NANTYGLO & BLAINA TOWN COUNCIL
CYNGOR TREF NANT-Y-GLO A BLAENAU
Mrs T Hughes - Town Clerk/RFO
Council Offices, Blaina Institute, High Street, Blaina NP13 3BN
Swyddfa’r Cyngor, Sefydliad Blaenau, Y Stryd Fawr, Blaenau NP13 3BN   
Tel: 01495 292817	e-mail:  clerk@nantygloandblainatc.co.uk


Minutes of the Planning & Highways Committee held via a remote meeting on Tuesday 17th November 2020 at 13:00 
		
A meeting to which members of the public were entitled to attend.

Present:		Councillor D Hillman, Chair of Planning & Highways Committee, presiding
			Councillors C Hillman; L Harris; K Jones; G Morvan; G Watkins & L Emanuel

In attendance:	Mrs T Hughes, Town Clerk / RFO
			

Prior to the commencement of the meeting it was proposed that there would be a five minute recess at the end of the Planning & Highways Committee Meeting and for those present to re-dial back into the Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting. Resolved Unanimously.

The Town Clerk informed that there were no members of the public present. Resolved to note the information received.

Declaration of Interest
Members were invited to declare matters of interest either at the beginning or at any time during the proceedings. Members were reminded that all declarations of interest must be recorded in the book provided. 
Resolved to note that no such declarations were received.


1.	Apologies for absence:
	Members were invited to consider the apologies for absence and to formally resolve to 	accept.
	Resolved to note that apologies were received from Councillors R Pagett, R Abbas & Mrs 	N Horner.
	Further Resolved that the apologies be accepted.
	
2.	Correspondence:
	Members were invited to consider the listed correspondence, plus with the Chairman’s 	permission, any urgent information that might be received prior to the date of the meeting.
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a)	Blaenau Gwent County Borough Council:
i	E-mail providing information in respect of recent licencing query.
	Resolved to note the information received.
ii	E-mails providing information in respect of recent queries: Royal Exchange, Rugby Club and Former Blaina District Office.
	Members considered and discussed the responses received together with a number of other queries and information in respect of planning applications and possible building control matters. Councillor Morvan offered to inspect the wooden fence to determine if it could be classed as a dangerous structure. In response to a query, the Town Clerk confirmed that the Council had established a reserve account to deal with such issues at Salem Chapel and that Blaenau Gwent CBC was responsible for the exterior of Blaina Institute.
	Resolved that Councillor Morvan inspect the wooden fence near to the Royal Exchange. 	Additionally Resolved to check if planning applications had been received in respect of 	both the Former Blaina District Office and the Royal Exchange (Blaina) and Further 	Resolved to send a letter to the owners of both the Royal Exchange and the Rugby Club in 	Blaina to request the possibility of removing the graffiti on their external walls.

b)	Planning Aid Wales:
	November 2020 newsletter (for information).
	Members were requested to contact the Town Clerk if they wanted to attend any of the 	training courses offered. 
	Resolved to note the information received.

c)	Brecon Beacons National Park Authority:
	Community Update – Autumn 2020 (for information).
	It was clarified that a very small, unoccupied part of Nantyglo was located within the 	boundaries of the Brecon Beacons National Park Authority.
	Resolved to note the information received and Further Resolved to provide a hard copy of 	the newsletter to all Members for information.
Additional correspondence received with the permission of the Chair:
d)	One Voice Wales:
i	Wales Biodiversity Partnership Conference (Responding to the crisis for nature in Wales)
	Members were informed of a free virtual conference in respect of the above which would 	take place between Monday 23rd November and Friday 27th November 2020. 
	Resolved to note the information received and Further Resolved to send the information 	to all Members.
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ii	Urgent Information Request – Town and Country Planning Strategic Development Plan 	Wales Regs 2021 and Regs to establish Corporate Joint Committees.
	OVW had been approached by the Welsh Government regarding the possibility of 	arranging a seminar for Members on issues arising from the above consultation exercises 	and the implications for Town & Community Councils.
	Resolved to submit the Town Council’s interest to the Welsh Government / One Voice 	Wales in respect of this item. Further Resolved to send e-mail to all Members for their 	information.

3.	Planning Applications:
	Members were invited to consider any further applications that might be received prior to 	the date of the meeting.

a)	Plan Application No. C/2020/0248 – 12 Hawthorne Glade, Tanglewood, Blaina:
Construction of new steps, retaining walls and safety barriers in association with provision of new parking area within front garden.
	Resolved that no representations or objections be made.

4.	Sleigh routes and arrangements for Christmas 2020:
Members were informed that following discussions with PC R Lewis, Gwent Neighbourhood Policing Unit, the sleigh routes for Nantyglo and Blaina would remain as in previous years and would take place on the same evening (Tuesday 1st December 2020). This was due to Police staffing constraints. Members were additionally informed that all arrangements were subject to ongoing Covid 19 restrictions. 
Members briefly discussed the information and were additionally informed that following discussions with PC R Lewis, the route would be slightly altered to avoid the sleigh repeating parts of the route on the evening.
	Resolved to note the information received.

5.	Licence Applications:
	Members were invited to consider the application(s):
a)	None received to date.
	Resolved accordingly.
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