NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU

Mrs T Hughes - Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN

Tel: 01495 292817  e-mail: clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting (hybrid) held at 6.15pm on
Tuesday 14" March 2023 held at the Council Chamber, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina.

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

Present: Councillor D Hillman, Chair of Finance & General purposes Committee, presiding
Councillors C Hillman; L Harris; K Jones JP:M Williams (remote)& L King

In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO
Mrs N Horner, Assistant Officer

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Chair informed of the fire drill in the event of an
emergency. Resolved to note the information received.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Town Clerk informed that no members of the
press or public were in attendance. Resolved to note the information received.

Declaration of Interest

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book
provided. Resolved to note that no such declarations were received.

1. Apologies for absence:

Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to
accept. Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillor G Morvan.

Additionally Resolved to accept the apologies received.

2. Questions from the Public:

To receive any questions from the public regarding matters on the agenda (limited to 10
minutes total).

Resolved to note that no members of the public were in attendance.

3. Correspondence:
Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s
permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
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b)

c)

One Voice Wales — (for consideration)

E-mail re: Training Needs Survey 2023.

Members considered the responses to each question and the Town Clerk would submit to
OVW electronically.

Resolved that the Town Clerk submits the agreed responses to the survey electronically.

Welsh Government — (for information):

Independent Remuneration Panel for Wales — Annual Report 2023/24.

Please note that the information attached was applicable to Town/Community Councils
only.

Members considered the report, particularly in relation to the reimbursement for extra costs
(working from home) and reimbursements for consumables. The Chair had queried this with
ORPW but had not received a response. Members were reminded that any Member could
choose to decline any allowance by informing the Town Clerk in writing or e-mail.

Members present agreed that this item should be re-agended for the next Finance
Committee meeting for further discussion.

Resolved that this item be included on the agenda for the Finance Committee meeting to
take place in April 2023.

Blaina Community Institute Ltd (BCIL) — (for consideration):

Letter requesting a financial contribution in respect of the lift repair required. Members were
informed that an application form for a financial donation had been given for completion
although this had not been received to date.

Members considered the letter and a discussion ensued which was summarised as:

e How much rent did Blaenau Gwent CBC pay to BCIL in respect of the Town Council
offices within the building? The Town Clerk informed the amount was unknown.

e BCIL had received a large grant in respect of the proposed café for the Institute.

e It was understood that Blaenau Gwent CBC was responsible for repairs etc to the
exterior of the building and that BCIL was responsible for the interior of the building.

e The lift was an integral part of the building and therefore, the lift should be the
responsibility of Blaenau Gwent CBC.

e More financial grants were available for groups such as BCIL, especially a new
round of funding from the Health Board.

e There was sympathy and understanding for BCIL’s request as the lift was for vital to
enable all visitors and users to access all the building.

The Town Clerk informed that an application form (to apply for a financial donation) had
been submitted to BCIL for completion but that this had not yet been returned.
Additionally, could the Town Council lawfully consider the request? The Town Clerk
was to investigate this.
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¢ Members indicated that they were supportive of the request due to Health and
Safety requirements.

Resolved to advise BCIL of new funding opportunities available from the Health Board and
to contact Blaenau Gwent CBC. Further Resolved that the Town Clerk investigate the
lawfulness of the Town Council providing financial assistance and Additionally Resolved
to await the completed application form from BCIL.

Interest Rates:

Members were invited to consider a report in respect of interest rates available in respect of
the Business Instant Access account.

Members considered the report and agreed that the Swansea Building Society provided
one of the best rates of interest for a business instant access savings account. The Town
Clerk informed that the rate (2.75% variable) was already applicable to the account.

Resolved to note information received and Further Resolved to retain the business instant
access account with Swansea Building society.

S.137 donations (Local Government Act 1972 & Well-being of Future Generations
(Wales) Act 2015:

As previously resolved, Members were invited to consider making further financial
donations to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank to assist residents of Nantyglo and Blaina for the
month of March 2023.

In response to a query, the Town Clerk informed that no response had been received from
Blaenau Gwent Foodbank in respect of the request from a Member to visit the Foodbank.
The Town Clerk agreed to e-mail members with the contact details of the Foodbank.

Resolved that a donation of £200 be made to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank for the month of
March 2023 and Further Resolved to inform Members of the contact details for Blaenau

Gwent Foodbank.

Application to the Community Grant Fund:

Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s
permission any additional applications that might be received prior to the date of the
meeting. Members were also reminded that applications would need to be considered in
conjunction with the current policy.

Macmillan Cancer Support

To fund on-going services where it is most needed on, and not foundered on a specific,
single project.

The Town Clerk read out the application and also informed that she had requested that
Macmillan Cancer Support provide additional details as to how the project/services
would benefit Nantyglo & Blaina.
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Resolved to note information received and further resolved that a financial donation of
£100.00 be made.

7. Salem Chapel:

Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:

e February 2023:
Queries and comments were invited:

In response to a query, the Town Clerk informed that the physical building continued to
deteriorate although there didn’t appear to be any additional issues. The Town Clerk also
informed that the Charter Group had relocated the Chartist drawings to Blaen y Cwm
Primary school (as previously arranged).

Members considered that a working group needed to arrange to meet at the Chapel to view
the building and contents as soon as possible.

Resolved that the report be approved and Further Resolved that a working group visit to
the Chapel be arranged for a soon as possible.

8. Confidential Information:
The following item(s) might contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature
and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to
Meetings Act 1960). Resolved to support the motion.
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Additional item with permission of the Chair:

9. April Committee Meetings:

The Town Clerk informed that the scheduled date of the April’s Planning & Highways and
Finance & General Purposes Committee meetings was Tuesday 11" April 2023. As both
Officers were on leave for the bank holidays (Easter Monday, 10" April & Tuesday, 11t
April) Members considered altering the date of the Committee meetings.

Resolved that the Planning & Highways Committee and the Finance & General Purposes
Committee Meetings take place at 6pm on Tuesday 4" April 2023.

Meeting declared closed at 19.25
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