NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU

Mrs T Hughes - Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN

Tel: 01495 292817  e-mail: clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk

Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting held remotely at 1.30pm on

Tuesday 14t December 2021

A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

Present: Councillor G Morvan, Chair of the Finance & General Purposes Committee,

presiding
Councillors K Jones JP; K Jenkins; D Hillman; C Hillman; M Williams & K Rowland

Prior to the start of the meeting, the Town Clerk informed that no members of the public or press
were in attendance. Resolved to note the information received.

Declaration of Interest

Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during
the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations must be recorded in the book
provided. Resolved to note that a non-pecuniary interest was received from Councillors D Hillman
and C Hillman in respect of item no. 2d. Further Resolved to note that Councillor K Jenkins
declared an interest in item 5.

Apologies for absence:

Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to
accept. Resolved to note apologies were received from Councillors L Harris & L Emanuel.

Further Resolved to accept the apologies received.

Correspondence:
Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s
permission, any urgent information that might be received prior to the date of the meeting.

One Voice Wales — (for information):

Open letter re: ‘Together We Can Do So Much’.
Resolved to note the information received.

Consultation response by OVE re: Local Taxes for second homes & self-catering
accommodation.

Resolved to note the information received.
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b)

Information re: The Local Elections (Principal Areas) (Wales) Rules 2021 and the Local
Elections (Communities) (Wales) Rules 2021.

It was commented that this information may affect Members.

Resolved to note the information received & Further Resolved that a hard copy of the
information be sent to Members.

Information from OVW Larger Councils Committee re: ‘What is Cyber Ninjas for
Councillors?’

Resolved to note the information received.

Copy of survey completed on behalf of Nantyglo & Blaina Town Council re: Remote
Meetings.

In response to a query the Town Clerk informed that one question of the survey was not
completed as all relevant information was included in the other questions.

Resolved to note the information received.

Bridges Centre/Community Connections — (for information):

Information re: Community Car Scheme within Blaenau Gwent.

It was commented that whilst this appeared to be a worthwhile scheme, it was not a free
service.

Resolved to note the information received and Further Resolved that a hard copy be sent
to Councillor K Jenkins as requested.

Aneurin Bevan UHB- (for information):

E-mail re: referral form for car scheme, reminder regarding Community Health Council
Survey and ABUHB Roadshow.

Councillor D Hillman commented that councillors and others can make referrals for this
service and that the ABUHB roadshow at Brynmawr provided lots of information regarding
recruitment.

Resolved to note the information received.

Information re: Covid 19 testing.

Resolved to note the information received.

Councillors D Hillman and C Hillman declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 2d.

d)

Aneurin Bevan Community Health Council — (for information):

Notice re: Planning Meetings of ABCHC to take place on 14" December 2021 via Teams.

Councillor D Hillman informed that neither he nor Councillor C Hillman attended the
meeting but that he would check the information received and inform at the next meeting if
necessary.

Resolved to note the information received.
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f)

9)

Welsh Government — (for information):

Notice of appropriate sum under section 137(4)(a) of the Local Government Act 1972 —
Section 137 Expenditure Limit for 2022-23.

The Town Clerk informed that based on the latest number of electors residing within
Nantyglo and Blaina, the maximum limit the Town Council could spend under section 137
was £61,228.44.

Resolved to note the information received.

Councillor Lisa Winnett — (for information):

Poster providing details of Santa Sleigh throughout Nantyglo & Blaina.

Councillor G Morvan informed that this took place on Saturday 11" December 2021 and
that he attended along with Councillor M Williams to represent the Town Council. Councillor
M Williams informed that the event went well, was well attended and that he filmed the
event which could be used to evidence the Town Council’s involvement with the event.

A discussion ensued regarding the event which was summarised as:

e It was clarified that the Town Council was not able to facilitate the event as informed
that no Police escort was available.

e Facebook criticism was vicious and portrayed the Town Council in a bad light (some
of the comments were screenshot by some Members) and that many of the
comments were made without any thought of the consequences.

e Another Member informed that he had offered his services to provide a vehicle for
the rear of the sleigh but this was declined by Councillor Winnett.

e It was commented that the Town Council needed an official Facebook page which
would help inform the public of work undertaken by the Town Council and inform of
events. Councillors K Rowland and M Williams offered to act as administrators.

Councillor M Williams left the meeting at this juncture.

e |t was thought by some that the forthcoming local elections had impacted upon this
issue.

e The Assistant Officer explained that she had taken one phone call from Councillor
Winnett who had quickly put the phone down when it was being explained as to why
the Town Council wasn’t able to facilitate the event.

e All present agreed that the community enjoyed the event for Christmas.

e All agreed that it was a shame that the issue had caused such bad feeling.

Resolved to note the information received and Further Resolved that a Task & Finish
Group be set up in the New Year to consider the establishment of a Facebook Page for the
Town Council.

Chris Gunter — (for information):

E-mail re: Santa’s Sleigh throughout Nantyglo and Blaina. Members were informed that a
response has been issued and a copy of the response was provided.

Members stated that the e-mail contained some incorrect information and statements and
thanked the Town Clerk for her well written response to the e-mail.

Resolved to note the information received.
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h)

Additional correspondence received with permission from the Chair:

Aneurin Bevan UHB (for information):

Information regarding winter fuel payment.

Resolved to note the information received.

Town Council Meetings:
Members were invited to consider the report attached in respect of Town Council Meetings.

The Chair informed that Orbits IT (providers of the Council’s IT system) advised that the
costs of putting wi-fi in the Council Chamber capable of broadcasting a remote meeting
would cost £595 plus vat and that the options for the hardware were the OWL meeting
hardware at an approximate cost of £1,000 or a bespoke system which was likely to cost in
excess of £2,000. The Town Clerk informed that Pontypool Community Council uses the
OWL system and that Tredegar Town Council were also considering purchasing the OWL
system.

A discussion ensued and the main points were summarised as:

e Although the minimum legal requirement for a remote meeting was for sound to be
enabled, the OWL system provided both sound and vision.

e The OWL System was specifically designed to enable remote/hybrid meetings with a
number of participants and had both a camera and microphone.

e The maximum number of people allowed in the Council Chamber at any one time
(utilizing all seating space) was 18 as per a recent risk assessment undertaken (as
at 14" December 2021).

e A screen would be required for use with the OWL system.

e If a Council Facebook page was set up and advertised the meeting, it could result in
more members of the public attending Council meetings.

e |t was agreed that an effective and appropriate system was important.

Resolved that Orbits IT provide wi-fi in the Council Chamber at a cost of £595 + Vat,
Further Resolved that the OWL remote/hybrid meeting system be purchased and
Additionally Resolved to investigate the options and costs in respect of an appropriate
screen and to report to Council.

S.137 donations (Local Government Act 1972 & Well-being of Future Generations
(Wales) Act 2015:

As previously resolved, Members were invited to consider making further financial
donations to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank to assist residents of Nantyglo and Blaina for the
month of December 2021.

In response to a query, the Town Clerk informed that despite repeated requests to Blaenau
Gwent Foodbank, no response had been received in respect of the Council’s request to
publicise the amount of money donated to the Foodbank.

The Town Clerk suggested sending another letter to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank requesting
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that they publicise the donations received from the Town Council as a matter of urgency
and that if not, the Town Council would need to re-consider any future financial donations.

Resolved that a financial donation of £200 be made for the month of December 2021 and
Further Resolved that a letter be sent to Blaenau Gwent Foodbank as detailed above.

5. Nantyglo & Blaina In Bloom & ARC Awards:

Due to numbers and the necessary space required, Members were requested to consider
the presentation of awards to winners of both events at Blaina Community Centre.
Members were additionally asked to consider approving the purchase of light refreshments
for this event. The date of the presentation was to be confirmed when the awards were
received.

Members agreed that the Awards were outstanding for presentation and would also be
positive publicity for the Town Council. It was also commented that it had taken a long time
to receive the awards. The Town Clerk informed that there had been a supplier issue
experienced by the local retailer.

The assistant Officer informed that the presentation of the awards could take place at
Blaina Community Centre and that light refreshments could be provided and that there
would be a small hire charge for the use of the Community Centre. Members thanked the
Assistant Officer for the information provided. It was confirmed that all costs would be
funded by the Events budget.

Resolved that the ARC and In Bloom Awards be presented to participants and winners at a
small awards ceremony to be held at Blaina Community Centre. Further Resolved that
light refreshments be provided by Blaina Community Centre. Additionally Resolved that
the cost of the room hire and refreshments be funded by the Events budget.

6. Application to the Community Grant Fund:

Members were invited to consider the listed application(s), plus with the Chairman’s
permission any additional applications that may be received prior to the date of the meeting.
Members were also reminded that applications would need to be considered in conjunction
with the current policy.

a) Urdd Gobaith Cymru.
In response to a query the Town Clerk informed that there had not been a donation
made to Urdd Gobaith Cymru during the financial year.
It was commented that there was a youth section in the Eisteddfod and that pupils from
the local Welsh Primary school had previously performed there.

Resolved that a financial donation of £100 be made.

7. Salem Chapel:
Members were invited to consider the attached inspection report:
e November 2021.
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Questions/queries were invited:

In response to a query, the Town Clerk informed that whilst she was not a qualified
surveyor or builder, it appeared that the condition of the Chapel was continuing to
deteriorate.

Resolved that the report be approved.

Confidential Information:

The following item(s) may contain information that was of a confidential or personal nature
and was therefore exclusive to Members of the Town Council only. (Public Bodies Admission to
Meetings Act 1960). Resolved that the motion be supported.

Meeting declared closed at 2.50pm.
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