NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU

Mrs T Hughes - Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN

Tel: 01495 292817  e-mail: clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 11t
February 2019.
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

Present: Councillor K Jones, Deputy Chairman, presiding
Councillors C Bridgeman; G Watkins; R Abbas; D Hillman; C Hillman;
K Jenkins; T McKnight

In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO
Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer

Declaration of Interest

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book
provided. Resolved that no such declarations were received.

1. Apologies for absence:

Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors G Morvan; L Harris and E
Morgan

2. Correspondence:
Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s
permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting

a) One Voice Wales

i Training sessions February 2019
Members should inform the Town Clerk should they wish to attend any training sessions.

Resolved to note the information received.

i Asset Transfer information

Resolved to note the information received.

iii January news bulletin
Resolved to note the information received.
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d)

Scope
Notification of Scope house to house collection dates.

Members expressed concern as the letter did not state what was going to be collected but
appreciated notification.

Resolved to note the information received.

Welsh Government

Free event re: Co-operative/Community-led Housing Networks.

Resolved to note the information received.

Community and Town Council Update.
Members made several comments in respect of the update:

Page 2: Members were informed that Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council were not eligible
for the aforementioned grants/bursaries.

Page 3, second paragraph: Members commented that the Town Council would have to take
caution with what would come next.

Page 4, first paragraph: Members emphasised the terms of co-option and felt that it was
important to monitor this. Members showed concern as the cost of elections could be a
hinderance and not a good use of public money.

Appendix, page 1: Members commented that it would be necessary to look at social media
in action plan.

Appendix, page 2, ‘Improving relationships’: This point had been raised with Blaenau Gwent
County Borough Council. No decisions had been made. Members felt that a
representation should be on the board to act as a link. The Town Clerk informed members
that she would investigate this.

Appendix, page 2, ‘Improving accountability’: Members commented that the Council should
publicise what they do and demonstrate what has been planned for the forthcoming year.

Resolved to note the information received.

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

Letter detailing Blaenau Gwent CBC’s response in respect of the legal User Agreement in
force with regards to the supply of two new computers to the Town Council.

The Clerk explained the background to this item, explaining that when relocating the Town
Council Offices, the legal agreement went back and forth and was queried many times and
discussions with Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council’s IT services were had. In
conjunction with the Solicitor, IT equipment was used as a bartering tool and the Town
Council’s solicitors said that this was very valid. A member queried whether the Council
was in deficit because of this and the response was that the money used for this would be
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f)

9)

better spent on other things. Members felt that the letter from Blaenau Gwent CBC was
very pedantic and commented that it could be appropriate to query the issue with another,
independent solicitor.

Another member queried the email from Nicola Beynon in 2016 and it was clarified that Ms
Beynon who worked for Le Gros Solicitors had made comments that two new computers
should be supplied.

Members discussed the possibilities of gaining independent legal advice from One Voice
Wales concerning this as Blaenau Gwent CBC were also failing to provide a like for like
service which was agreed. It was thought that One Voice Wales might be able to provide
some legal assistance in this matter. Otherwise, members understood that there would be
associated costs in pursuing legal advice or an opinion from an independent source.

Resolved that the Town Council seeks independent legal advice in respect of this item.

Clir Rafi Abbas

Invitation to an evening organised by Brynmawr Rotary Club regarding current issues in
respect of Asylum Seekers, Refugees and Migration at the Talisman, Brynmawr at 7pm on
26" February 2019.

Resolved to note the information received.

Wales Audit Office
Wales Audit Office Fee Scheme for 2019/20

Resolved to note the information received.

Town Mayor

Members were informed of the planned fundraising concert to be held in aid of the Town
Mayor’s Appeal (Phoenix Domestic Abuse Service, Blaina) at St Peter’'s Church, Blaina on
5% March featuring Abertillery Orpheus Male Choir.

Members were informed that tickets were available from the Town Council Offices.

Resolved to note the information received.

Additional correspondence received with the permission of the Chairman:

h)

John Henry Williams Memorial, Nantyglo

E-mail from Councillor G Watkins in respect of John Henry Williams Memorial, Nantyglo,
from which the information signs had come away from the memorial.
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Members were informed that Councillor Watkins had since brought the signage for safe
keeping to the Town Council Offices. Members were additionally informed that Mr R
Dunham would be contacted to replace the frames and secure the signage back on the
memorial.

Resolved to note the information received.

Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council

Letter in respect of a Planning Meeting of Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council which
would take place at 10.30am at Raglan House, Llantarnam Business Park, Cwmbran on
Tuesday 12" February 2019.

The Town Council’s representatives felt that this was too short notice.

Resolved to note the information received.

Gwent Archives
Creative Writing Workshop — Wednesday 17t April 2019, 10am-12pm

Resolved to note the information received.

Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council

Brexit Briefing Seminar — 12" March 2019 at The General Offices, Ebbw Vale.

Resolved to note the information received.

Application to the Community Grant Fund:

Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s
permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
Members are also reminded of that applications will need to be considered in conjunction
with the current policy.

None received to date.
Resolved accordingly.

Members Allowances:

Members were invited to consider the attached report in respect of Members Allowances.
Members discussed this item and raised the issue of apologies. Members discussed
whether apologies should be accepted only if a valid reason was given. Members

commented that they would like to see apologies be formalised in this way.
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Members were reminded that payments for members’ allowances were paid in arrears and
as such provided a mechanism of control should members not turn up to meetings without
a valid apology or not attend at all. This approach was the same for Senior Members’
allowance.

Members queried whether Councillor V Seymour had been contacted as he had not been in
attendance since joining the Town Council. The Town Clerk responded by informing
members that the Town Mayor had contacted Councillor Seymour.

Resolved that the report in respect of Members Allowances be approved with amendments
in respect of apologies.

Draft Financial Regulations:

Members were invited to consider the Draft Financial Regulations for 2019/20.

Members were informed that very little had changed since the last time this was presented
to Council. Members made several comments:

2.9: Letting people know what money is being spent on.

3.2: The Town Council does not work on a three-year forecast, change to ‘medium-term
action plan.’

5.2: Ruled off- means approved, signed-off.

5.6: Stationery and office supplies had been specified — the limits could be changed, but
this ties in well with other financial regulations.

6.4: An emergency is considered when other signatories would not be available.
6.8: ‘Thought’ not ‘though.’

6.11: The Clerk confirmed that there are no PIN numbers, and the Town Council does not
have online banking or bank cards.

Resolved that the Draft Financial Regulations for 2019/20 be approved with amendments.

Draft Standing Orders:

Members were invited to consider the Draft Standing Orders for 2019/20.
Members made several comments:

Page 2, 5" paragraph: Members felt that this needs to be refined. Members wished to add
that apologies be accepted in the minutes.

Page 3, paragraph 5 and 6: Duplication.
Page 8, i): ‘if not ‘is.’
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Page 9 r): Change ‘seconding meeting’ to ‘motion.’

Page 12, 15v): Delete paragraph.

Page 13, 18): ‘Advisory committee’ to be changed to “Task and Finish Group.’
Page 13, 18b): Delete point.

Page 16, 28a): To include social media.

Page 17, c): Change ‘local newspapers’ to ‘to be place locally.’

Page 17, 30: A member queried whether it would be possible to have a copy of the Charter
Agreement.

Page 19: Change ‘Chairman’ to ‘Chairperson.’
Appendix 1, €) g): Should be ‘31’ not '29.’
Resolved that the Draft Standing Orders for 2019/20 be approved with amendments.

Salem Chapel:
Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:

January 2019
Resolved that the report for January 2019 be approved.

Update in respect of recent Consultation Meeting with Blaenau Gwent County
Borough Council:

Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman to provide an update of this consultation meeting held
on Tuesday 5™ February 2019.

Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman informed members that there was a proposed tax
increase of 4.9% and this did not include the Police precept. It was noted that many
answers were not given because the Scrutiny Committee had not met yet. Councillors
Hillman informed members that they were able to speak to other surrounding Town
Councils about holding a joint meeting and that they were interested. However, concerns
were raised that they did not answer emails concerning this joint meeting in the past. The
Town Clerk was asked to invite the surrounding Town Councils to arrange a meeting with
those Councils that showed interest.

Councillor Jones thanked Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman for attending the meeting.

Resolved to note the information received. Further Resolved that the Town Clerk contact
the surrounding Town Councils to arrange a joint meeting.
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10.

11.

Council Action Plan:
Members were invited to consider the formation and implementation of a realistic action
plan for Nantyglo and Blaina.

Members welcomed this item and felt that it was needed to justify to the public what public
money is being spent on and demonstrate that it is being spent well.

Members proposed that this discussed at a Task and Finish Group initially.

Resolved that a Task and Finish Group meet to discuss the possibilities of forming an
Action Plan.

Meeting Dates in April and May:

Due to some meeting dates falling on Bank Holiday dates, Members were asked to
consider the changing of the Full Council Meeting dates from Tuesday 23 April 2019 to
Tuesday 30" April 2019 and from Tuesday 28" May 2019 to Tuesday 215t May 2019
(Annual Meeting).

Resolved that the dates in April changes from Tuesday 23 April 2019 to Tuesday 30t
April 2019 and that the dates in May change from Tuesday 28" May 2019 to Tuesday 21t
May 2019.

Confidential Information:

The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature

and is therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to
Meetings Act 1960)
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