
 

NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL 

CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU 
Mrs T Hughes - Town Clerk/RFO 

Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN 

Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN    

Tel: 01495 292817 e-mail:  clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk  

Minutes of the hybrid Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held at 6.13pm on 

Tuesday 13th June 2023 at the Council Chamber, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina. 

 

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 

 

Present: Councillor D Hillman, presiding, Chair, Finance & General Purposes Committee 

Councillors G Morvan, K Jones JP, M Williams (remote), L Harris, L King, C Hillman 

(remote) & K Jenkins. 

 

In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO 

   Mrs N Horner, Assistant Officer 

 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Town Clerk informed that no members of the 

press or public were in attendance. Resolved to note the information received. 

 

Declaration of Interest 

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 

the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book 

provided. Resolved to note that Cllr M Williams declared a personal and pecuniary interest in item 

4. 

 

1. Apologies for absence: 

Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to 

accept.  

Resolved to note that no apologies were received. from Councillors. 

2. Questions from the Public: 

To receive any questions from the public regarding matters on the agenda (limited to 10 

minutes total). 

The Town Clerk informed that no such questions had been received. 

Resolved accordingly. 

3. Correspondence: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission, any urgent information that might be received prior to the date of the meeting. 
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a) One Voice Wales – (for information) 

i E-mail re: Innovative Practice Conference to take place 5th July 2023. 

Councillor Morvan (the Council’s Area & Larger Council’s representative to OVW) informed 

that he was unable to attend. Councillor Jenkins informed that he would need to check his 

availability prior to confirming. 

 The Town Clerk was to check the cost per delegate attending the conference. 

Resolved to note the information received and Further Resolved that the Town Clerk 

confirm the cost per delegate attending the conference. 

ii E-mail re: Smart Device awareness. 

Resolved to note the information received. 

 

iii Revised Model Standing Orders (May 2023). 

Members initially considered the model standing orders, but it was agreed that there was a 

need to compare the document to the Council’ s existing Standing Orders. 

Resolved that the item be re-agended for a future meeting together with the Council’s 

current Standing Orders for comparison. 

 

b) Welsh Government – (for information): 

 Community & Town Council Database Privacy Notice. 

In response to a query, the Town Clerk informed that both the Town Council’s laptops 

benefited from appropriate security measures with active backups which was provided by 

Orbits IT, although it was unknown about security measures on privately owned laptops etc. 

Resolved to note the information received. 

c) Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council – (for consideration): 

i) E-mail re: Meeting with Mark Howland (BGCBC) with Town Council to discuss proposed 

toilet facilities at Blaina Institute at approximately 12.30-1pm on Wednesday 14th June 

2023. 

 The Town Clerk and Councillor Morvan informed that they would be in attendance and 

would provide all updates to Council. 

Resolved to note the information received. 

ii) Coed Cae Community / Scout Hall, Nantyglo. 

 Members considered the information and it was thought that ‘Growing Spaces’ was an 

agency working in conjunction with Tai Calon. It was concluded that more information was 

required for Council to submit an appropriate and informed response. 

Resolved The Town Clerk to request additional information regarding the issue from Mark 

Howland and also to request the time limit for responses to be increased. 
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Councillor M Williams declared a pecuniary interest in item 4 and left the meeting at this juncture. 

4. Member Allowances – clarification of conditions: 

 Following a recent hybrid meeting of the Council, at which the Council’s wifi was suddenly 

not operational, Members were invited to consider clarification of terms relating to the 

payment of members allowances in such circumstances. 

 Members considered the issue whereby Councillor Williams was unable to join a Council 

meeting remotely and that the Council’s own terms of reference currently did not provide for 

such a situation. The Chair informed that Members could, in such circumstances, phone 

into a meeting which could be relayed to Council via the speaker on a mobile phone. The 

Town Clerk informed that One Voice Wales did not have any specific guidance on this issue 

and recommended that it be considered by Council. 

 It was commented that some landlines operated via the internet only. 

 Members agreed that it was evidenced that Councillor Williams had tried to join the 

meetings in question but was unable to do so due to an issue with the Council’s wifi and 

that, in this instance, the attendance allowance for the meetings would be payable, 

although the terms of reference relating to attendance allowance payments would need to 

include clarification in such circumstances and the ability to phone into a meeting. 

Resolved that Councillor M Williams receive Attendance Allowance for the two meetings 

(one sitting) in this instance, Further Resolved that the terms of reference in respect of 

Attendance Allowance payments be clarified. 

  

5. S.137 donations (Local Government Act 1972 & Well-being of Future Generations 

(Wales) Act 2015: 

As previously resolved, Members were invited to consider making further financial 

donations to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank to assist residents of Nantyglo and Blaina for the 

month of June 2023. 

Resolved that a financial donation of £200 be made to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank in 

respect of resident from Nantyglo & Blaina for June 2023. 

 

Councillor M Williams re-joined the meeting (remotely) at this juncture. 

 

6. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 

Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 

permission any additional applications that might be received prior to the date of the 

meeting. Members were also reminded that applications would need to be considered in 

conjunction with the current policy. 

a) Shaw Healthcare – Cwmcelyn Nursing Home: 

Members considered the application and voiced their support, especially following 

Councillor Harris’ positive report regarding her visit to the Home as Town Mayor. It was 

noted that section 4 of the application was not completed. The Town Clerk informed that  

she had spoken to Leanne smith (Manager at Cwmcelyn House) to provide advice 

regarding providing a referee. 
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Resolved that Cwmcelyn House would need to provide details of an independent referee 

(section 4 of the application form) prior to the Council considering any financial donation. 

 

b) Hospice of the Valleys: 

Members considered the report which complied with the Council’s grants policy and 

concluded that the grant would benefit residents from Nantyglo & Blaina. 

Resolved that a financial donation of £100 be made. 

 

7. Salem Chapel: 

 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:  

• May 2023: 

Comments & queries were invited: 

In response to a query, the Town Clerk informed that part of the plasterboard located under 

the stairs in the main building had come down as a result of damp. 

Resolved that the report be approved. 

 

Additional item with permission of the Chair: 

 

7a. Purchase of Additional Compost for Large planters: 

Councillor K Jenkins has informed that whilst planting up the ‘larger’ planters purchased by 

the Town Council (at previously resolved locations within Nantyglo & Blaina), it became 

apparent that additional compost was required due to their large size. 

It was estimated that an additional 15 bags (of 50 litre) of compost be purchased from Six 

Bells Nurseries (as before), with the option to purchase a maximum of 20, if so needed. 

 

The Town Clerk informed that an e-mail had been sent to Six Bells Nurseries to check the 

current price of the compost. 

 

There was a heated debate as to the provision of 2 x small planters at Cwmcelyn and as to 

the watering of all the planters. It was agreed by Council that two of the empty small 

planters could be utilised and sited at Cwmcelyn and that the compost required would be 

provided by the Council. 

Resolved that 20 x 50 lite bags of compost be purchased. Further Resolved that 2 small 

(empty) planters with compost be sited at Cwmcelyn. 

 

 

8. Confidential Information: 

 The following item(s) may contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature 

 and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 

 Meetings Act 1960). Resolved that the motion be supported. 
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Meeting declared closed at 7.20pm 
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