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Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held via a hybrid meeting 

at 5.15pm on Tuesday 27th September 2022 (rescheduled from 13th September 2022) at the 

Council Chamber, Blaina Institute, High street, Blaina. 

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 

Present: Councillor D Hillman, presiding, Chair of Finance & General Purposes Committee 

  Councillors G Morvan; K Jones JP; L Harris; C Hillman (remote) & L King 

 

In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO 

 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, a two-minute silence was held in respect of Her 

Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. Resolved accordingly. 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, the Town Clerk confirmed that no members of the 

press or public were in attendance. Resolved to note the information received. 

Declaration of Interest 

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 

the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book 

provided. Resolved to note that Councillors D & C Hillman declared a non-pecuniary interest in 

item 2d. 

 

1. Apologies for absence: 

Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to 

accept. Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors K Jenkins, M 

Williams and Mrs N Horner. Further Resolved to accept the apologies received. 

2. Correspondence: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

a) Citizens Advice Caerphilly Blaenau Gwent – (for information): 

 ‘Our impact in Blaenau Gwent 2022/23 – Quarter 1. 

Members commented that the service offered by Citizens Advice was likely to be more in 

demand than ever due to current circumstances and that they provided and excellent 

service. 

Resolved to note the information received. 
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b) Older People’s Commissioner for Wales – (for information): 

 Special Bulletin – Cost of Living. 

Members commented that current circumstances in respect of the cost of living would 

impact on many people, especially the elderly. 

Resolved to note the information received. 

c) Vision ICT – (for consideration): 

E-mail informing of website service (from Town Council’s website provider) in respect of 

Operation London Bridge. Members were invited to consider purchasing this service in 

advance.  

The Town Clerk informed that, in consultation with the Town Mayor, the Town Clerk had 

purchased this service in the early afternoon of Thursday 8th September 2022 for the price 

of £35+ VAT. Additionally, the Town Clerk informed that a Book of Condolence had been 

purchased at a cost of £29.98 in order to provide the local community with the opportunity 

to express their condolences in respect of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. The Town Clerk 

also informed that the Union Jack was correctly displayed at the Council Offices (Blaina 

Institute) on the evening of Thursday 8th September 2022. 

Resolved to support and ratify the purchases and Further Resolved to note the 

information received. 

d) Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council (for information): 

 Patient’s Voice – News Bulletin. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

e) Aneurin Bevan University Health Board (for information): 

 Vaccination Update. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

f) Dyfed/Powys Police (for information): 

 Information regarding Courier Fraud.  

 Resolved to note the information received. 

g) One Voice Wales (for information): 

 Training Dates. 

Any Member who wanted to undertake any of the training modules listed were to contact 

the Town Clerk to arrange. 

Resolved to note the information received. 

 

Additional correspondence received with permission of the Chair: 
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h) Cllr Beverley Anne Lucas (for information): 

Members were informed of an e-mail received (27th September 2022) from Cllr Lucas 

informing of her resignation as a Town Councillor following malicious accusations in respect 

of Member Allowances. 

Members regrettably accepted Councillor Lucas’ resignation and the reason why. 

Resolved to note the information received and Further Resolved to inform One Voice 

Wales of the issue highlighted. 

 

3. S.137 donations (Local Government Act 1972 & Well-being of Future Generations 

(Wales) Act 2015: 

As previously resolved, Members were invited to consider making further financial 

donations to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank to assist residents of Nantyglo and Blaina for the 

month of September 2022. 

Members agreed to make a donation of £200.00 to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank due to the 

current economic climate. 

Resolved that a donation of £200.00 be made to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank. 

 

4. Training Plan: 

Members were invited to consider and if appropriate to resolve the Training Plan. 

Members thanked the Town Clerk for producing the training plan and commented that it 

was fit for purpose in respect of the new legislation [Local Government & Elections Act 

(Wales) 2021]. 

Resolved that the training plan be adopted. 

  

5. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

 Members were also reminded that applications will need to be considered in conjunction 

 with the current policy. 

a) None received to date. 

 Resolved accordingly. 

 

6. Battle of Britain exhibition & In Bloom presentation: 

Members are requested to consider and resolve the provision of appropriate refreshments 

at the above events: 

In Bloom Presentation: 

It had previously been resolved to present the entrants with awards, but Members were 

asked to consider the provision of light refreshments at a daytime presentation similar to the 

presentation of the 2021 In Bloom awards (held in March 2022 

Resolved to purchase appropriate light refreshments. 
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Battle of Britain Exhibition: 

It had previously been resolved to host the Battle of Britain Exhibition at the Council 

Chamber which will officially commence on Monday 10th October. Members were requested 

to consider the provision of appropriate light refreshments for this event possibly provided 

by the Blaina Institute Committee Members at their newly refurbished café, or, if this is not 

possible, other suitable refreshments. 

Members were reminded that all relevant legislation and the Council’s financial regulations 

will be adhered to. 

Resolved to purchase appropriate light refreshments. 

7. Salem Chapel: 

 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection reports:  

• July 2022: 

Questions / comments were invited: 

           Q:    Was there any further information in respect of the Chapel’s physical condition? 

A:     The condition of the Chapel was continuing to deteriorate but there appeared to be 

nothing new to the untrained eye. 

 

Resolved that the report be approved. 

 

• August 2022: 

Questions / comments were invited: 

           Q:    Was there any further information in respect of the Chapel’s physical condition? 

A:     The condition of the Chapel was continuing to deteriorate but there appeared to be 

nothing new to the untrained eye. 

Resolved that the report be approved. 

8. Confidential Information: 

 The following item(s) might contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature 

 and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 

 Meetings Act 1960). Resolved to support the motion. 
 

 Meeting declared closed at 5.50pm 
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