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Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 13th May 

2019. 
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 

 
 Present:  Councillor K Jones, Chairman 
    Councillors C Bridgeman; G Watkins; R Abbas; L Harris; C Hillman;  

K Jenkins; T McKnight; K Jones 
 
 In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO 
    Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer 
 
In the absence of the Chairman, it was Proposed and Resolved that Councillor K Jones perform 
the role of Chairman. 
 
Declaration of Interest 
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the 
book provided. Resolved that Councillor T McKnight declare an interest in Item 3a.  Further 
Resolved that Councillor McKnight remain in the Chamber but not take part in any discussion. 
 
1. Apologies for absence: 

Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence received and to formally 
resolve to accept. 

Resolved that apologies were received from Councillors G Morvan, R Pagett, E Morgan 
and K Treharne. 
 
Further Resolved to accept apologies. 
 

2. Correspondence: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 
 permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting  
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a) Information Commissioner’s Office 

 GDPR – One Year on. 

A member commented that they respect the information that was given and the 
Commissioner’s comments, however, thought the format inappropriate and a waste of ink. 

The Clerk mentioned that it was a judgement call what would be included in an agenda and 
that this was the only format available to present this information to members. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

b) Citizens Advice, Caerphilly & Blaenau Gwent 

 Information regarding contact details and opening hours for Blaenau Gwent Citizens Advice 
 from April 2019. 

Members were informed that both Councillor K Jones and the Town Clerk had met with a 
representative from the Citizens Advice Bureau.  It was noted that there was no outreach 
for the Nantyglo and Blaina area and it was hoped that a space in Blaina could be provided 
to offer such a service.  Members suggested suitable locations within Nantyglo and Blaina 
in that included doctors’ surgeries, local library and community centre. 

Members were informed that representatives from Citizens Advice Bureau were invited to 
the Annual Meeting. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

 

c) One Voice Wales  

 Welcome letter in respect of Membership of One Voice Wales for 2019/20.  

 Resolved to note the information received.  

 

d) Blaina Heritage Action Group  

 Letter of confirmation and thanks in respect of the recent financial donation. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

 

e) Blaina Institute Modern Dance Club  

 Letter of confirmation and thanks in respect of recent financial donation. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

 

Additional correspondence received with the permission of the Chairman: 

 

f) Aberystruth Historical and Archaeological Society 

 Letter of confirmation and thanks in respect of recent financial donation. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 
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g) Blaenau Gwent Rhythm and Ukes 

 Letter of confirmation and thanks in respect of recent financial donation. 

Resolved to note the information received. 

 

3. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 

 Members are invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 
 permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 
 Members are also reminded of that applications will need to be considered in conjunction 
 with the current policy. 

a) Coed Cae Interact Club 
Councillor T McKnight declared an interest in this item.  Resolved that Councillor McKnight 
remain in the Chamber but not take part in any discussion. 

 
Resolved that a donation of £100  be given. 

 
Councillor R Abbas left the Chamber at this juncture.  

 
b) GAVO Blaenau Gwent Volunteer Centre 

 
Councillor R Abbas re-joined the meeting at this juncture. 
 

Resolved that this request be deferred to the Events Committee. 
 

4. Blaenau Gwent Volunteer Achievement Awards: 
Members were invited to consider the requests made by GAVO in respect of the 
forthcoming Volunteer Achievement Awards. Members were informed that a copy of the 
Town Council’s grant application form and policy had been sent to GAVO. 
 
Members raised concerns with the amounts requested noting that they were requesting a 
lot of money from a deprived area.  Members suggested that they should look for 
sponsorship and grant aid from businesses.  It was Proposed and Resolved that this item 
be deferred to the Events Committee for further discussion and consideration. 

 
5. Salem Chapel: 
 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:  

• April 2019 

Members were informed that Mr R Dunham had been approached in respect of the 
guttering at Salem Chapel.  Members were informed that when Mr Dunham would be able 
to acquire the appropriate machinery and equipment, he would assess the situation. 

 Resolved that the report for April 2019 be approved.  
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6. Payments to Members of Community and Town Councils: 
 Members were invited to consider and discuss the information, advice and good practice 

recommendations provided by One Voice Wales in respect of implementing the 
Determinations of the Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales. 

 Members attention was drawn to point 9, in which the advice is now that the basic £150 
allowance available to all Members is taxable.  

 Also attached for consideration was a template form in respect of Members Allowances. 
 
 Point 9 was highlighted for members, many of the members felt that this was inevitable and 

were reminded that this would have to go through the payroll system. The template form 
which was shown to members included an opting out of payment section should any 
member not wish to claim their remuneration.   

 
 Members were reminded that the allowance was for consumables and that ideally the 

money should not be used for charitable donations.  
 
 In the ‘about’ section of One Voice Wales, a member felt that some of the information 

stated could be utilised and tailored for a mission statement in respect of the Town 
Council’s Action Plan.   
 
Resolved to note the information received. 

 
7. Motions for 2019 Annual General Meeting: 
 Members were invited to propose a maximum of two motions for debate at the One Voice 

Wales AGM on Saturday 5th October 2019. 

A member commented on this item, highlighting that membership of One Voice Wales is for 
all members however queries could only be answered or directed through the Clerk or the 
Chair.  It was queried whether this was appropriate as it would not be in the best interest of 
all political groups or individuals.  Members felt that One Voice Wales was the body which 
represented the Council and that its cost was not justified when its members could not 
access their services.  Members were informed that both the proposed and seconder would 
have to be available for this meeting.  

Members were informed that Councillor G Morvan was the representative. 

 
 Resolved that this motion be submitted to the One Voice Wales Annual General Meeting 

2019. 
  

8. Confidential Information: 

The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 
and is  therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission 
to Meetings Act 1960). 
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