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Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 14th 
January 2019. 

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 
 
 Present:  Councillor G Morvan, Chairman, presiding 

Councillors K Jones; G Watkins; K Treharne; R Abbas; L Harris; D 
Hillman; C Hillman; K Jenkins; E Morgan; T McKnight 

 
 In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO 
    Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer 
 
Declaration of Interest 
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book 
provided.  Resolved that no such declarations were received. 
 
1. Apologies for absence: 

 Resolved that apologies were received from Councillors C Bridgeman; R Pagett; S Smith. 

2. Correspondence: 
 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 
 permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting  

a) One Voice Wales 

i Training sessions January to March 2019. 

It was suggested that Module 16 may be advisable for some members.  Members were 
informed that each module was £40 per person. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

 

ii Reminder of next meeting of Gwent Valleys Area Committee to take place on 15th January 
 2019 at Abertillery and Llanhilleth Community Council. 

Councillor Morvan informed members that he would be in attendance as the Town Council 
representative. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 
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iii  Details of the First Minister’s Cabinet and Ministers. 

 A member informed that having spoken to the local AM, that if the Town Council wished to 
  the First Minister to any events, that the AM would be able to accommodate this request. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

 

b) Wales Audit Office 

 Press release – Local Government needs to do more to develop a strong data culture. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

 

c) Welsh Government 

 SE Wales E-Newsletter, Winter 2018 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

 

d) Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council  

i  E-mail notification informing that the Consultation with Town/Community Councils had been 
 re-scheduled from 10th January 2019 to 24th January 2019.  

Members were disappointed with this information.  The Town Clerk informed members that 
an additional email had been received confirming that the meeting had been cancelled.  
This email was read to members by the Town Clerk.  The Town Clerk responded to this 
letter and was awaiting another response.  Members expressed that there would need to be 
more regular, clearer information in order to formulate agenda items for this meeting in the 
future. 

Resolved to note the information received and Further Resolved that a letter be sent to 
Ms Bernadette Elias requesting regular and more timely information in respect of 
consultation meetings. 

 

ii Letter acknowledgement in respect of Town Council’s request to Ms A Jones, Chief Legal 
 Officer at Blaenau Gwent CBC (IT equipment). 

Resolved to note the information received. 

 

e) Aberystruth History & Archaeology Society – (for information): 

 Poster informing of film and slide show to celebrate 5 years of the society.  

 Resolved to note the information received. 
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3. Decisions taken under Delegated Powers (December/January): 

• Due to the surplus selection packs (purchased for the Christmas Fun Nights and School 
Carol Concerts) not being suitable for return due to having been opened, it was Resolved 
that two boxes be donated to Nantyglo Food Bank. 
Members Resolved to support the decisions taken. 

Additional decision taken under delegated powers: 

• Two heaters were purchased for use in the chamber during meetings on cold nights.   

Members Resolved to support this decision. 

4. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 
 permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 
 Members were also reminded that applications would need to be considered in conjunction 
 with the current policy. 

a) None received to date. 
 Resolved accordingly. 
 
5. Subscriptions: 

 Members were invited to consider renewing the membership for 2019/20 in respect of the 
 Society of Local Council Clerks. 

The Town Clerk explained the advantages of this membership including the specialised 
advice, planning and legislation guidance.  Members were informed that this subscription 
would cost £220 per year.  

A member queried whether this advice would be covered by One Voice Wales and it was 
explained there occasionally there is some overlap, but SLCC were a valuable resource for 
both specialised advice and written procedural advice. 

 Resolved that membership to the Society of Local Council Clerks be renewed. 

  
6. Salem Chapel: 

 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:  

• December 2018 

Members were informed that an inspection by Dragon Fire and Security would take place 
on 15th January 2019 and that a check every six months would follow as usual. 
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A member queried that due to the mains water being turned, whether there would be any 
issues that would affect the check.  Members were informed that this would not have an 
effect on the check. 

 Resolved that the report be approved. 

7. Confidential Information: 
 The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 
 and is  therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 
 Meetings Act 1960) 
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