NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU

Mrs T Hughes - Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN

Tel: 01495292817  e-mail: clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held via a hybrid meeting
at 6.05pm on Tuesday 8" November 2022 at the Council Chamber, Blaina Institute, High
Street, Blaina

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

Present: Councillor D Hillman, presiding, Chair, Finance & General Purposes Committee
Councillors G Morvan; K Jones JP; C Hillman; L Harris; K Jenkins & M Williams
(remote)

In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO

Mrs N Horner, Assistant Officer

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Town Clerk informed that no members of the
press or public were in attendance. Resolved to note the information received.

Declaration of Interest

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book
provided. Resolved to note that no such declarations were received.

1. Apologies for absence:

Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to
accept.

Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillor L King. Further Resolved
to note the apology received.

2. Correspondence:
Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s
permission, any urgent information that might be received prior to the date of the meeting.

a) One Voice Wales (for information):

Training Dates for November & December 2022.
Any Member wishing to attend training was to contact the Town Clerk.

Resolved to note the information received.
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b)

Aneurin Leisure (for information):

Poster informing of Libraries Warm Spaces.

Members agreed that whilst the service was a very good idea and would undoubtedly help
local residents, it was a sad reflection of the current circumstances faced by many people
throughout the country due to the cost-of-living crisis.

Resolved to note the information received.

Town Centre Manager, Blaenau Gwent CBC (for information):

E-mail re: thanks to the Town Council for supporting the Halloween event at Blaina Institute.

The Chair informed that both he and ClIr C Hillman attended the event which was well
attended and the event also extended to the nearby subway. It was commented that the
event was smaller than that which took place in both Abertillery and Brynmawr although it
was accepted that both Abertillery and Brynmawr had larger spaces to accommodate a
larger event. A general discussion ensued regarding whether or not DBS checks were
required for those volunteering and the general consensus was that as children were
generally accompanied by a responsible adult and that children were not alone with any
volunteer, then a DBS check was probably not required. It was also noted that as the event
was organised by Blaenau Gwent CBC, any DBS checks would be the responsibility of
Blaenau Gwent CBC.

Resolved to note the information received.

At this juncture, some Members commented upon the difficulties faced in having Council
agendas delivered on time. In some instances, agendas were delivered after the meeting
had taken place. The Town Clerk informed that a complaint had been made to Royal Mail
and would inform Council of any response received. Resolved to note the information
received.

S.137 donations (Local Government Act 1972 & Well-being of Future Generations
(Wales) Act 2015:

As previously resolved, Members were invited to consider making further financial
donations to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank to assist residents of Nantyglo and Blaina for the
month of November 2022.

In response to a query, the Town Clerk informed that a request for updated information had
been made to the Foodbank Manager in respect of number of Nantyglo & Blaina residents
assisted by the donations provided by the Town Council but, to date, no reply has been
received.

Councillor Morvan proposed that the Council had a civic duty to help and to continue with
providing a monthly donation due to the current cost of living crisis and that Nantyglo &
Blaina was classed as a deprived area. In response to a query concerning the level of
overspend and other possible grant applications, members were reminded that an
underspend in the general budget meant that a virement could be resolved if required.
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Councillor Harris proposed that Council consider resolving a payment of £400 be ratified in
respect of November and December 2022 to assist local resident for Christmas time.

Resolved that a donation of £400 (total) be made to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank for the
months of November & December 2022.

Draft Annual Report & Consultation questions - IRPW:

Members were invited to consider the information and consultation questions attached -
please note that only the information that relates to Town & Community Councils was
included.

The Chair made the following comments / observations:

Page 2 - £156 per year to be paid to each Member towards extra household expenses of
working from home.

Page 2 - £52 per year to be paid to each Member for the cost of office consumables, or
Members are able to claim reimbursement for the cost of office consumables. Clarification
was required as to the amount of reimbursement.

Page 4 — the role of Panel was emphasised.

Page 5 — the Panel had a duty to set payments that was fair and to enable democratic
participation.

Pages 6, 7 & 8 — information as to allowances payable to members of Principal Authorities.
Such allowances were increased by a larger amount which appeared to be discriminatory
when Town / Community Council allowances were compared.

Pages 9 & 10 — details of allowances payable to Town / Community Councils. Nantyglo &
Blaina Town Council was placed in group 3.

Page 12 — Attention was drawn to the allowances payable to National Park, Fire & Rescue
authorities.

Members were informed that they were able to respond to the consultation via the links and
details shown.

Resolved to note the information received.

Remote/Hybrid Meeting Platform:

Further to the resolution taken by Council following the Town Clerk’s update in respect of
remote meeting platforms, Members were invited to note the attached report detailing the
verbal update.

The Town Clerk informed that whilst all the costs etc were evidenced, the (former) Internal
Auditor had recommended that all details should be presented to Council in a report format
for transparency.

Resolved to note the information received.

Forthcoming Events:
Members were reminded of the forthcoming events:
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Presentation of Nantyglo & Blaina In Bloom 2022— the presentation would take place at
10.30am on Tuesday 8" November 2022 at the Council Chamber.

The Chair informed that the event went very well and that it was always good to speak to
local residents. The Chair thanked the Town Mayor, Town Clerk and Assistant Officer for
their work to provide the event.

Resolved to note the information received.

Remembrance Sunday — the Remembrance Sunday Parade & Service would take place on
Sunday 13" November 2022. The march will commence at approximately 2.15pm from
Garn Cross Nantyglo and the service will take place at the War Memorial. Central Park,
Blaina. Refreshments will be available after the parade & service.

Councillor Morvan confirmed that he would be Parade Marshall as in previous years and
that the Deputy Lord Lieutenant of Gwent would also be in attendance.

Resolved to note the information received.

Additional event with permission of the Chair due to time limits:

Christmas Events — the Chair informed that due to difficulties in arranging a viable and
appropriate Christmas Fun Night, it had been investigated if it was possible to adapt the
forthcoming Christmas Carol Concerts with the local primary schools. It was proposed that
two schools would have a joint concert on the evenings of 29™ & 30" November, with a
Santa’s Grotto, a small number of stalls, Blaina Band and a Christmas Light switch on. It
was proposed that the venues would be St Peter’'s Church, Blaina and Nantyglo Rugby
Club to accommodate larger numbers of people. The Town Clerk informed that the
proposed event were currently being arranged and details were to be finalised but that
Members would be kept informed with all arrangements. The Chair informed that as the
Town Council were unable to arrange the sleigh or facilitate separate Christmas Fun
Nights, it was proposed to make the Christmas Carol Concerts a larger, more community
based Christmas event.

Resolved that the Christmas Carol Concerts take place as agreed, if circumstances
allowed.

Application to the Community Grant Fund:

Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s
permission any additional applications that might be received prior to the date of the
meeting. Members were also reminded that applications would need to be considered in
conjunction with the current policy.

None received to date.
Resolved accordingly.
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Salem Chapel:

Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:
October 2022.
Queries / comments were invited.

Was there any further deterioration or difference in the Chapel?

The Town Clerk informed that the condition was continuing to deteriorate but there was no
additional factors to the untrained eye.

Resolved to approve the report.

Confidential Information:

The following item(s) may contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature
and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to
Meetings Act 1960). Resolved to support the motion.

Meeting closed at 7.12pm
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