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Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting (hybrid) held at the 

Council Chamber, Blaina Institute, Blaina on Tuesday 14th June 2022 at 6.30pm 

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend. 

 

Present: Councillor D Hillman, Chair, Finance & General Purposes Committee, presiding 

  Councillors G Morvan, C Hillman, K Jenkins, M Williams and L King 

 

In attendance: Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO 

   Mrs N Horner, Assistant Officer 

   Mr S Bees, Internal Auditor to the Council 

 

Prior to the start of the meeting, the Town Clerk informed that no members of the public or press 

were in attendance. Resolved to note the information received. 

 

The Chair welcomed and introduced to the meeting, Mr Stuart Bees, Internal Auditor to the 

Council. 

Declaration of Interest 

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during 

the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book 

provided. Resolved to note that no such declarations were received. 

 

1. Apologies for absence: 

Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to 

accept. Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors L Harris and K 

Jones JP. Further Resolved to accept the apologies received. 

2. Correspondence: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission, any urgent information that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

a) One Voice Wales – (for information): 

 E-mail informing of: 

• Free training places 

• Remote training sessions June 2022. 
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Any Members interested in undertaking training was to inform the Town Clerk/Assistant 

Officer. 

Resolved to note the information received. 

b) High Sheriff of Gwent Mr M Davies – (for information): 

 Letters of thanks from the High Sheriff Mr Malgwyn Davies OBE CStJ. 

 Resolved to note the information received. 

c) Gwent Police – (for information): 

 Ward updates. 

           Resolved to note the information received. 

d) Age Friendly Wales (for information): 

 Age-friendly Communities in Partnership (webinar). 

          Resolved to note the information received. 

e) Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council (for information): 

Details of a free Gwent Event Safety Webinar on 23rd June 2022. Additionally Members 

were informed of a road blockage affecting the A465 (Heads of the Valleys Road) planned 

for that day. 

          Resolved to note the information received. 

Additional correspondence with permission of the Chair: 

f) Blaen y Cwm Primary School: 

E-mail request for the School Council to use the Council Chamber for a meeting at 10.30am 

on Wednesday 22nd June 2022. 

Clerk to ascertain if members can attend as observers 

Resolved to note information received and further Resolved for Clerk to ascertain if 

members can be observers.  

 

3. S.137 donations (Local Government Act 1972 & Well-being of Future Generations 

(Wales) Act 2015: 

As previously resolved, Members were invited to consider making further financial 

donations to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank to assist residents of Nantyglo and Blaina for the 

months of May & June 2022. 

 

Members agreed that Town Council had received a good response from BG Foodbank 

previously and therefore, suggested that Town Council continued to donate £200 per month 

for the months of May and June to support our residents. 

Resolved to donate £200 (per month) to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank in respect of May and 

June 2022. 
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4. Application to the Community Grant Fund: 

 Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s 

 permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting. 

 Members were also reminded that applications will need to be considered in conjunction 

 with the current policy. 

a) Kids Cancer Charity: 

Members agreed that this was a worthy charity and therefore agreed to donate the 

maximum donation of £100.00. 

 

Resolved to donate £100.00. 

 

Additional grant application with permission of the Chair: 

 

b) Rafi Abbas:  

An additional application was received from Mr Rafi Abbas (local resident) who requested a 

donation to refurbish a bench that was donated from Town Council in Westside. 

A discussion ensued regarding insurance and the value for money, it was clarified by Clerk 

that Town Council Insurance (and Mr Abbas) would be covered.  

The Internal Auditor also confirmed the above issue regarding insurance as the works would 

be covered by insurance as per clerk had investigated prior to meeting. 

  

Resolved to note information received and further resolved to donate a maximum of £50 

upon production of receipts to Rafi Abbas to purchase goods required as stated on the 

application form.  

5. Salem Chapel: 

 Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:  

• April 2022: 

Queries/comments were invited: 

Members asked what the state of repair is, Clerk informed that the premises was not in a 

good state, but no obvious change. Member pointed out a typo in report which should read  

‘due.’  

 Resolved that the report be approved. 

 

• May 2022: 

Queries/comments were invited: 

 

Resolved that the report be approved. 

6. Confidential Information: 

 The following item(s) might contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature 

 and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to 

 Meetings Act 1960). Resolved that the motion be approved. 
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 Meeting closed at 8:10pm 
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