 Council regarding the project.  

 Resolved to note the information received and Further Resolved to contact the Town 
 Clerk (Blaenavon) to request that he attend a future meeting of the Town Council as a 
 guest speaker in relation to the Well-being project currently being undertaken. 

v) One Voice Wales Conference & agenda. 

 Members were informed that there had still not been any decision received from One Voice 
 Wales in respect of the motions put forward for consideration at this year’s conference. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

b) Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council – (for information): 

i  Minutes of the Quarterly Consultation with Town / Community Councils held on 12th June 
 2019. 

 Members were informed that the Head of Planning, Mr Steve Smith would provide an 
 update in respect of the Planning Department at the next Quarterly Liaison Meeting with 
 Blaenau Gwent CBC which was to be held on 18th September 2019. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

ii Details of the Blaenau Gwent CBC (Public Service Board) 50+ Forum and International Day 
 of Older Persons event on 1st October 2019. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

iii The first Annual Report re: The Blaenau Gwent We Want has been published and (due to 
 its size) a hard copy has placed on the Council Chamber for Members information or visit 
 the link for the electronic version:  www.blaenaugwentpsb.org.uk/news/annualreport2019.aspx  

 Councillors C & D Hillman informed that they attended the event. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

c) Aneurin Bevan University Health Board – (for information): 

 Your Local Health News (August 2019) 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

d) BGfm– (for information): 

 E-mail acknowledgment and thanks in respect of the recent financial donation received. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 
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e) Noah’s Ark Children’s Hospital Charity – (for information): 

 Summer / Autumn 2019 newsletter placed in the Council Chamber for Members 
 information. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

 
3. Decisions taken under delegated powers during August 2019:  

a) Reappointment of the Internal Auditor: 

 Members previously resolved to reappoint the Mr Stuart Bees as the Internal Auditor for the 
 financial year 2019/20. Confirmation has since been received that the annual fee of the 
 Internal Auditor has increased by £20 (1.8%) in order to cover cost increases.  

 Resolved that the increase in fee for 2019/20 of £20 be accepted. 

 Resolved to note that Council supported delegated decisions taken. 

  

4. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 
 permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 
 Members were also reminded of that applications will need to be considered in conjunction 
 with the current policy. 

a) Nantyglo Action Group. 

 Resolved that a donation of £100.00 be made. 

5. Forthcoming Events: 

 Members were informed of the forthcoming and recent events and a verbal update was 
 provided: 

• Merchant Navy Day and Nantyglo & Blaina In Bloom presentation event – Tuesday 3rd 
September 2019 at the Council Chamber / Blaina Town Square. 
 
Members agreed that this was a very successful combined event which was well attended 
by a number of dignitaries such as the Mrs Susan Gwyer-Roberts (Deputy Lord Lieutenant) 
and Dame Claire Clancy (High Sheriff of Gwent) together with elected Members; local 
Clergy and local residents. The Town Mayor, Councillor Ken Jones was complimented on 
his hosting of the event. 
A Member stated that in addition to hosting the Nantyglo and Blaina In Bloom event, the 
local area would benefit from the Town Council helping to visually improve the area. 
 

• Civic Sunday – 20th October 2019 at St Anne’s Church, Nantyglo. 
This service would also include a dedication of the Memorial Bench erected in Nantyglo by 
the Town Council. A Member informed that some members of the public had inspected the 
bench and taken photos of it. 
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• Remembrance Sunday Parade – Sunday 10th November 2019. 
This service would also include a dedication of the Memorial Bench erected in Blaina by the 
Town Council. 

• Christmas Fun Nights at Nantyglo and Blaina – December 2019. 

 A Task and Finish Group meeting was being arranged in respect of the Christmas events. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

 

6. Salem Chapel: 

 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection reports and queries were invited:  

• July 2019  

 Resolved that the report be accepted. 

• August 2019  

 Resolved that the report be accepted. 

 

7. Confidential Information: 
 The following item(s) may contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature 
 and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 
 Meetings Act 1960) 
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