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Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 11th March 
2019. 

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 
 
 Present:  Councillor G Morvan, Chairman 

Councillors C Bridgeman; K Jones; G Watkins; R Abbas; L Harris; D 
Hillman; C Hillman; K Jenkins; T McKnight 

 
 In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO 
    Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer 
 
Declaration of Interest 
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book 
provided.  Resolved that Councillors C Hillman, D Hillman and L Harris declared an interest in 
Item 9e. 
 
1. Apologies for absence: 

Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence received and to formally 
resolve to accept. 

Resolved that apologies were received from Councillor R Pagett 
Further Resolved to accept apologies. 
 

2. Correspondence: 
 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 
 permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting  

a) One Voice Wales 

i OVW Innovative Practice & National Awards Conference 2019. 

A member queried whether the Town Council would be able to nominate for an award.  
Members were informed that nominations have already taken place and that it would be 
best to look for next year in respect of awards and nominations. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 
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b) Aneurin Bevan University Health Board  

I Local Health News 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

c) Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council 

I E-mail response from Mr M Perry, Service Manager in respect of side waste enforcement. 

Members were pleased that the complaint was noted and felt that it was important that the 
letter for the public was refined.  Members queried how this situation was being policed in 
communal tenancies where one waste area is used for all tenants, members were 
concerned that this allows individuals to take advantage of the system.  A member was 
concerned with additional bins not being collected but was informed that advice and further 
information could be sought from the Principal Authority.  A member felt that problems with 
this issue lay in the lack of education surrounding the issue and that there was no inference 
in the letter that individuals who were not complying would receive the support and 
education.  Members felt that this highlights the flaws in the current system.   

The Town Clerk informed members that an email address for complaints and queries which 
was circulated several months ago would be checked and re-circulated amongst members. 

Resolved that the comments would be passed on to Blaenau Gwent County Borough 
Council.  

 

Ii         BG We Want – poster informing of the Blaenau Gwent Well-being Road Show 

Members were disappointed that there were no events in Nantyglo or Blaina. 

Resolved that this comment be passed on to Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council. 

Additional correspondence received with the permission of the Chairman: 

d) Gwent Archives 

 Poster in respect of ‘Public Health Care in Monmouthshire: A Historical Perspective’ 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

 

e) Wales Air Ambulance 

 Thank you letter in respect of the recent donation to Wales Air Ambulance. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

 

f) Llys y Capel 

 An invitation for the Mayor to attend Llys y Capel’s tenants’ coffee and catch up meeting. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

 

156 (18/19) 



 

3. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 
 permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 
 Members were also reminded of that applications will need to be considered in conjunction 
 with the current policy. 

a) None received to date. 
 

Resolved accordingly. 
 
4. Grants Policy: 
 Members were invited to consider the attached Grants Policy and application form for the 
 financial year 2019/20. 
 

Members were informed that it was a statutory requirement to review this policy on an 
annual basis.  Councillor D Hillman thanked the Task and Finish Group for their work on 
this policy. 
 
Members felt that this policy was fit for purpose and were informed that this was advertised 
on the Town Council’s website.  Members were informed that every letter received in the 
traditional style of grant requests are sent an application and guidance notes on how to fill 
in the application form.  Members were reminded that legislation dictates what can be 
awarded and to whom.  
 
Members requested to make the following amendments: 
Page 4 – change to ‘group of individuals’ 
Page 6 – to include ‘Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council 
Page 7 – to include ‘application packs’  
 
Resolved that the Grants Policy and application be accepted with amendments for the 
financial year 2019/2020. 

 
5. Independent Remuneration for Wales – Annual Report 2019 / 20: 
 Members were invited to consider the attached report. 
 

Page 40, 13.4 – A member commented that Councillors are no longer considered 
volunteers and must abide by the same rules as Local Government. 
 
A member queried whether their remuneration could be given to charity and it was advised 
that they could donate money as an individual but not have their remuneration cheque paid 
to the charity directly in lieu of the member. 
 
Page 43 – The Town Clerk confirmed that there was an official expense form in place 
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Page 45, Determination 47 – Members were reminded that the payment to the Chair was 
not a personal remuneration but for performing the role.  Members were informed that every 
Civic year, the Town Mayor would be given guidelines. 
 
Page 48, 13.38 – It was confirmed that members would only receive their remuneration if 
they had fulfilled their duties including attending meetings as specified by legislation. 
 
Members were informed that a full report was available in the Council Chambers. 

 
 Resolved to accept the Remuneration for Wales annual report 2019/20. 
 
6. Declaration of Vacancy: 

Members were informed that the Declaration of Vacancy in respect of the Nantyglo Ward 
had been advertised as required. 
 
Resolved to note the information received. 

  
7. Salem Chapel: 
 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:  

• February 2019 
No queries were received from members. 

 Resolved that the inspection report for February 2019 be approved. 

 
8. Update in respect of recent workshop with Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council: 
 Councillors R Abbas, D Hillman and C Hillman to provide an update of this workshop held 

on Wednesday 27th February 2019. 
 
 Councillor D Hillman gave members an overview of this workshop. 
 
 Members were informed that there were a lot of questions to Bernadette Elias.  Many who 

attended the workshop felt that the Charter between the Town Councils and the Principal 
Authority was not being adhered to by Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council and thus 
failing.  Members were informed that Bernadette Elias would like to change this as she is 
responsible for Town Councils under her remit. It was emphasised that it was not the 
document itself that was the problem, that was thought to be a comprehensive document, 
but it was felt that the Town Councils were being ignored. 

 
 The surrounding Town and Community Councils had agreed to meet as a group and 

submit questions to the Principal Authority as a larger group 
 
 Members were informed that there would be another workshop which would be specific to 

well-being. Overall, it was felt that the process was not as open as it could be currently, but 
comments were taken on board. 

 
 Resolved to note the information received. 
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9. Confidential Information: 

 The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 
 and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 
 Meetings Act 1960) 
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