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Notes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting (hybrid) held at 6.20pm on 

Tuesday 14th February 2023 held at the Council Chamber, Blaina Institute, High Street, 

Blaina. 

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 

Present: Councillor D Hillman, Chair of Finance & General purposes Committee, presiding 

  Councillors C Hillman; L Harris; G Morvan & M Williams (remote). 

 

In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO 

   Mrs N Horner, Assistant Officer 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Chair informed of the fire drill in the event of an 

emergency. Agreed to note the information received. 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Town Clerk informed that no members of the 

press or public were in attendance. Agreed to note the information received. 

Meeting not quorate but held for discussion only. All possible agreements to be presented 

to the Meeting of the Full Council on 28th February 2023 for further discussion and/or 

ratification. 

Declaration of Interest 

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 

the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book 

provided. Agreed to note that Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman declared a non-pecuniary 

interest in item no. 3a. received. 

 

1. Apologies for absence: 

Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to 

accept. Agreed to note that apologies were received from Councillor L King, K Jones & K 

Jenkins. 

Additionally Agreed to accept the apologies received. 

 

2. Questions from the Public: 

To receive any questions from the public regarding matters on the agenda (limited to 10 

minutes total). 

Agreed to note that no member of the public was in attendance. 
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3. Correspondence: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman declared a non-pecuniary interest in item no. 3a. 

116) One Voice Wales – (for information) 

 E-mail re: informing that the Community Health Council will be replaced by Llaith. 

 The Chair informed that the new name for the Community Health Council was Llais.  

Agreed to note the information received. 

 

b) Age Cymru Gwent – (for information): 

 Blaenau Gwent Carers Activities Timetable for February 2023. 

Agreed to note the information received. 

 

c) Aneurin Bevan University Health Board – (for information): 

I Gwent Police Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator. 

Members stated that it was not known if any such groups were active within the community 

and that if a household was a member of a registered neighbourhood watch group then 

many insurance companies offered discounts on home insurance premiums. 

Agreed to note the information received. 

Ii Weight Management Services.                      

   Agreed to note the information received. 

d) Breast Cancer Now– (for information): 

 Thank you letter in respect of Mayoral Appeal donation. 

 Cllr D Hillman informed that an additional £60 had also been sent directly to the charity. 

 Cllr G Morvan congratulated Cllr D Hillman on raising money for such a good cause. 

Agreed to note the information received. 

e) Downs Syndrome Association – (for information): 

 Thank you letter in respect of Mayoral Appeal Donation. 

 Cllr G Morvan congratulated Cllr D Hillman on raising money for a worthy cause. 

 

Agreed to note the information received. 
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4. Internal Audit Service: 

Members were invited to consider the attached report in respect of the Town Council’s 

Internal Audit service. 

Members considered the report and quotation and commented that the price of the service 

offered by JDH Ltd was excellent value and hoped that the service offered was good. The 

auditor had provided detailed information of their good qualifications and experience. The 

Town Clerk informed that Tredegar Town Council had very recently appointed JDH Ltd as 

their Internal Auditor. 

All Members present agreed that although the meeting was inquorate, the majority of 

Members were present and that, due to time constraints, JDH Ltd be appointed as Internal 

Auditor to the Council with this decision ratified at the Full Meeting of the Council on 28th 

February 2023.  

Unanimously Agreed to appoint JDH Ltd as Internal Auditor to the Town Council (further 

to ratification at the Meeting of the Full Council on 28th February 2023.  

 

5. S.137 donations (Local Government Act 1972 & Well-being of Future Generations 

(Wales) Act 2015: 

As previously resolved, Members were invited to consider making further financial 

donations to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank to assist residents of Nantyglo and Blaina for the 

month of February 2023. 

Agreed that a donation of £200 be made to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank (further to 

ratification at the Meeting of the Full Council on 28th February 2023. 

 

6. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 

Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 

permission any additional applications that might be received prior to the date of the 

meeting. Members were also reminded that applications would need to be considered in 

conjunction with the current policy. 

a) None received to date. 

     Agreed accordingly. 

7. Salem Chapel: 

 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:  

• January 2023: 

Questions /queries were invited: 

In response to a query, the Town Clerk informed that the condition of the chapel continued 

to deteriorate and that the routine fire and intruder alarm maintenance had been carried out 

on 19th January 2023. There was an occurrence of the alarm sounding but upon inspection 

there was no issue, and the alarm was re-set without difficulty. 
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Agreed to approve report received (further to ratification at the Meeting of the Full Council 

on 28th February 2023).  

 

8. Confidential Information: 

 The following item(s) might contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature 

 and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 

 Meetings Act 1960). Agreed to support the motion. 

 

Meeting declared closed at 6.45pm. 
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