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Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 8th April 

2019. 
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 

 
 Present:  Councillor G Morvan, Chairman 

Councillors R Abbas; L Harris; D Hillman; C Hillman; K Jenkins;  
E Morgan; K Jones 

 
 In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO 
    Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer 
Declaration of Interest 
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the 
book provided. Resolved that none were received. 
 
1. Apologies for absence: 

Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence received and to formally 
resolve to accept. 

Resolved that apologies were received from Councillors K Treharne; G Watkins; R Pagett; 
C Bridgeman and T McKnight. 
 
Further Resolved to accept apologies. 

2. Correspondence: 
 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 
 permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting  

a) Swansea Building Society  

i Information in respect of the Annual General Meeting. 

Members were informed that the Town Council was classed as a ‘Corporate Saver’ so 
would not be eligible to vote in the AGM. 

A member queried the address details as Swansea Building Society was continuing to use 
the previous address of the Town Council.  Members were informed that this had been 
arranged several times, however it had not been changed by Swansea Building Society 
themselves. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

177 (18/19) 



b) Seafarers UK 

i Request in respect of the Merchant Navy Day on 3rd September 2019. 

Members were reminded that the Town Council possess a Red Ensign flag.  Members 
commented that they think this would a good opportunity for a flag raising event, however 
thought that this would be more appropriately discussed in an Events Committee meeting. 

 Resolved that this item be deferred to the Events Committee. 

 

c) Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council 

i Details of a free event being held re: Co-investing in business (regional & development) and 
 Innovation for Sustainable Growth. 

Members commented that this was good for the town, but that this type of event would be 
more appropriate for businesses rather than the Town Council. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

ii E-mail providing further details in respect of Acid Attack Kits. 

Members were informed that there were 7 licensed premises in Nantyglo and Blaina (6 in 
Blaina, 1 in Nantyglo).  The cost of the kits would be £60.  A member suggested that the 
Town Council could help a licensed premise by contributing towards purchasing a kit.  A 
member additionally commented that this should not just be limited to licensed premises 
only and that supermarkets should also be considered as they sell domestic cleaning 
products which could be used maliciously.  Members discussed this item and thought that it 
would be appropriate to address licensees initially.  Members were informed of a meeting 
that would take place on 17th April 2019 in respect of this item and Proposed that any 
action would be sought after this time and not before. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

iii  E-mail response as to the locations of the Public Services Board Well-being Roadshows. 

A member commented that in the past that there had been issues of holding events in the 
area of Nantyglo and Blaina due to a lack of congregational space, however it was 
commented that the Co-Operative Shop would be suitable.  Members informed the Town 
Clerk that they wished for this issue to be raised in the next Town and Community Council 
workshop. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

iv  E-mail informing of the date as to a proposed meeting between BGCBC and all 
 Town/Community Clerks and forward notice of the next workshop meeting and Consultation 
 meeting. 

Members were informed that this meeting was for Town Clerks only and that the Town 
Clerk would be attending. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 
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v E-mail invitation to an ‘Organising an Event’ to be held on 14th May 2019. 

Members discussed and agreed that the Vice Chair of the Events Committee and one other 
member attend the event. 

 Resolved that Councillors T McKnight and E Morgan attend the event if possible. 

d) One Voice Wales 

 Consultation re: Consideration of proposals to amend the Public Audit Wales Act 2013  

The Town Clerk briefly explained to members how the fee charging regime works.  
Members were informed that the paperwork for the Audit 2018/19 had been received.  The 
Town Clerk informed members that there had been over charges from the Wales Audit 
Office to some town and community councils during the last two years which would be 
refunded.  Members were informed that if there were no issues raised, that the external 
audit process has usually cost approximately £300. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

Additional correspondence received with the permission of the Chairman: 

 

e) Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council 

i Response from Head of Legal and Corporate Compliance in respect of IT equipment. 

Councillor Morvan reminded members of the history of this item and continued to read the 
response.  The summary was that the wording in the agreement was a grammatical error.  
Members requested that advice be sought from Le Gros solicitors in respect of this item.  
The Town Clerk informed members that if they wished to pursue this issue that they would 
have to weigh up the legal costs and what could be gained from this pursual. Another 
member queried whether this could be pursued through a small claims court.  

 Resolved that the Town Clerk seeks advice from the Town Council’s solicitors. 

 

ii. Community Asset Transfer, Sports Facilities, April 2019 

 A member requested that a list be given to every member. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

f) One Voice Wales 

 Larger Local Councils Committee Agenda 

 Councillor Morvan informed members that he would be attending this meeting. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

g) Llangollen Eisteddfod 2019 

Letter of thanks in respect of recent donation. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 
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181. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 

Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 
permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 
Members were also reminded of that applications would need to be considered in 
conjunction with the current policy. 

a) None received to date. 
 

Resolved accordingly. 
 

4. Member Vacancy: 
 Members were informed that the Member Vacancy in respect of the Nantyglo Ward had
 been advertised for co-option. 
 Resolved to note the information received. 

 
5. Salem Chapel: 
 Members are invited to consider the attached inspection report:  

• March 2019 

A member queried the superficial damage on the rear door and members were informed 
that it was a hairline fracture, but nothing to worry about.  A member expressed concerns in 
respect of the drainage during heavy rain.  Members were informed that this was likely due 
to the pitch of the roof. 

Resolved that the inspection report for March 2019 be accepted.  Further Resolved that 
Mr R Dunham be contacted for advice in respect of drainage/roof of Salem Chapel. 

 
6. Update in respect of recent Joint Committee of Local Councils Meeting: 
 Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman to provide an update of this consultation meeting held 

on Wednesday 27th March 2019. 
 
 Councillor D Hillman informed members that Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council, 

Brynmawr Town Council and Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council were in attendance.  A 
proposal that the hosting council would chair the meeting was turned down.  Members 
were informed that Councillor Matthew Morgan acted as Chair, Councillor D Hillman Vice 
Chair and Mr R Gwinnell was Clerk for this meeting.    The Town Clerk additionally gave a 
brief history of this group. 

 
 Members were informed that this was a frustrating meeting and that there were a lot of 

discussions of issues from the past.  Members were informed that it was requested that 
each Town and Community Council pay £200 a year to be part of the conglomerate, it was 
queried what would be had from that payment.  It was noted that there was money left from 
the previous meeting of the JCLC and that Mr Gwinnell would investigate this.  Members 
were informed of items that were raised in this meeting including issues with highways and 
Welsh Government.   
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 It was noted that members of the JCLC did not feel that the Principal Council was adhering 
to the Charter.  It was suggested that there would be a calendar of events to avoid clashes 
between events throughout the borough.    

 
 Members were informed that the next meeting would take place on 17th April 2019. 
 

Resolved to note the information received. 
 
7. Meeting Dates in April and May: 
 Due to some meeting dates falling on Bank Holiday dates, Members were reminded that 

the dates the following meetings have changed as per the previous resolutions by Council: 
• Full Council Meeting will take place on Tuesday 30th April 2019  
• Annual Meeting of the Council will take place on Tuesday 21st May 2019. 

Resolved to note the information received. 

  

8. Confidential Information: 

 The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 
 and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 
 Meetings Act 1960) 
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