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Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting held remotely at 6.05pm on 

Tuesday 11th October 2022. 

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 

Present: Councillor D Hillman, presiding, Chair, Finance & General Purposes Committee 

  Councillor G Morvan, C Hillman, K Jenkins & M Williams 

 

In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO 

 

Meeting not quorate – discussion took place for information only. 

 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Town Clerk informed that no members of the 

press or public were in attendance. Noted the information received. 

 

Declaration of Interest 

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 

the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book 

provided. Noted that Councillors D & C Hillman and K Jenkins declared a non-pecuniary interest 

in item 2c.  

 

1. Apologies for absence: 

Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to 

accept. Noted to note that apologies were received from Councillors K Jones JP, L Harris & 

Mrs N Horner, Assistant Officer. 

2. Correspondence: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

a) One Voice Wales (for information): 

i Training Dates. 

Noted the information received. 

ii  Welsh Government North & South Wales Workshop Events. 

Noted the information received. 

Councillor M Williams joined the meeting at this juncture. 
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iii   Recruitment & retention of Clerks & RFO’s. 

Councillor Morvan informed that the issues stated were faced by Clerks throughout Wales. 

The document provided good, relevant information and it was worth going through the 

document in more details. 

The Town Clerk agreed with the information contained within the document and 

commented that within the Town Council it was organising events was incredibly time 

consuming and this affected the statutory, legal and financial work. 

  Noted the information received. 

b) Councillor L Winnett: 

 E-mail for consideration in respect of Santa Run Event. 

Members considered the e-mail and a long discussion ensued with the main points 

summarised: 

• BGCBC Councillors already met and formulated a plan and have now invited Town 

Councillors to join in, hence the invite. 

• It appeared as if the issue was ‘done and dusted’ and that the invite to the meeting was not 

warranted. 

• The Town Clerk informed that the sleigh was organised by then BGCBC Councillor Garth 

Collier for a number of years previously although some Members stated this was then via 

Communities First. 

• It was noted that the proposed route was very long and that walkers were required. 

• The Town Council had nothing to lose by attending the meeting. 

• Members commented upon holding a separate sleigh run through Nantyglo & Blaina which 

could then end with a Santa’s Grotto. 

• The Town Clerk reminded Members that BGCBC was also organising the Polar Express 

through Blaina and that there was a need to work with BGCBC to serve the local 

community and to make sure that the Town Council’s name was associated with it. 

• It was emphasised that the Town Council did not have many active Members and that it 

would be better to work with other bodies/organisations to provide Christmas events. 

• Details of the event would need finalising prior to agreeing anything with BGCBC 

Councillors. 

• It was important to obtain the views of those councillors who wouldn’t be able to attend the 

online meeting. 

• Councillor K Jones stated that he would join the online meeting with BGCBC Councillors. 

Noted the information received. 

Councillors D Hillman, C Hillman & K Jenkins declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 2c. Noted 

to remain in the meeting for the item as it was for information only. 

c) Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council (for information): 

 Notice of the Community Health Council to take place at 5.30pm on 12th October 2022. 

Noted to note the information received. 
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Additional correspondence received with permission of the Chair: 

 

d) Town Centre Manager, Blaenau Gwent CBC: 

 E-mail request received for help with Halloween event to take place in Blaina Institute. 

 Members were informed that the event had already been advertised. 

Members discussed the request and Agreed to purchase £100 of appropriate sweets for 

the event, which was to be ratified at the next meeting. 

 

3. S.137 donations (Local Government Act 1972 & Well-being of Future Generations 

(Wales) Act 2015: 

As previously resolved, Members were invited to consider making further financial 

donations to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank to assist residents of Nantyglo and Blaina for the 

month of October 2022. 

Members were remined that the budget for grants and s.137 donations was currently very 

low. The Town Clerk informed that she would provide a report regarding the current 

financial information together with a request that an appropriate reserve amount be 

considered. 

 

Agreed that a donation of £200.00 be made to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank for the month of 

October 2022, to be ratified at the next meeting. 

 

4. Armed Forces Covenant Steering Group (Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council): 

Members were invited to consider and propose a representative to attend meetings of the 

above group on behalf of the Town Council. 

Councillor G Morvan informed that he had recently attended a meeting of the Armed Forces 

Covenant Steering Group in respect of the Wales and Battle of Britain Exhibition. A 

maximum of four meetings were to take place each year and Councillor Morvan was happy 

to represent the Town Council if nominated. 

Agreed that Councillor G Morvan represent the Town Council on the Armed Forces 

Steering Group (Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council), to be ratified at the next 

meeting. 

 

5. Remote/Hybrid Meeting Platform: 

Members were informed that the Council’s current remote meeting provider (Starleaf) was 

ending and will be transferred to Zoom. The Council was informed that all alternatives were 

being investigated and the Town Clerk would provide a verbal update.  

The Town Clerk informed that the Starleaf platform was ending on Friday 14th October 2022 

 and that an online meeting with a Zoom representative had informed that: 
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• the no cost Zoom platform limited meetings to 40 minutes maximum and did not have an 

option for anyone to phone in to meetings. 

• The cost of the pro-meeting Zoom platform allowed for much longer (almost unlimited 

length) meetings, up to 100 attendees and the option to phone in to a meeting for £123.98 

per month. 

• The above Zoom option but without the phone in option would cost £23.98 per month. 

• The Council’s IT provider (Orbits IT) informed that MS Teams is already set up on the 

system under the Town Council’s existing licences, security and support but does not 

include a phone in option. A secure phone in option can be easily added at an additional 

cost of £1.50 per month. This system includes unlimited length meetings with a maximum 

of 1,000 attendees. 

• There were other remote meeting providers, but all entailed a cost greater than MS 

Teams and it was not clear how many provided a phone in option. 

• Tredegar Town Council used the free version of MS Teams (but were looking into the 

version that allowed phone ins), Abertillery Community Council used the Zoom pro-

meeting and Brynmawr Town Council used the version of MS Teams with phone in.  

Agreed to purchase the MS Teams option with phone in at a cost of £1.50 per month in    

order to action for the next meeting, to be ratified at the next meeting. 

 

6. Forthcoming Events: 

 Members were reminded of the forthcoming events: 

• Wales & the Battle of Britain Historical Exhibition – the opening event would take place at 

2pm on Monday 10th October 2022 at the Council Chamber. 

  

• Civic Sunday – Town Mayor, Councillor Lilian Harris’ Civic Sunday would take place at 3pm 

on Sunday 16th October 2022 at Cwmcelyn Chapel, Cwmcelyn Road, Blaina. 

Noted the information received. 

  

7. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

 Members were also reminded that applications would need to be considered in conjunction 

 with the current policy. 

a) None received to date. 

 Noted accordingly. 

 

8. Salem Chapel: 

 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:  

• September 2022: 

Agreed that the report be approved, to be ratified at the next meeting. 
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9. Confidential Information: 

 The following item(s) might contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature 

 and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 

 Meetings Act 1960). Noted to support the motion. 
 

 

Meeting declared closed at 7.10pm 
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