NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU

Mrs T Hughes - Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN

Tel: 01495 292817  e-mail: clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting (hybrid) held at 6.20pm on
Tuesday 13t December 2022 held at the Council Chamber, Blaina Institute, High Street,
Blaina.

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

Present: Councillor D Hillman, Chair of Finance & General purposes Committee, presiding
Councillors C Hillman; K Jenkins; L Harris; M Williams (remote); K Jones JP.

In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk/RFO
Mrs N Horner, Assistant Officer

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Chair informed of the fire drill in the event of an
emergency. Resolved to note the information received.

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Town Clerk informed that no members of the
press or public were in attendance. Resolved to note the information received.

Declaration of Interest

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book
provided. Resolved to note that Councillor K Jones, Town Clerk and Assistant Officer declared an
interest in item 2f and Assistant Officer also declared a non-pecuniary interest in 3a). Further
Resolved that Councillor K Jones, Town Clerk & Assistant Officer remain in the meeting for the
items but not to take part in any discussion or voting except to provide relevant information if
required.

1. Apologies for absence:

Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to
accept. Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillor L King & Councillor
Glyn Morvan

Additionally Resolved to accept the apology received.

2. Correspondence:
Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s
permission, any urgent information that might be received prior to the date of the meeting.
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b)

d)

e)

Welsh Government (for information):

E-mail re: Appropriate Sum under Section 137(4) (a) of local Government Act 1972 Section
137 expenditure Limit for 2023-24.

Resolved to note the information received.

Buckingham Palace, Correspondence Secretary (For information only)

A letter of thanks to the Town Council and residents of Blaina & Nantyglo was received from
Buckingham Palace for the letter of condolence in respect of the death of Queen Elizabeth
Il and a card of thanks was received in respect of the Book of Condolence sent by the Town
Council.

Clerk informed members that card and letter was displayed in cabinet within the Council
Chamber.

The Town Mayor expressed that it was an accolade for the Town Council and residents of
Nantyglo & Blaina. The Town Mayor also thanked the town Clerk for all her help and
support.

Resolved to note the information received.

Orbits IT Support (for consideration)

Email re: The opportunity to top up number of hours of IT support.

In response to a query, the Town Clerk informed that the Council had purchased a support
block of 5 hours in September 2021 and that this had been monitored and logged in a diary.
It was anticipated that the purchase of another support block of 5 hours should suffice for at
least 1 year.

Members agreed to purchase the same support as last year, i.e.5 hours at £70 + VAT per
hour (E350 + VAT). Should extra hours be required they will increase the hours of support
to demand.

Resolved that a support block of 5 hours be purchased from Orbits IT.

One Voice Wales (For information only)

Email re: Dyfed Powys Police raising awareness of Courier Fraud

Resolved to note the information received.

Blaenau Gwent County Council — Alyson Tippings (For information)

Historical Buildings Capital Grant Programme.

Resolved to note the information received.
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Councillor K Jones JP, the Town Clerk and Assistant Officer declared an interest in item 2f.

f) Torfaen County Borough Council (for consideration, copy attached):

Information in respect of the Greater Gwent (Torfaen) Pension Fund — Triennial Actuarial
Valuation as at 315t March 2022.

Upon invitation of the Chair, the Town Clerk informed that the information provided by
Torfaen CBC was as a result of the three year review undertaken of every employer within
the Greater Gwent Local Government Pension Scheme and provided revised contribution
figures in respect of each employer for the next three years. The Town Clerk additionally
informed that the updated figures provided were to take effect from April 2023 and that the
Town Council’s contributions would decrease slightly.

Resolved to note the information received.

Additional correspondence received with permission of the Chair:

s)] Town Centre Manager, Blaenau Gwent CBC:

The Town Clerk informed of an e-mail received from Karen Morgan, Town Centre Manager
at Blaenau Gwent CBC which informed of the recent Polar Express event that had taken
place at the Cwtch (Community Centre), Blaina. The e-mail informed that quite a lot of bags
of reindeer food was left over from the event what to do with this? Councillors D & C
Hillman attended the event and informed that it was a good event with lots going on and
that not all the bags of reindeer food provided by the Town Council was used in Nantyglo
and Blaina but some were used in neighbouring towns. As the Assistant Officer had
produced stickers for the bags, this informed that the Town Council had supplied the bags
of reindeer food.

Resolved that the leftover reindeer food be utilised by the Town Centre Manager at other
Christmas events.

h) One Voice Wales (for information):

Welsh Government consultation in respect of a long term agenda for modernising electoral
administration and wider electoral reform in Wales. If any responses to the consultation are
to be made, could they also be forwarded to OVW so that they could be included in OVW
response.

Resolved to note the information received.

Assistant Officer, Nicola Horner declared a non-pecuniary interest in item no. 3). Resolved that
she remained in the meeting but not take part in any discussion.

3. Application to the Community Grant Fund:

Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s
permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
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Members were also reminded that applications would need to be considered in conjunction
with the current policy.

Patchwork and Quilting:
Proposals were received in respect of donations to be made of £50 and £100. It was
seconded and resolved that a donation of £50 be made.

Resolved that a donation of £50.00 to be made to Patchwork & Quilting.

Draft Annual Report 2021/22:

Members are invited to consider the attached report and if appropriate, resolve for
publication (copy attached).

The following items were discussed to amend:

e Committee Membership 2022 details are displayed and not 2021

e ClIr D Hillman confirmed that he has not received any invite to attend any meeting of
the Blaina Institute Trust Fund and that this should be followed up.

e ClIr C Hillman was not a representative or school governor at Blaen y Cwm Primary
as school informed that a local resident not councillor for the position was required.

e Finance — Income: Precept amount was incorrect, should read £84000.00

e Activities: ARC Awards — Sports, should read a local person to be awarded.

Resolved that the Annual Report be approved and published with the amendments to be
made.

Salem Chapel:
Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report: December 2022.

Queries & comments were invited:
In response to a query, the Town Clerk informed that there were no obvious changes but
that the condition of the building continued to deteriorate.

The Town Clerk informed that a fire extinguisher inspection had been carried out in early
December and that this would be included in December’s inspection report.

Resolved that the report be approved.

Confidential Information:

The following item(s) may contain information that is of a confidential or personal nature
and is therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to
Meetings Act 1960). Resolved that the motion be supported.
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Meeting declared closed at 19:05pm.

96 (22/23)



