NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU
Mrs T Hughes - Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN   
Tel: 01495 292817	e-mail:  clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk

Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee Meeting held on Monday 11th November 2019 at the Town Council Chamber
		
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

Present:		Councillor D Hillman, Chair of Planning & Highways Committee
Councillors C Bridgeman; T James; L Harris; K Jenkins; K Jones; G Morvan; C Hillman; G Watkins

In attendance:	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO
			Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer


Declaration of Interest
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the book provided. Resolved that no such declarations were received.

1.	Apologies for absence:
	Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to 	accept.

Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors K Treharne and R Abbas.
	Further Resolved to accept the apologies received.

2.	Correspondence:
	Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any urgent information that might be received prior to the date of the meeting.
a)	One Voice Wales 
i	Report from Town and Community Councils in Carmarthenshire Workshop on ‘Managing green spaces for biodiversity, people and financial sustainability.’
	A member highlighted the bottom paragraph and reminded members to keep this point in mind for services such as planters and flower beds.
	Resolved to note the information received.
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b)	Welsh Government
i.	Letter in respect of securing biodiversity enhancements
	The Clerk informed members that she had received more in-depth information and requirements for Town and Community Councils.  This information would be presented in the next meeting and presented on an agenda as appropriate.
Resolved to note the information received.

3.	Planning Applications:
	Members were invited to consider any further applications that might be received prior to 	the date of the meeting.
a)	Plan Application No. C/2018/0292
	Demolition of existing dwelling and construction of 3 new houses.
Members discussed the location and noted that the plans were unclear of exact location and ambiguous.
Resolved that no representations or objections be made.

4.	Licence Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the application(s):
a) Blaina Cricket Club, Central Park, Cwmcelyn, Blaina (Applicant)

Application to vary the designated premises supervisor (DPS) to Paul John Baxter (Licencing Act 2003)

Resolved that no representations or objections be made.
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NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU
Mrs T Hughes - Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN   
Tel: 01495 292817	e-mail:  clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk
Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 11th November 2019 at the Town Council Chamber
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend

Present:		Councillor G Morvan, Acting Chairman of the Finance & General Purposes 			Committee
Councillors C Bridgeman; G Watkins; K Jones; T James; L Harris; D Hillman; C Hillman; K Jenkins

In attendance	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO
			Miss H Roberts, Assistant Officer

Declaration of Interest
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book provided. Resolved that Miss H Roberts declared an interest in Item 6.  Further Resolved that Miss H Roberts remain in the Chamber for this item. 

1.	Apologies for absence:
	Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to 	accept.
	Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors K Treharne and R Abbas.
	Further Resolved to accept the apologies received.

2.	Correspondence:
	Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
a)	Bevan Foundation
i	Conference ‘Beyond cities: resilient local economies and communities’ on Thursday 28th November 2019. 
	Members noted that this event would clash with an upcoming Carol Concert. 
	Resolved to note the information received. 
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b)	Wesley Methodist Church, Nantyglo
i.	Thank you letter in respect of Civic Sunday collection.
A member queried whether it was normal practice to donate the whole collection to the Church or if it had been shared between the Mayoral Appeal and the Church in previous years.  Members were informed that this particular collection had always gone to Wesley Methodist Church.
	Resolved to note the information received.
c)	One Voice Wales
i.	Deliberative Democracy presentation 	
Members’ attention was drawn to bullet points 4 and 5.  There were concerns over the use of spending public money particularly in respect of elections and the potential financial burden that this would have on town and community councils.
The Clerk informed members that the current legislation requires the public to be given the option to request an election. 
‘Participatory Budgeting’ – members were reminded that the Town Council had an ongoing survey which was available online and at local events which the Town Council attends.
	Resolved to note the information received.
ii.	News Bulletin
A member queried whether a change was indicated by three planning consultations as noted in the news bulletin.
	Resolved to note the information received.
iii. 	Minutes of the Gwent Valleys Area Committee held on 15th October 2019
Members noted that this event took place in Abertillery and not Cwmbran as stated on the minutes.  Councillor Abbas attended on behalf of the Town Council as reported in the Full Council Meeting in October 2019.  Members queried item 9 and whether this increase was value for money.  Members suggested to query this with the local AM, Alun Davies.  Members were informed that the meeting where Alun Davies, AM was invited to attend would have to be postponed until after the General Election as the Clerk had been advised by Blaenau Gwent CBC that this could be considered a platform for electioneering and would not be appropriate especially as the meeting would not be taking place in the usual place of congregation.  
	Resolved to note the information received.
d)	Community Connectors, Blaenau Gwent
i.	Email and news article in respect of Christmas day for lonely people.
Members were reminded that Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council had supported this event in the past.  Members discussed the possibility of donating money to this cause should the organisation present a community grant application form. 
Resolved to send a copy of a community grant application form to Community Connectors Blaenau Gwent.
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e)	Aneurin Bevan UHB
i.	Local Health Newsletter November 2019
	Resolved to note the information received.
Additional correspondence received with the permission of the Chairman:
f)	Blaina Community Institute Ltd
Invitation to attend a fire safety talk on Wednesday 20th November 2019 09.00-11.00 at the Institute.
Members were informed that this invitation extends to all. 
Resolved to note the information received.
g)	Brynmawr Town Council
	An email in respect of the arrangements for the next JCLC meeting.
Members who attend these meetings had been contacted and informed of the new arrangements. Councillor K Jones informed members that he would be unavailable for this meeting.
	Resolved to note the information received.
h)	Swansea Building Society
	Changes to the general terms and conditions for the operation of Savings Accounts.
The Clerk advised members that there were no concerns in the changes to these terms and conditions. 
	Resolved to note the information received.
At this juncture, Councillor C Bridgeman gave the Clerk information in respect of the Armed Forces Directory which would be made available to members in the Chamber. Resolved to note the information received.

3.	Application to the Community Grant Fund:
	Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 	permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 	Members were also reminded that applications would need to be considered in conjunction 	with the current policy.
a) Blaenau Gwent Otters Disabled Swimming Club 
Members supported this application.
Resolved that £100	 be donated.
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4.	Member Vacancies – Nantyglo Ward (1) and Blaina Ward (2):
Members were informed that one application has been received for consideration for co-option in respect for the above vacancies. Members were reminded that in line with the Council’s Standing Orders, the co-option would be determined via a secret ballot whereby no discussion would take place.
· Lesley Emanuel – Blaina Ward
Resolved that Councillor C Bridgeman and Councillor K Jenkins act as tellers for this item.
Resolved unanimously that Lesley Emanuel be co-opted onto Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council for the Blaina Ward.  
A member commented that the lack of training needed to be addressed.  The Town Clerk informed members that a training package had been completed and would need verification from the Council.
Resolved to note the information received.
5.	Declaration of Vacancy – Nantyglo Ward:
Members were informed that the Declaration of Vacancy in respect of the Nantyglo Ward had been advertised as required. 
The locations of the advertisements were: Post Office, Nantyglo; general stores at Winchestown; Council offices and Town Council website.
Resolved to note the information received.
6.	Resignation – Miss Hannah Roberts
Members are informed that Miss Hannah Roberts has presented her resignation in respect of the post of Assistant to the Town Clerk.
Miss H Roberts declared an interest in this item.  Resolved that Miss H Roberts remains in the Chamber for this item.
Members thanked Miss Roberts for her time at Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council and wished her the best of luck with future endeavours.
Resolved to note the information received.
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7.	Vision ICT website 
Members were invited to consider an updated quote in respect of the updating of the Town Council’s website. 
The Clerk informed members that she had received two additional quotations.  The Clerk reminded members that the quotation from Vision ICT initially indicated that the cost would be towards the lower end.  When Vision ICT submitted their tender, it was noticeably more than initially anticipated.  The Clerk queried this and but Vision ICT was unable to bring down the cost.
A member queried what transparency transfer meant and it was explained that this was in relation to GDPR.  
Members were informed that other quotations had been sought and this included Attic Web Designs who provided website services to Tredegar Town Council.  Members were informed that this would cost £50 per month and would be an ongoing cost.  Another quotation received by the Council was Pedwar, who quoted £3000.  Members were informed that Pedwar were not VAT registered.
Members were informed that other website organisations were contacted for quotations and that some have not answered or request to meet before submitting a quotation.
Members were reminded that Vision ICT was still an option and that the upgrade payment was a one off paymentand that the usual costs that the Town Council already pays would apply.  This upgrade would allow the Town Council to add imagery to the website. Additionally, members were reminded that they could keep the website in its current format.  
Members wished to note that they thought it was beneficial to upgrade the website but were unhappy with Vision ICT’s provision of costs and quotation.
Resolved that the Town Council accept Vision ICT’s tender submission.
8.	One Voice Wales – A Guide to our Services (for information):
	Members were informed of the services provided by One Voice Wales.
	Members discussed this item:
Page 2: Members expressed that they were not happy with the restrictive methods of communication with One Voice Wales.  Members also commented that they were unhappy with the lack of communication in respect of a recent motion which was put forward. 
Page 3: Members noted that some councils had been sending more representatives and this document provided that information. 
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Page 7: Members reiterated that every member of the Council should have the opportunity to seek advice from One Voice Wales.  Members did not feel that it was politically appropriate or acceptable to have a member of one group/party who is able to seek advice on behalf of all members who represent different groups/parties. 
Page 9: Members expressed that they were not happy with the way One Voice Wales creates revenue from training and how they utilise town and community councils for this.
Page 10: Members commented that Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council’s motion was not considered. 
	Resolved to note the information received.
9.	Salem Chapel:
	Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report: 
· October 2019 
Considering the recent resignation of the Assistant Officer, members queried whether the Town Clerk would be safe to inspect the Chapel on her own.  The Clerk responded emphasising that safety is assessed on a weekly basis and that it was very likely that members would be contacted to help with future inspections to ensure safety.  
Resolved that the report for October 2019 be accepted.

10.	Confidential Information:
	The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature 	and is 	therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 	Meetings Act 1960)
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Additional information received with the permission of the Chairman:

	Members were thanked for attending the recent community information day and members commended Mr Steve Jones on his photography exhibition.  Members commented that the event was well attended and that several surveys were completed.

	Members also commented on the recent Remembrance Parade and Service.  Councillor Morvan on behalf of the Royal British Legion Branch in Blaina thanked members for their help and support on the day.  It was estimated that there were 200 people at Central Park and the school’s contribution was well received.  Members noted that having local children involved with the parade was integral to the future of such events.

	Members requested that the Clerk send a letter of thanks to the local branch of the Royal British Legion and Blaina Band.

	Following on from the ceremony was a successful memorial bench dedication service.  Members highlighted that this showed the involvement of Nantyglo and Blaina Town Council within the community.  

	Resolved that the Town Clerk send a letter of thanks to the Royal British Legion (Blaina Branch) and Blaina Band. 
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